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We wish to express our appreciation to all those who 
contributed photos and historical information for this cen­
tennial booklet. 

Our purpose was to take you down "memory lane" and 
to help you gain insight to some of the almost forgotten 
information of Lyle, Minnesota's first 100 years. It is our 
earnest desire that this booklet will create a continuing 
interest in preserving our community's past as a record for 
future generations. May this always be a treasured item in 
your family. 

CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The Centennial History of Lyle has been prepared from 

information supplied by many local residents who brought 
in their scrap books, pictures and news clippings, old copies 
of the Lyle Leader and the 1894 and 1911 Histories of Mower 
County. They brought their church histories and some wrote 
items of their own churches, clubs and families. Of special 
help were the scrap books of Mrs. Katherine (Mortensen) 
Howard, Amanda Mortensen and the 1960 history of Lyle 
prepared by Mrs. Nolan (Edna) Wold of Rochester, formerly 
of Lyle, which was especially for the Lyle Study Club. 

The Centennial Committee is grateful to everyone who 
helped with this tremendous task. 
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I n  ord e r  for the reader to capture a complete v i s i on 
of the favorab le  locat ion of the Township and Vil lage of 
Lyl e, it is necessary to have a larger glimpse of the area. 
I t  is also we l l  to take note of the fact that many of the 
ear l i est sett l ers were adventurous, fearless pi oneers who 
came without the ir  fa m il ies,  searching for suitable places 
to l ive, make the i r  fortunes and rear the ir  chi ldren. The i r  
first a bodes were rough, made o f  logs, covered with bark 
or sod. M any, before bringing the ir wives or fam il ies here, 
constructed a better dwe l l ing p l ace before they sent for 
them. 

M OWER C O U NTY 
Whe n the f irst sett lers arr ived in Mower County of 

Southern M innesota, it  must have appeared to them as a 
long-sought-for parad ise where m en could l ive comfort­
a b l y  in favora b l e  weather and ideal agricultural condi­
t ions. 

I t  has been descri bed in ear ly histor ies as a vast 
ro l l i n g  swee p of prair ie ,  a landscape of wondrous b eauty 
where pra i r ie  f lowers b l oomed abundantly and poured out 
the i r  fragrance. It was the haunt of the S i oux and Dakotah 
I nd ians with scarce l y  a trace of c iv i l izat ion; a place where 
b i rds and beasts re igned i n  a bsolute freedom. 

LYLE TOWN S H I P  
In  t h i s  p l easant sett ing is  Lyle Township, located on 

the M innesota- Iowa state l i ne, on an almost level prairie.  
It is  bordered on the south by M itchell and Worth coun­
t ies of Iowa, on the west by Freeborn county of M inne­
sota; on the north by Austin Township and on the east by 
Nevada Township. The surface of the township was de­
scri bed as a very product ive rich dark loam soil, which 
was green with varietgated shades of vegetat ion, tall 
prair ie  grasses and thick underbrush, but was vo id  of 
t imber, except along the Red River where there was a 
r i c h  natura l t i m ber growth. By 1894 there were beautiful 

groves of transplanted trees across the cou ntrys ide. 
Red Cedar River and its branch es furn ished the town­

ship with drainage and avai l ab l e  water power, wh ich  was 
not deve loped in ea r l i e r  years. 

First Cla i m  
The f irst sett ler in  the townshi p  was J .  D .  Wood bury, 

who cam e  from unknown parts in the fa l l  of 1853 and 
sett led on the banks of  Red Cedar R iver  i n  section 33 
within the territor ial  r ights of Ly le,  one of the o l dest 
towns i n  Mower County. 

Wood bury Creek, a b ranch of the r ive r, a lso border­
ing his  l arge clai m and Wood bury School D i stri ct 13, 
were named for h im.  

The f irst marraige in  Mower County was conducted in  
the sod covered log cab i n  that Woodbury constructed in  
the northwest quarter of  s ect ion 33. 

His son- in-law, P inkerton, soon jo ined h i m ,  and i n  the 
spring of 1854, two other sons- in- l aw ca me. They were 
M arlott and St i l son. 

Mar lott settled in s ect ion 28. Pinkerton, who previous­
ly  lived with Woodbury, constructed a log house in sec­
t ion 32 where he l ived a year. 

St i lson erected a bark dwe l l ing on the s i te where 
Woodbury estab l i shed the Woodbury Cemetery i n  1855 or 
earl ier, a lso in sect ion 33. He sold out and moved to 
Olmstead County in  1855, and was soon fol lowed by h i s  
son-in-law, Marlott. 

Pinkerton so ld out and moved west to the B l ue Earth 
River. St i lson left in late 1855 for Albert Lea and late r  
took h i s  fam i ly and formed a new hom e  on the banks 
of Blue Earth River where a sad tragedy befe l l  them. A 
severe rain  storm caused the r iver to swe l l  ra p i d ly. Raging 
waters patrial ly fi l led and surrounde d  the i r  hom e. Sti l son 
managed to save h i s  l ife and the i r  i nfant chi ld  i n  a na rrow 
esca pe, but three oth e r  c h i ldren d rowned. 

WO O D B U RY S C H O O L  AFTE R TO R NADO - Th is  is Wood b u ry School, named after J. D. Woodb u ry, one of the early 
settlers.  
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LYLE TOWNS H I P  O R G A N IZED 

Although settl ers arrived from 1853 and on,  Ly l e  Town­
ship was not official ly organized u ntil 1858, after Mower 
County had been form ed and the Minnesota State Con­
stitution was adopted . 

On April 16, 1858, the Mower County Commissioners 
met for the purpose of dividing the cou nty into townships. 

Ly le  Township was one of the first townships organ­
ized in 1858 to remain as it was organized. Further chang­
ing and reorganization for some of the townships con­
tin ued u ntil as late as 1874. 

In early hi5tories and in some localities today, town­
ships are referred to as towns, which is confusing to 
many because today, the word "town" is used a great 
deal more in referring to vil lages. 

Permanent Settlers 
The first permanent settlers in Lyle Township and 

the vicinity of what was to become the vi l lage of Ly le, 
came in 1854 and inc l uded Orlando Wilder, Eben Merry, 
Joh n  Tifft, Wil l iam Bean,  James Foster and his son, 
Return Foster. 

Wil der was a native of Vermont, the Gree n  Mountain 
state . Coming with him were Wil l iam Bean, stepfather of 
his wife, also his brother, Jackson Wilder, and Lewis West. 
They drove ten yoke of oxe n and brought a smal l amount 
of househo ld goods, arriving May 6, 1854. They immediate­
ly made a c l aim in section 33 and constructed a bark 
covered l og house.  Bean also took a c laim in section 33. 

Oth ers of the party fe nced 65 acres of land across 
the line in Iowa and planted corn, potatoes and garden 
vegetab l es. 

In the fal l of 1854, Wilder went to McGregor, a dis ­
tance of 120 miles, with an ox team to meet his w i fe, who 
returned with him. H e  had replaced his original log cabin 
with a frame house where they were sti l l  living in 1894 
when the first history of the county was wr i tten . They had 
three chi ldren, Prosper, Pete and Shedd. Wi lder served as 
chairman of the first board of supervisors and was also 
one of the Mower Cou nty Com missioners. 

4 

In 1854, Erastus H. Bedford, native of Michigan, came 
to Ly le, joined Wi lder in farming and made a c l a i m  in 
section 30, which he later proved. In 1855 Bedfo rd married 
Althea Townsend, a native of New York State. They made 
their home in the frame house he had constructed o n  
his farm. Later they rented the farm out  f o r  two yea rs 
and  moved to st. Ansga r, I owa , where he was engaged i n  
fa rm i ng a n d  tea m i ng. They retu rned t o  t h e  farm i n  1864, 
where they rema i ned.  Or ig i na l ly his fa rm was w i ld pra i r ie  
land. He set  out  shade ,  orname nta l a nd fru i t  t rees a nd 
engaged i n  ra i s i ng stock and grain. 

James Foster 
James Foster was born M a rch  2, 1790, in New Jersey . 

When a teenager, he l ea rned the  trade of ca rpenter and 
joiner and later the  whee lwr ight trade. At the  age of 30, he 
engaged i n  the prov i s i o n  bus i ness wh ich  h e  fo l lowed u nt i l 
1849, when he moved to M e n a rd Cou nty, I l l i no i s ,  re ma i n­
i ng u nt i l 1854, when he so ld  out a nd moved to the  Town­
ship of Lyle, br i ng ing  h i s  fa m i ly with a pa i r  of horses, a 
wagon and  the i r  househo ld  goods .  He f i rst bu i l t a l og 
house, then a frame house where he spent the rest of 
his l ife. H is w idow later l i ved w i th  a da ughter i n  Aust i n  
Township. 

Ebe n M e rry 
Eben Merry was a nat ive of New York State . He 

sett led on the west half of sect ion  4 wh i c h  he st i l l  owned 
in 1894, but at that time was l i v i ng in Aust i n .  

Vi l lage o f  Troy 
John Tifft, one of those who came in 1854, e ntered 

land in sections 4, 5 and 9. He l a i d  out the V i l lage of 
Troy and erected a saw m i l l .  He died a few yea rs later 
and his family scattered. 

1855 I nflux 
Most of the sett lers who came in 1855 and 1856 stayed 

o n l y  a short tim e. In 1855 they included: Wi l l i am Allen, 
George Carrier, Benjamin Coe, Ja mes Dav is ,  D i l a rzon a nd 
Lore nzo Moshier, Joseph R i c h a rds ,  Edwa rd Sprague ,  John  
Woodworth and David West. 

A l len,  a pioneer of Nevada, and Carr i er ,  both sett l ed 
in section 20 for a short time. Al len left for the Pac i f i c  
Coast and l a te r  l i ved i n  Orego n .  Car r ie r  went  to Texas .  

B uys Woodbu ry Place 
Coe, Sprague and Woodworth a rr ived together  in June. 

Coe bought J .  D. Wood bury's p lace i n  sect i on  33, where 
he l ived u nti l June, 1856, then so ld  to the  Rev. A l a nson 
Beach a nd A. M. St. John ,  then  moved to O l mstead Cou nty. 

Sprague, who sett led on section 28, sold two or t h ree 
yea rs later  to Judge Robert Ly le a nd retu rned to Illinois 
and later lived in Otte r Ta i l  County, M i n n .  

Woodworth pre-e m pted l a nd i n  sect ions  28 a nd 29, 
l eav i n g  short ly  fo r O l mstead Cou nty . In 1861 the Wood­
worth property was purchased by Ave ry Strong and t h ree 
years later by Orrin Barnu m .  Strong went to Otra nto a nd 
later to New York State . 

Davis pre-em pted the southeast qua rter of sect i on  22. 
He en l i sted i n  Company K,  Fo urth R eg iment  and  after 
serv i ng in the C i v i l War, resu med fa rm i ng a nd rema i n ed 
severa l yea rs, l ate r mov ing to Otte r Ta i l  Cou nty. 



Di la rzon and Lorenzo Mos h i er ,  nat ives of N ew York 
State, came from Pennsy lva n ia a rr iv ing Ju ne  14, 1855. 
Di larzon pre-em pted in sect ion 30 where he was st i ll 
l i v ing i n  1894. Lorenzo pre-em pted i n  sect ion 29 for a few 
yea rs before se l l i ng a nd leav ing for M issour i .  He re he 
found it u n p leasant a nd u n safe for a u n ion man  dur i ng 
the wa r and left for I l l i no i s  a few yea rs before movi ng to 
Texas where h e  d i ed i n  1880. 

R i c ha rds bought a c l a i m  from Wi l l iam N .  Bea n i n  
sect ion  33, b u t  l eft i n  f ive o r  s i x  yea rs for Vernon Spr i ngs, 
Iowa. 

David West, from N ew York State, l ived severa l yea r:; 
i n  sect ion 32, later mov i ng to Otra nto Station i n  M i tche l l  
Cou nty, Iowa, where h e  was serv i ng a s  a postmaster i n  
1894. H is s o n ,  C .  L .  West, was t h e n  a merchant i n  Aust i n. 

1856 I nflux 
Sett le rs who ca m e  in 1856 i n c l uded: Samue l Su rface, 

Ezra D. Ames,  the Rev. A lanson Beach ,  Joh n  Beach ,  W i l ­
son Beac h ,  Chester Ca lwe l l ,  Edwa rd Ca lwe l l ,  Lew is  Eb­
bErs, C a l v i n  H .  Owen ,  Char les Owen ,  the Rev. Sa m u e l  
Loom is ,  Hen ry Roberts,  Wi l l i a m  S he l l bach ,  A.  M .  St. J o h n ,  
Joseph Thom pson and  Wi l l iam West. 

S u rface ca me from M issour i  ear ly  in 1856 a nd pre­
em pted l a nd in sect ions 28 and 29. He bu i l t a log house 
a nd sta b les a nd i m proved a port ion  of h is  c l a i m .  I n  1861 
he e n l i sted in Company K, Fourth M i n n esota Regi ment  
a nd gave h is  l i fe i n  the  C iv i l  Wa r. 

Ames came from I nd iana in M a rch ,  pre-e m pt i ng 120 
acres in section 21 where he l i ved s ix  months before 
movi ng to section 19 where he was sti l l  l i v i ng in 1894. 

J O H N  B EA C H  FAM I LY - J o h n  Beach,  son of Alanson Beach a n d  his w ife Cath r ine  (Morr ison) Beach,  with the i r  c h i l d ren ,  
F ra n k  and M a ry Beach.  

FRA N K  M .  BEACH FAM ILY - M r. Beach,  p reside nt of First 
National Bank, h i s  wife, Zetta (Ch u rc h i l l) Beach a n d  t h e i r  
c h i l d ren  (left to right) Catherine B e a c h  (Ra d d a nt) a n d  
M a rjorie M .  Beach.  

Second Death 
Wi l l i a m  S he l l bach  a nd Lou i s  Ebbers were i m m igra nts 

from Germany ear ly  in the yea r. S he l l bach  sett led i n  sec­
tion 34, later mov ing  to Fa i rmont. Ebbers sett led i n  s ec­
tion 34. H i s  death late in the s u m mer was the second 
in the towns h i p. 

The Rev. Alanson Beach 
After the  Rev. A lanson Beach and A. M. St.  John had 

p u rchased Benja m i n  Coe's  land in  sect ions  32 and  33 i n  
Ju ly, 1856 ,  they returned to New York where Beach and 
h is  w i fe ,  Sa l i na (Ta n n er) ,  were both born in  1810 .  I n  
N ovem ber that fa l l , Beach ,  h is  wife a nd sons W i l son and  
John  a nd h i s  w ife ,  Cather ine  ( Morr iso n )  retu rned to  Ly l e  
Townsh i p. Z i l l a ,  a da ughter o f  the  Rev. and M rs .  Bea c h ,  
m ust have come wi th  the  fa m i ly, a l though women were 
usua l ly not m ent ioned in the ear ly  h i stor ies .  The Beach  
fa m i ly, i n c l ud i ng t h e i r  son ,  W i l son ,  who  was  s i ngle ,  set­
t l ed in sect ion 33. John  a nd h i s  w i fe pre-em pted land i n  
section 26. W i l son l ived with h i s  parents u nt i l a fter the  
wa r and then  sett l ed i n  sect ion 33, l ater mov ing  to  Aust i n . 
The Rev. A la nson Beach served on the  Mower County 
Board of Com m iss ioners as cha i rm a n  from 1863 to 1871. 
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John and  h i s  w i fe l i ved on the i r  c l a i m  th ree yea rs, 
then two yea rs on l a n d  purchased in sect ions  32 to 33, 
before movi ng to the A l a nson Beach homestead,  movi ng 
to Aust i n  in the l ate 1890's. John  served as  county com­
m i ss ioner  from 1887 to 1895, h e  was a Master Mason and  
a Kn ight of  Pyth i as .  They  had f i ve  c h i ldren ,  two  dy ing  i n  
i n fancy. The others were M a ry, Fra n k  M .  a n d  Kat i e .  

Cha r l es  Owen ,  who came w i th  the  Beach  fa m i ly,  en ­
tered sect ion  26  fo r  a short t i me,  then  returned to  New 
York.  He d i ed before the  end of the war .  

THE O L D  M I LL AT OTRANTO 

W i l l iam West 
Wi l l i a m  West grew to m a n hood in New York State 

where he was educated. He  m a rr i ed Char lotte L .  Gordon 
i n  1845, a n d  they were engaged i n  fa rm i ng. I n  1855 he  
came west to seek a home.  He came by tra i n  to Galena ,  
then by  boat  to McGregor. F rom there he trave led by 
foot to M i tche l l  Cou nty, Iowa , a n d  engaged i n  a saw 
m i l l  a t  Otra nto. That fa l l  he h i red a tea m and d rove to 
McGregor to meet h i s  fa m i ly a n d  they spent  the wi nter 
in M itchel l  cou nty. 

In 1856 he  made a c l a i m  in sect ion  24 of Ly le  Town­
s h i p  and bu i l t a l og ho use,  mov i n g  h is  fam ily t here in  
the fa l l .  H e  i m proved the fa rm and constructed a frame 
house where they were l iv i ng i n  1894. They had th ree  c h i l­
d re n ,  Fra nk ,  Wi l l i e  and  F lorence.  Fra n k  d ied at the age of 
24. F lo rence beca me the w ife of James K. C l a rk. 

Joseph Thom pson,  who came from Wiscons i n ,  sett led 
i n  sect ion  27 ,  where he  l ived two years befo re mov ing to 
Iowa. He served as a U n ion  so l d i e r  in the war  of  the  South­
ern Rebell ion .  Late r h e  we nt to Ca l iforn ia  where he  d ied .  

Ca l v i n  Own came from Iowa i n  l ate 1856  a nd bought 
l a n d  and mad e  a home in sect ion 30 where h e  was st i ll 
l i v i ng i n  1894. He and  h i s  wife had t h ree c h i l d ren ,  M a r­
r iet ,  Foster B .  and J u l i us C .  

Rev.  Sam uel  Loo m is 
The Rev. Samue l Loomis, a Method i st d iv i ne ,  came 

in the fa l l  of 1856 a nd pre-em pted la nd in sect ion  19.  He 
en l i sted i n  Com pany K,  Fou rth M i n ne sota Regiment ,  
served in  the wa r and  was d ischarged for a d i sa b il ity i n  
October, 1862. H e  retu rned to h i s  home where h e  d i ed i n  
Decem ber. 

Edward and Chester Ca lwe l l  came from the Keystone 
State. Edwa rd settled in sect ion  30 a nd Chester in sec­
tion 19.  After two yea rs, they so ld  out  a nd went  to Ka nsas 
and  later to Colorado. 
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Henry Roberts 
An Eng l i shman ,  Henry Roberts, came late i n  1856 and  

bought Carr ier 's  cla i m  i n  sect ion  20 ,  wh ich  he st il l  owned 
in 1894. 

Wil l i a m  Pace 
Wi l l i a m  M. Pace, a nat ive of O h io,  where he  was born 

August 31, 1822, came to Lyle in 1856 a nd located in s ec­
t ion  2 1  of Ly le  Townsh i p  where he l ived e ight years before 
mov i ng to sect ion 22 . There he bu i lt a sma l l  fra m e  house 
where h i s  fa m ily l i ved 15 years.  I n  1878 he erected a 
dwel l ing 16 x 24, 14 feet h igh with  a n  ell 16 x 16, 14 feet 
h igh a n d  a k i tchen 12 x 16, 10  feet h igh,  also a gra nary 
16 x 24. He engaged i n  ra i s i ng gra i n  and stock and  was 
one of the pros perous fa rmers i n  the townsh i p. 

Pace's nea rest sh i pp i ng po i nt for h i s  gra i n  unt i l  1864 
wa s at McG regor, 120 m i l es away. He a l so hau led wheat 
to Rochester  w i th  ox teams and  sold i t  for f i fty and s i xty 
cents a bushe l .  He was ob l igated to ca m p  on the way, 
as hote l s  were scarce as well as money. 

Pace e n l i sted in Com pany K ,  Fou rth  M i n nesota Vo l­
u nteer I nfa ntry in N ovem ber, 1861,  and  served th ree yea rs 
w i th  the Army of the  Potomac. He was honorably d i s­
charged and d rew a pens ion  of $14 a month for h i s  d i s­
a b il i ty .  

He ma rr ied Esther A.  M a rt i n ,  an  adopted daughter of 
Judge Robert Lyle, May 22, 1844. They were the pa rents 
of six c h i l d ren: Char les  M., Emery N . , Jane ,  E l izabeth A. ,  
A l m i ra 0., and Eve l i ne. They a ll marr ied and moved 
from the fa m i ly home. 

M rs .  Pace d i ed i n  1866. After 13 yea rs ,  Pace ma rr ied 
Mrs .  E lecta Gra h a m .  They were st i l l  l iv ing in Ly l e  Town­
sh i p  in 1894. 

LYLE IS NAM ED 

Robert Ly l e  was a nat ive of Oh io  a n d  came to the 
v i c i n i ty wh ich  was to ca rry h is  name i n  1856 ,  i n  the month 
of Novem ber, when W. M . . Pace,  also from Oh io, came.  
I n  1860 he was elected county court com m iss ioner. 

Lyle was Mower County Probate Judge from 1861 to 
1866. H e  succeeded G .  M .  Cameron who served from 1869 
to 1861 ,  a n d  was followed by Orma nzo Allen ,  who served 
from 1866 to 1869. He was also one of t h e  8th D i str ict 
re presentat i ves in the  Repu bl ica n  Wing in 1857. 

The townsh i p  of Lyle and the v i llage of Lyle were 
named for Robert Lyle. 

I n  1868 he moved to M issour i ,  where he cont i n ued to 
l ive. 

Capta in Robert Moore 
Robert Moore, who served as ca pta i n  of the fa mous 

Com pa n y  " K", Fourth  M i n n esota , had settled at a n  ea rly 
day i n  Otranto, where he opened a la nd off ice .  About  1859 
he came to Lyle Townsh i p  a n d  l ived in the southeast quar­
te r of sect ion 30. Ca pta i n  M oore was k i lled i n  a s k i rm i s h .  
H i s  fam ily later l ived i n  Brooklyn ,  N .  Y. 



C. R. Hughson 

C. R. H ughson ,  born J u l y  23, 1827, i n  New York State , 
came to Mower Cou nty i n  1858 and  sett l ed i n  sect ion 25 
of Ly le  Town s h i p. H is wife was Mary L. Owen from New 
York State, the youngest ch i ld of A l bert G .  and H a n n a  
Owen .  They were marr ied January 3 1 ,  1855. M r. and  M rs .  
H ughson had eight ch i l d re n :  Ha rr iet, George A. ,  John L . ,  
M a ry and Eugene W.  Three ch i ld ren .  Fra ncis. Cephes and 
Herbert. d ied ear l ier. 

I n  1882, H ughson rep laced h is sma l l  frame house with 
a more "comod ious" house 16 x 24, 14  feet h igh, with an 
add it ion of 16 x 22 ,  14 feet h igh . H ughson died Apri l 7 ,  
1884. at the age of 56.  H is widow a nd c h i ld ren rem a i ned 
on the homestead. 

ESTH ER GEKLER AND HUSBAND - This is the da ughter 
of David Gekler. 

LORENZO GEKLER AND WI FE - This is the son of David 
Ge kler, who was one of the early sett lers in Lyle TownSh i p. 

David Gekler 
Dav id  Gek l et. born in Germa ny in 1824. cam e  to 

America in 1854 and  was engaged in a cabi net factory i n  
Ut ica. N .  Y.. before com ing t o  Ceda r  Rap ids, Iowa. i n  
1857 a n d  then to Lyle Townsh i p  where he  l ived e ight 
yea rs before mov ing to sect ion 14 where he took a home­
stead, bro ught the l a nd under  CU lt ivation and engaged i n  
ra i s i ng gra i n  and  stock. H is w ife was a lso a nat ive o f  Ger­
ma ny. They were parents of e ight ch i ldren,  Ben n i e, Emma. 
Mary. Catheri ne. Lorenzo. Chr ist ia na.  Lowena and  Esther. 

George C. Al len 

Geo rge C. A l le n ,  1884 cha i rman  of the towns h i p  boa rd 
of supervisors ,  was a nat ive of Ashtabu la  Cou nty, O h io ,  
where h e  was born in 1840. When 21 years of age. he 
started out for  h i mse lf a nd was engaged i n  the o i l ref in ­
i ng bus i n ess i n  Titusv i l l e, Pa.  I n  1862 he e n l i sted i n  the  
18th Pennsy lva n ia Cava l ry, Co .  D.  a nd served unt i l January 
2, 1864, when he was d i scha rged due  to a d i sa b i l ity. He 
ca me to  M i n nesota and  sett led i n  Aust i n  townsh i p  in  
Septem ber, 1864, where he l ived fou r  years and  sett led 
in sect ion 26 of Ly le  Townsh i p  where he  constructed a 
frame house.  He fa rmed and ra ised gra i n  and  stock. A l l  
o f  h i s 160 acres were i m proved b y  1884. 

H i s  br ide of 1861 was Caro l i ne Ho lms  from Oh io. 
They had th ree ch i ldren.  George W., Ca rr ie  L. a nd Edw in  
H .  A l l en  he ld  va r ious other  off ices of  trust i n  the town­
s h i p  bes ides the off ice of supervisor. 

Thomas A. Hotson 

Thomas A. Hotson ca me to Mower Cou nty in 1862 and  
pu rchased 160  acres i n  Ly le  Townsh ip. sect ion 10 .  On ly 
th ree or  four  acres of the land had been broken a nd the 
o n ly i m provement on  the p lace was a pre-em pt ion  sha nty. 

By 1894 Hotson had a l l  of h i s  160 acres  i m p roved and  
had constructed a good set of  fra me b i u ld ings and  p la nted 
a grove. 

Hotson was born i n  Norfo l k, Eng land ,  December  16. 
1829, a nd marr ied in 1849 to Esther Guttridge. a lso a 
nat ive of Norfo lk .  

They l eft the i r  nat ive l and  i n  1854 a nd came to 
America, sa i l i ng from L iverpool October 6 and  l a nd i ng at 
New Orlea ns  after a voyage of s i x  weeks and  four days. 

They f i rst sett l ed in St. Lou is.  where he  worked in a 
ro l l i ng m i l l  short l y  a n d  then went to St. C l a re Cou nty, 
I l l i no is, where he bought i nterest in a br ick ya rd wh ich 
h e  operated one season and then engaged in fa rm i ng i n  
St. C l a re Cou nty, rema i n i ng u nt i l 1862 when they cam e  
t o  Mower Cou nty. They h a d  f ive ch i ld ren.  Atk i ns. Thomas,  
Fred, Wi l l ia m  a nd E l mer. 

Stephen A. M artin 

ste phen A. M a rt i n  came to Mower Cou nty i n  M a rch. 
1865. and sett led in sect ion 29 of Ly le  Townsh i p. where he 
rema i ned .  H e  was a native of N ew York State . His f i rst 
wife d ied in 1847 leav i ng  a ch i ld.  Rosette . He remarr ied 
i n  1848 to Mary A. Edson .  They were the parents of f ive 
ch i ld ren, Chr ist ia na.  w i fe of W. F. Tubbs. Wi l l i a m  H .• Les­
ter H ., Pear l  ie, t h e  wife of Joseph M. Wh i tford. and  Rude l l  
J. 

Wi l l ia m ,  the o l d est son. l ived at home a n d  managed 
the fa rm and  was a prom i nent  member  of the Chr ist ian 
C h u rch.  

D.  P. Kittredge 

D. P.  K i ttredge, nat ive of M a i ne, who came to M i n­
n esota in 1856 and  was engaged in the l u m be r  bus i n ess 
at  St i l lwater unt i l 1861, l eft to s pend f ive yea rs i n  Men­
doci no Cou nty. then returned to St i l lwater u nt i l  he came 
to  Ly le  i n  1868 and  bought the farm former ly  own ed by 
Jere m i a h  Phe l ps.  H e  marr ied Mary A. Decker from I l l i no is  
the fo l lowi n g  yea r. They  had f ive ch i ldre n :  M a ry, Etta. 
E l la .  Wi l l ia m  B.  and  Sad i .  O n ly 20 acres of h i s l and  was 
broken when he becam e  owner. There were no b u i l d i ngs . 
By 1894 he had constructed a comforta b l e  fra me dwe l l i ng 
a nd other b u i l d i ngs and had 75 acres of l and  under  cu l­
t i vat ion .  The fa rm had a natura l grove and was crossed 
by a crysta l stream.  
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J. S. Bowers 

A nat ive of Ca nada ,  J .  S. Bowers came to Mower 
County in 1871 from Osage, Iowa, and  located in sect ion 
17  of  Ly le Townsh i p. At Osage, J .  S .  Bowers and J .  J .  
Bowers bu i lt a nd operated a saw m i l l . The fa m i ly rem a i ned 
in Ly le  Towns h i p. M r. a nd Mrs .  Bowers were pa rents of 
seven ch i ld re n :  Norm a n ,  Hannah ,  H arr iet, M i l ton,  Char les ,  
A l berta and  W i l h e l m i na .  Norman marr ied Mary Trowbridge. 
H a n n a h  beca me the wife of Marsha l l  Haney and Harr iet 
marr ied Ma it land Va reo. M i lton ma rried E l iza beth Dicker­
son ;  Char les marr ied Augusta D ickerson, a n d  A l berta mar­
ried Benja m i n  W i l der. 

Henry C. Trowbridge 

Henry C. Trowbr idge, son of S. H .  and  D iana  Trow­
br idge, was born Apr i l 21 ,  1846, i n  Rac ine Cou nty, Wis . ,  
and  l ived with h is  parents unt i l 1863.  The date of the i r  
sett l ement i n  Ly le was ear ly  i n  1865, t h e  same y ea r  Henry 
was d i scharged after serv ing  h is two yea r  e n l i stment in  
Comany I ,  E l eventh I l l i no i s  Cava l ry with h i s  regi ment at 
Memph is ,  Ten n ., where h e  was stat ioned u nt i l the end of 
the wa r. H e  returned to Ly l e  i n  J u ly, 1865.  In  1870 he 
married Raxa na  Chand ler, da ughter of We lcome Cha nd­
l er, p ioneer  of Mower Cou nty. You ng Trowbri dge engaged 
in farm i n g  in sect ion 8 .  In 1875, he engaged in buying 
gra i n  i n  the v i l lage of Ly le  and a year later took a posi­
t ion as a c l erk i n  a grocery at Aust i n  for a yea r when he 
retu rned to the fa rm . In  1883 h e  bought a fa rm i n  sect ion 
9 ,  where t h ey cont i n ued to l ive. They were parents of five. 

ISAAC MOSHIER AND WIFE - The first white child born 
in Lyle Township, August 16 , 1 855, son of Dilarzon and 
Elizabeth Moshier. 

FIRST EVENTS 

The f i rst wh ite ch i ld born i n  Ly l e  Townsh i p  was Isaac 
Mosh ier, son of D i la rzon and E l iza beth Mosh ier, born 
August 16, 1855. 

The f i rst death in the townsh i p  was that of M rs.  
Marga ry Bea n ,  w ife of Wi l l iam N .  Bea n, i n  March,  1856. 
She was bur ied with i n  the l i m its of Wood bury Cemetery 
before it was s u rveyed. It was p lotted before 1856. Lou i s  
Ebbers, who ca me from G erma ny, d ied i n  the s u m m er the 
same yea r and  was a lso bu ried in Woodbury Cemetery. 

The f i rst m a rr iage performed i n  t h e  county under the 
a uthor ity of a l icense issued by Mower County was J u ly 
19, 1857. So marr ied were Robert B. Tifft and  Anna E l iza 
Crumen. 

8 

The first popu lat ion census i n  the county was i n  1860. 
I n  Ly le Townsh i p  there were 186 persons,  93 were fem a l e  
and 93 m a l e. O f  them, 27 were born i n  M i n n esota , 141 
born in the U n ited States and 18 born in foreign coun­
tr ies .  There were 41 dwe l l i ngs and  no one i n  Ly le Town­
sh i p  over 2 1  was l i sted as  not be i ng a b l e  to read a n d  
write .  There were 14 i n  t h e  county over 2 1  w h o  cou l d  not 
read or write. Popu lat ion i n  the towns h i p  i n  1865 was 
310, in 1870 it was 480 and in 1875, 617. The fi rst census 
of Ly le  V i l lage was i n  1875 when there were 209. In  1880 
Ly l e  Towns h i p  had 805 in the Federa l census .  

In  1884, no records ear l i er tha n 1868 were to be fou nd 
in the off ice of the townsh i p  clerk.  The 1884 Lyl e  Town­
shi p officers were :  G .  C. Al l en, cha i rma n ;  M. J. Hawley 
and W. Watk ins, su pervisors ;  Atk ins  Hotson, c lerk ;  Joseph 
Wybu rney, assessor;  O. H .  Brown, treasurer; W. C .  Potter 
and Peter W i lder, J ustices of the Peace. 

LYLE TOWNSHIP OFFICERS - Left to right: S. H. War­
rington, 24 years, 1923 to 1947; W. J. Murphy, 26 years, 
1921 to 1947; Henry Meyer, treasurer several years; T. H. 
Murphy, 44 years, 1 893 to 1 937; Hollis Weber, 19 years, 
1927 to 1946. 

CEDAR CITY 

Early comers to Ly le  Townsh ip  were i n q u i s it ive a bout 
a loca l ity ca l led Cedar City, beca use it sou nded as though 
it were a p l ace of i m porta nce. One ear ly comer,  And rew 
Gemme l told  that when he i n q u i red a bo ut Cedar  C i ty 
from the postmaster at St. Pau l ,  he was to ld  the locat ion  
and  that  very l i ke ly  he wou ld  f ind but one house there. 

La nd of th i s  s i te was in sect ion 4 on  the Red Cedar 
R iver. I t  was fi rst c l a i med by Joh n Chand ler  who l ater 
wa ived his c l a i m  to Ca leb Stock and John P h e l ps. In 1856 
the two men began construct ing a dam of ston e  and t i m­
ber, the i r  f i rst efforts i n  a p l a n  to bu i ld  a m i l l . They 
were jo i ned i n  the ventu re by T. N.  Stone and two m i l l s 
were bu i lt .  One was fu rn ished with a c i rcu l a r  saw for 
saw i ng l u m ber and  the other  was a gr ist m i l l  with one 
set of b u h rstones or  m i l lstones. I n  1858 Stock traded the 
m i l l  to  George P h e l ps.  In  August that  year, the gr ist m i l l  
was com p l eted. One sack of wheat had been  ground when 
a f lood from a sudden downpo u r  ca me and swept both 
m i l l s downstream.  A l l  hopes of the com a ny were lost. 
The m i l l s were never re bu i lt .  M a ny in t h e  ne igh borhood 
cont i n ued to be l ieve that the excel l ent water power op­
portun ity at th i s  po i nt wou ld  be deve loped a n d  that Cedar 
C i ty wou l d  some day f lour ish as  a r iva l  of Aust in .  In  1894, 
noth i ng more had been done and  a l l  that rema i ned of the 
dream were the ru ins  of the o ld  m i l l  dam.  
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VILLA G E  O F  LYLE 

The v i l l age of Ly le was or ig i na l ly compr ised of forty 
acres in sect ion  36 of Ly le  Townsh i p. It was p latted J u ne 
18, 1870, by Se lah  Chamber la i n, D. C. Sheppa rd and  
Char les M e l l rath and  was  i ncorporated March 9 ,  1875. 
The plat was f i l ed Nove m be r  10, 1870, with the county 
regi ster of  deeds. 

Fi rst officers of the v i l lage of Ly l e  were : L. W. Sher­
m a n, mayor and  just ice of the peace; John  Trod ler, O. H .  
L ucke n and  J .  H .  McLa ugh l i n, cou nci l me n ;  T .  I rgens, 
treasurer; John  Taskerud, recorder ;  F .  Kn utson, consta b le ;  
P .  McLa ugh l i n , assessor. The  f i rst v i l lage cou nci l meet­
i n g  was he ld M ay 17, 1875, when it was decided to ho ld  
regu la r  meeti ngs the f i rst Monday of  each month.  The 
f i rst order was d rawn for  $11 .25 to H .  Wiseman for pa i nt i n g  
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Cha rles Ek le  is the 1970 mayor. Counci lmen  inc l ude 
Wi l l ia m  Be l · l ,  Rona ld Ha lverson, W. E. Wood, Lou is  L.  
Taylor, with Jerry Reinartz as c lerk a nd treasu rer. 

Cha r l i e  Berg is  the v i l l age marsha l .  Ass i stant  pol ice 
off icers a re Ken neth DeBoer and Ly le  N iessen. 

The f i rst house in the v i l l age was bu i lt by Thomas 
I rgens i n  1870. H e  o pe n ed the fi rst genera l m erchand ise 
store on  the ground  f loor. He was comm i ss ioned as  the 
f i rst postmaster. Later that year two more stores were 
opened, one  by George Anderson and  Joh n O. Myhre and  
the  other  by C.  H .  Co le .  Anderson and Myhre so ld  grocer­
ies and  l i q uors and  sold out a year later to A l bert Thom­
son and  John  Gunderson.  They sold to E.  O lsen (who 
changed h is  name to Fa usett) a nd Joh n Taskerud.  The firm 
later beca me the f i rst hardwa re. 

FIRST LUMBER YAR D  IN LYLE - First manager L. A. Page. Pictured here from left to right: L. M. Sherman (3rd mana­
ger), J. P. Mortensen, A. O. Christianson, John Norris. 
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Lumber and Coal  
L. A.  Page sta rted the f i rst l u m be r  and coa l bus iness. 

He soon sold to Wi l l i a m  Colton,  in 1870. Co lton so ld to 
L. W. Sherma n ,  who ca me to Lyle in 1871 as an agent for 
Bassett, H u ntt ing & Co. ,  buying gra i n .  He cont i n ued i n  
the l u m ber  a n d  coa l trade a n u m ber o f  yea rs. 

Bassett, H u ntt i ng & Co. erected the f i rst warehouse 
in 1870. E .  B. Wa lton bu i lt a wa rehouse in 1873, se l l i ng 
two yea rs later to Myhre a nd Joh nson.  R hodes & Dayton 
from Ceda r Fa l ls ,  I owa , bu i lt a th i rd warehouse in 1874. 
Ph i l i p  McLaugh l in became the owner later. 

JAM ES P. M O RTE N S E N  - Ma nager of Botsford Lumber 
Co. 1929. 

Elevators and Wareho uses 
H.  C .  Trowbridge headed the f i rst e levator b u i lt i n  

1874 b y  a n  associat ion o f  fa rmers. They so ld  i n  1877 t o  a 
com pa ny of ten men and  l ater to Char les Wh itton of Aus­
t i n .  He h i red E.  H .  Stone to buy gra i n .  Brown & Co., M i l­
wa ukee, beca me own ers i n  1878, later l eas i n g  to Bassett 
& H u ntt i ng, who in 1875 bu i lt an e l evator with a capac ity 
of 16,000. They a lso had contro l of two warehouses with 
a u n ited capac ity of 9 ,000 bushe ls .  

Blacksm iths 
F i rst b lacksm i ths in 1870 were M. O'Br ien and T. S. 

K i lgore ,  who operated d u r i ng the w i nter. Early in 1871 
O 'Br ien moved the stock to Adams.  Joseph H a l l  was the  
th i rd b lacksm ith ,  sta rt ing  i n  1881 .  H e  so ld  a yea r la ter  to 
John  Re insm idt.  By 1894 he a lso had a wagon shop. He 
d i d  genera l repa i r i ng  as  we l l  as s hoei ng. 

PETER HANSON - First h arness ma ker in Lyle. He opened 
his shop i n  1 874. 
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Harness Shop 
Peter Hanson made the f i rst ha rness i n  Ly le .  He 

opened a shop i n  1874 and  cont inued many  yea rs. 
Meat Market 

John  Hader and  Peter Sc hodson ope ned the f i rst 
meat ma rket wh ich they operated about two yea rs then 
se l l i ng to Ph i l i p  Bower. Success ive owners were J .  B .  
H i ldebrand  and E .  H .  Ahrends. Ahrends cont i n ued severa l 
years. 

H otel 
M r. and M rs.  John  Trod ler  conducted the fi rst hote l 

and  a lso operated a bar.  
Shoemakers 

The f i rst shoemaker was Peter Joh nson,  who was 
succeeded by Bernt D. H edemark, native of Norway. He 
came i n  1875 and  added a stock of boots and  shoes. 

Furn iture 
Wo ld a nd O lson were p ioneers in the furn itu re and  

upho lster i ng  bus i ness.  Ed  Joh nson,  nat ive of  Norway, 
who l ived with h i s  father  at Adams unt i l 21  y ea rs of  age, 
then learned the  pa i nter's trade and  came to Lyle in De­
cem ber, 1883, and  opened a furn itu re bus i n ess. 

Druggists 
The f i rst d rug bus i ness was conducted by Wi l l iam 

and Scarf, who  a lso d i spensed "spi r i tuous,  vinous a nd 
ma l t  l i quors." Ca pt. Wi l l i a m  Sta n ley, vetera n of the C iv i l 
Wa r a n d  a native of N ew York C i ty, cam e to Ly le i n  1875 
and was a druggist, a nd purchased the drug bus i ness 
from Fra n k  Je·ra bek. 

CRIS J O HNSON - The mail carrier in 1.11. 

POSTAL S E RVICE 
F i rst sett lers i n  Ly le Townsh i p  were ob l iged to go to 

Au burn i n  Fayette County, I owa,  a d i stance of 80 mi l es ,  
to get  the i r  ma i l  and  to buy prov is ions. The tr i p was made 
with ox teams. 

There were no post off ices i n  the county, but l ette rs 
were often brought by trave lers to settlers from fr iends 
back east or  in the old cou ntry. The f i rst post off ice i n  
Mower Cou nty was ca l led E l khorn a nd was estab l ished i n  



PO STAL WO R KERS S O RTI N G  MAI L. 

1855 with Jacob McQu i l l a n  as postmaster. It was on the 
o ld stage route a nd ma i l  was rece ived once a week .  

When the  ma i l  route was esta b l i shed from Osage to  
Austi n ,  ma i l  was left at  Or l a ndo Wi lder's for  d i str i but ion  
i n  the  ne igh borhood . Th is  was  not a regu l a r  post off i ce ,  
but the a rra ngement was a great con veni ence to the hard 
work i ng p ioneers. 

A post office was esta b l i shed in 1856 with W. Mea ns  
as  postmaster .  I t  was on  the route from Osage to  Owa­
ton n a .  Ma i l  ca me once a week. Successor to Means was 
D. L. Chand l er, who kept the off ice at  h i s house in sec­
t ion  33 of Aust i n  Townsh i p . It later was d i scont i n ued .  

I n  1867  the ra i l road was put t h rough,  touch i ng at  Lan­
si ng, Ramsey, Aust i n  and  LeRoy a nd other  po i nts .  Some 
stage l i n es cont i n ued u nt i l as  l ate as  1870. I nc l uded were 
stages to and  from Aust i n  and  A l bert Lea ; Aust i n  to Mos­
cow; La n s i n g  to N eury ;  M itche l l  to Adams ;  West M itche l l  
to Ly le ;  Northwood to Aust i n ;  M i n ne a po l i s  to Lans i ng, 
Aust i n ,  Rose Creek, Adams and LeRoy. A l l  were stage 
routes except the one from Aust i n  to A l bert Lea and  the 
one from Mi n ne a po l i s  to po i nts in  Mower Cou nty.  

The Ly le post off ice was sta rted at M i n n ere ka Apr i l 
25, 1870 w ith  Wi l l ia m  Sche l l back as pos,tmaster. January 
19 ,  1871 ,  the  name was cha nged to  Ly le  and Thowa ld 
I rgens beca me postmaster. 

Succeed i ng postmasters a nd dates of the i r  a p po i nt­
ments were as fo l lows: Patr ick J. Co l l i ns ,  Nov.  20, 1886 ; 
O l a us G. Myh re, M a rch 22, 1889 ; Wi l l i a m  Sta n l ey,  J u ne 6, 
1892; Fra n k  B .  Losey, Sept .  22, 1894; George Robertson , 
Dec. 10,  1895; h i s  son,  B u rton J . . Robertson ,  J a n .  3, 1903 ; 
H a rvey H i ldebrand ,  May 22, 1913 ;  Cha r ley P. Fossey, J u ne 
17 ,  1930; Ne l s  E. Fedson ,  Aug. 6, 1935; Jay P. Mortensen,  
Sept .  7, 1944;  Orvi l le J .  Mortense n ,  Oct. 15,  1950;  Darre l l  
W. Matte r, Nov. 15,  1953;  Orvi l le J .  Mortensen ,  Dec. 8, 
196 1 ;  Lau rence L .  M u rphy, Aug. 3 ,  1962; V io let L .  Howa rd ,  
Sept. 1 1 ,  1964, present postm istress. 

The postoffice was once located in the bu i ld i ng used 
by S h i r l l  N e lson next to the ba n k  on  m a i n  street. In Sept. 
1965 i t  was moved to Grove Street. 

RAI LROADS 
I n  1958 the grade for the M i n ne a po l i s  & Cedar  Va l ley 

Ra i l road was made in Mower Cou nty. Then came n i ne 
yea rs of wa i t i ng, du r ing  wh ich t i m e  va r ious propos i t ions  
and  w i ldcat p l a ns were af loat .  Septe m be r  9,  1867 ,  the  f i rst 
ra i lroad eng i ne ever operated i n  Mower County reached 
LeRoy. 

In 1870, construct ion  crews of the  C h icago, M i lwaukee 
and St. Lou i s  Ra i l road Co. cam e  to bu i ld the "cut-off" 
between Aust i n  and Mason C i ty. Ly l e  was then esta b l i shed 
a s  a stat ion  on  the l i ne .  O .  N. Dar l i ng was the f i rst stat i on  
agent. 

EARLY RAILROAD YAR D S  O F  LYLE. 

Ly l e  i m med iate ly  beca me prom inent  as  a ma rket, 
ow i n g  to r iva l ry with Mona ,  one m i l e south in Iowa , then 
the trem i n us of the Cedar  Fa l l s branch of the  I l l i no i s  
Centra l Ra i l road .  

E .  H o x i e  was for severa l years conductor o f  t h e  " m i xed 
passenger and  fre ight t ra i n "  ru n n i ng ove r the "cut-off" ,  
a nd i t  beca me known fa r and near  as  " Hoxi e's tra i n , "  the 
name,  " M i lwa ukee," be ing  sca rce ly known o r  refe rred to .  

The I l l i no is  Centra l Ra i l road had a turn i n g  ta b le  at  
Mona .  The v i l lage had a hote l ,  depa rtment store, cream­
ery, other  stores, a n  e l evator, stockya rds and  was  a busy 
p l ace.  Dr .  Cobb, the i r  f i rst phys ic ia n ,  later  came to Ly le .  
Mona refused the M i lwau kee Ra i l road.  

H .  B .  Dockstader  of Otra nto, f ive m i les f rom Ly l e , 
served as depot c l erk for the M i lwau kee Ra i l road i n  Ly l e  
for s i x  yea rs, sta rt i ng  i n  1904 and  l ater worked a short 
t ime at the  Rexa l l  Drug i n  Ly le .  H e  says he never knew of 
a ny ra i l road depot be i ng held u p. 

H e  remem bers there were "too ma ny" fre ight tra i n s, 
two t ra i n  fre ights a nd two we igh freights da i ly and th ree 
to f ive t i mes a week extras out of Aust i n  to Ma son C i ty 
on the M i lwa u kee. At one t ime  th ere were 14 passe nge r  
tra i ns a day go i n g  through Ly l e ;  fou r  on  the  M i lwa ukee ;  
s i x  on the Great Western and  s i x  on the I l l i n o i s  Centra l .  
There were three depots . 

Du r i ng fa i r  t i m e  the passenger  t ra i n s  were kept busy.  
Dockstader  sa id t i cket sa les amou nted to $150 a day d u r­
i ng fa i r  t i m e. 

John  and  Kather ine  Dockstader  were H .  B. Dock­
stader's grandparents .  They ca me i n  the 1860's, or ig i na l ly 
to Osage a n d  sett l ed i n  Otra nto townsh i p, M itche l l  Cou nty, 
I owa . 

There was a rou nd house across t h e  tracks west of 
ma i n  street about two b locks. After its use by the ra i l ­
roads, i t  was used as a tow m i l l  where they processed f l ax  
straw i nto t h read.  Later there was  a sorgh u m  m i l l .  The 
tow m i l l  was operated by Boyd from Le Roy, where h e  had 
a nother  m i l l . 

I n  1965, the M i lwau kee depot was the last  of the three 
depots to be  removed . John L i nd berg was agent  a t  that  
t ime .  The ra i l road tracks rema i n  a n d  fre ight tra i ns make  
da i ly ru ns.  There a re no passenger tra i ns.  

OLE A N D E R S O N  - First Jeweler. 
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LLOYD M O RTEN S E N  - A tele phone repai rman i n  1929. 

MAI N STR E ET 

PAVI N G  O F  MAI N STR EET 
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SCHOOLS 

Schoo l District 13 was the f i rst i n  Ly l e  Township. The 
fi rst schoo l  was taught the summer of 1856 by Mar i a  
Va ughan i n  the P i n kerton l og house, sect ion  32. 

The f i rst schoo l in D istr ict 12 was ta ught by the Rev. 
Sa m u e l  Loomis  i n  a log house i n  sect ion  3., 

D istr ict 14 had its f i rst c lasses i n  a log house i n  
sect ion 5 ,  former ly owned by John  Tifft. 

D istr ict 15's f i rst teacher was Thomas Parker, who 
taught in a pr im i t ive log ca b i n  in sect ion 27, owned by 
Jose ph Thompson. 

Distr ict 70 was orga n ized in 1867. Emma S m ith taught 
the f i rst schoo l in a sma l l  frame house 12 x 16 feet in 
sect ion 19. 

D istr ict 54, o rga n ized in 1867 and the f i rst schoo l 
was of logs located i n  sect ion  12 a nd Cynth ia  Addington ,  
Stacyv i l le ,  I owa , was the f i rst teacher. 

r� n , . • 1 II 

LYL E  S C H O O L  B U I LT I N  1817 - Later converted to the 
Cu lvert Factory. 

Lyle Publ ic  School  
The f i rst schoo l house in the vi l lage of Ly le  was con­

structed in 1873, the  same yea r  schoo l D i str ict 90 was 
orga n ized , formed most ly from the eastern part of D i str ict 
15, or M i n nereka .  A 16 x 26 foot schoo l was constructed 
on lots 11 a nd 12 in b l ock 4. The lots were a g ift from the 
owner. Decks exte nded a round th ree s ides ,  attached to the 
wa l l s w i th  benches for  seats. S .  Anna McCune ,  Au sti n ,  
was the f i rst teacher. 

LYLE S C H OOL B U ILT I N  1906 



The d i str ict was made i ndependent a yea r or so later. 
In 1877 a l a rge two-room schoo l  was constructed . Th is  
cont i nued to  be the home of  the  pub l ic school  i n  Ly le  
u nt i l 1906 when a new $15,000 schoo l was constructed and  
the  or ig i n a l  s i te w i th  the  b u i l d i ngs be i ng so ld to  the  Ly le 
Corrugated Cu lvert Compa ny and used as a factory s i te .  
(See I nd ustr ies) .  

Mem bers of the broad of educat ion  in 1911 i nc l uded 
Dr .  W. S. Cobb,  pres ident ;  B. J . Robertson ,  secreta ry; H .  
G .  Da h l ,  treasurer ;  and  C .  M .  Anderson ,  J .  O.  Joh nson and 
W. L. Co le ,  board mem bers. W. H .  Deta more was schoo l 
s u per i ntendent  and  Go ld i e  Car l ,  pr i nci pa l .  

I n  1957 t h e  schoo l was remodeled a n d  e n l a rged i n  a 
$530,000 bu i l d i ng progra m ,  a bout  the t i me of schoo l re­
orga n izat ion  a n d  red istr ict i ng, as cou ntry schoo ls were 
c losed and ch i ldren were transported by bus to schoo l 
i n  Ly le  as they are at present. 

S C H O O L  1970 

Schoo l adm i n istrators i n  1970 i ncl ude: John  H .  Ennen ,  
s u pe r i ntendent ;  Cha r l es J .  We isman ,  h igh school p r i nc i ­
pa l ;  and  M rs .  Edna Morga n ,  e lementa ry  pr i nci pa l .  

H igh schoo l facu l ty mem bers i nc lude :  Maur i ne  
Goetsc h ,  Dav id  Da h lqu ist, Ross Petersen ,  Betty Bos, 
Rache l H udson,  Del  E l ston ,  Pa m M o l l e r, Rich a rd Adams,  
James Ha lsted ,  Chery l  M u nde l l ,  Dav id  Sch e n k, Al l en  
Anderson,  M a rt ic ia B a i ley and  Joa n n e  Ne lson .  

E lementa ry facu l ty mem bers a re :  Fra nces Patterson,  
Mar ie Brands,  Rita Seeger, Caro l  Er la ndson ,  Caro l  W i l ­
l i ams ,  Ma ry Trucken m i l ler ,  Ade l i ne Longwort h ,  Betty K l i ne­
p i e r, Da l e  Ha nson.  

Mem bers of the boa rd of ed ucat ion i nc lude :  Mrs .  
G l enn  Wi lson ,  p res ident ;  Robert G leason,  c lerk ;  A lden 
Sma l l , t reas u rer ;  Don a l d  U l l and ,  Ceci l Wa h lers and M rs .  
Ken neth DeBoer, boa rd members. 

1909 B U STE RS - Left to right: M rs. Bart i l  (J as ie Ashley), 
Mrs. Jewett Hofland (Josie Jaco bso n), M rs. Kel ly  (Myrtle 
B isbee), M rs. Newe" Nelson (B i l l i na S uyeson),  Mrs. Ben 
Myh re (Cora Nel son),  M rs. J o h n  Jaco bson (C lara Morstad).  

1909 B L O OM E R S  - M rs. Hvoe (Alma Morstad),  M rs. E lmer 
Nelson (Nora Enerson) ,  M rs. Lawrence Meyer (S o p h i a  
Ne lson), M rs. Anderso n  (Coru B i s bee), M rs. Chr is  Foss 
(Cora Lerud),  M rs. Theo Enerson (Mabel Nelson).  

1969-1970 S C H OOL BOARD MEMBERS - From left to right: D o nald Ul land,  Cecil  Wah lers, A l den Sma", M rs. Glenn Wil­
son, Robert G l eason ,  Mrs.  Ken neth DeBoer, and J o h n  E n nen,  s u perintende nt. 
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CHURCHES 

Th Rev. Wm. Lowry, a Presbyteri a n  min i ster res id ing 
in Free born Cou nty, conducted the first re l ig ious servi ces 
in Ly le. They were he ld  in the wa it ing room of the Mi l­
wa ukee depot in Ly l e. 

A Union Sunday School was orga n ized i n  1865 i n  the 
schoo l house in sect ion 9 with Mrs. Mary Mart i n  as s u p­
eri ntendent. Later c lasses were he ld  by the Methodist 
Episcopa l Class. Sunday School was he ld from s pring to 
the begin ning of winter, then c l osed until  the following 
spri ng. 

Wood b ury C h urch of Chr ist 
The Wood bury Church of Christ was orga n ized i n 

October, 1882, by the Rev. C. S. Baeu lieu with 15 members. 
Eld ers were D. Moshier a n d  A. Howard. W. H. Martin a nd 
W. Case were deaconsi C. Butts, J. Moshier and A. How­
ard, trustees, with Mart i n  as clerk. 

In May, 1884, a Sa bbath School  was organized with 
W. H. Martin as superinte nde nt. Worship was i n  the school 
house with Sunday m eetings a n d  sermons every four 
weeks. The Rev. Beau lie u  was pastor, mem bership was 
19. 

Other Serv ices 
People of Ly l e  attended church in the surrou nding 

area in private homes. One of these was in Nevada Town­
ship where f irst re l igio us meetings in 1854 were held at  
the Frond Richardson home. A gra nddaughter of Frond 
Richardson,  M rs. Va nce Hotson,  and her husba nd have 
been residents of Ly le Vi l lage for severa l years. 

When schoo ls  were bu i lt,  these were used for re l igious 
service. 

I f !f' 

SIX M I LE G R OVE C H U R C H  191 8  

14 

Six M i le  G rove Lutheran C h u rch 

From 1853 and on ,  many Norwegia ns ca me from Nor­
way to the Six Mi le  Grove forest. They had belonged to 
the Lutheran State Church of Norway and hoped for a 
pastor to preach to them and ad minister the sacra ments. 
The nearest Lutheran Church was at St. Ansgar, Iowa , 
where the early settlers took their infants for ba ptism a nd 
their young peo p l e  for religious instruction and confirma­
tion.  Marriages were also conducted there. Among Luth­
era n pastors who visited the early sett lement to conduct 
devotiona l serv ices were C. L. C lausen,  Preus a nd Otteson. 

Six Mile Grove congregation was perma nently or­
ganized N ovem ber 19, 1859, one of the first Scand i navia n  
congregations i n  M ower County. The f irst b u s i ness meet­
ing was he ld under the "Big E!m Tree" on the Thrond 
K leppo Richardson farm (now the LaVern Aust i n son pl ace) 
in section 29 of Lyle Township. Services conti n ued here 
and in other hom es u n til a church was bu i lt. Constru c­
tion bega n in 1867 and was com p leted the fo l lowi ng spring. 
It was ded i cated i n  1868 by the Rev. Joha n Olson. The 
buil d i ng com m i ttee inc l uded the Rev. C.  L. C l a usen, Hans 
O. Anderson ,  Ole Sa m pson a n d  Gu nder Kn utson. Sa m pson 
laid the foundation. Bricks for the church were mad e 
from so i l  i n  section 27 on the Ed N e lson farm. 

J u n e  20, 1937, a monument was dedicated to mark the 
place of The Big E l m ,  where the congregation was or­
gan ized a n d  he ld  divine serv ices. The tree was descri bed 
as so large that the shadow from its bra nches covered a 
half  acre. It was 85 feet i n  c ircu mfere nce a n d  was s a i d  
to be the largest e l m  in the N orthwest. 

I n  J a n uary, 1951,  the three Luthera n Churches of the 
Ly le area,  Six Mi le  Grove, Our Savior's of Ly le  and Our 
Savior's of Mona,  adopted a parish const itut ion,  sti l l  keep­
i n g  the i r  three p l a ces of wors h i p. They purchased a n d  
renovated a furn iture store i n  Ly l e  which had formerly 
been a garage. This beca me the centra l meet i ng place for 
the b u s i n ess sess ions of the three congrgat ions. It was 
ded i cated Septem ber 13, 1953, as Trin ity Luthera n Parish 
Center. In 1957, a $22,000 parish parsonage was b u i lt  at 
the north end of Ly le  for pastors serving the three 
churches. 

The cemetery which had early buri a l s  in 1857, and was 
owned and contro l led by the Six Mi le Grove congregat ion,  
was turned over to the Six M i le Grove Cem etery Assoc ia­
t ion and i ncorporated March 10, 1913. 

Four sons of the Six Mi l e  Grove congregat ion entered 
the m i n i stry: O le  T. Lee, Gu stave T. Lee, A lfred B. A nder­
son a n d  J ohn M. Eggen. 

The Cente n n i a l  observa nce of the congregation was 
observed in 1959. 

Pastors who served were: C. L. Clausen,  Johan Olson,  
B. B. Gje lda ker, N. N. Esser, Dr. Olaf Lee ( i nterim),  A. 
Elmer Moe, G. Storaas l i  ( i nteri m) ,  C. S. Va ng, O. M. La nge­
haugh, M. L. Hostager, T. G. Torvi k, O. T. Boe, S. V. Gjer­
vik, S. O. Stenson,  Gordon Rasm usse n ,  Ernest Sto len 
(interi m) ,  Sta n ley  Klemesrud,  1960-69, a n d  Ei ner Unseth, 
August 1969 to the prese nt time. 

I n  1959 votes were taken i n  the three congregations 
to determ i n e  whether they sho u l d  form one congregation 
of a l l  three. The vot i n g  revea led they were not a l l  in  favor 
of this. Both S i x  Mi l e  Grove a n d  Mona ch urches remained 
as s ister ch urches in the Tri n ity pari sh, keep ing the ir  
separate congregations,  but  cont i n ued to  be served by the 
same pastors. 

Our Savior's congregat ion of Lyle decided to estab­
lish a one-congregat ion parish. 



Mona Lutheran C h u rch 

Our Sav ior's Luthera n Church of Mona was orga n ized 
September  29, 1876, at the old Mona Schoo l .  Pr ior  to its 
orga n izat ion ,  members were pa rt of the St. Ansga r Nor­
weg ian  Lutheran Church from 1853 to 1859 a nd pa rt of the 
Six M i l e  G rove Congregat ion from 1859 to 1875. Pastors 
from the S i x  M i le G rove ch u rch served the new church .  
The church was constructed i n  1882. 

Su nday School was orga n i zed in 1887 a nd the Mona 
and Ly l e  Lad i es M i ss ion Society was orga n i zed at the 
home of M rs.  Jacob Jensen i n  Ly le ,  October I ,  1887. 

J u ne 15,  1941,  Odea n Tieman ,  son of the Mona con­
gregat ion ,  was orda i ned i nto the m i n istry. 

In 1951 the Mona congregat ion beca me pa rt of the 
Tr i n ity Pa r ish  of Ly le .  

The  75th a n n iversa ry of  the ch u rch was  observed i n  
1952 when t h e  Rev. S .  V. Gjerv i k  was serv i n g  the  pa r i sh  
as pastor. Tr i n ity Par ish  pastors have cont in ued servi ng 
the Mona ch urch to the present t ime .  

I n  1963 a fe l l ows h i p  ha l l , k i tchen  and  wash rooms were 
added to the ch urch and  th is  has been used as a socia l  
center for the Mona com m u n ity. The congregat ion i s  an ­
t ic i pat ing  i ts  Centen n i a l  observa nce i n  1976. 

Our Saviors L uthera n C h u rch 

In 1907 the Luthera n  Lad ies Aid Society of Ly l e  pur­
chased two l ots i n  the east pa rt of town for $400 to be 
used for a chu rch s i te. 

May 20, 1911 ,  a m eet i ng of Ly le  a rea peop le  i nte rested 
in orga n iz ing a Luthera n  Church in Ly l e  was h e l d  at the 
v i l l age cou nci l cha m bers. A corporat ion was formed to 
b u i ld a Luthera n  ch urch.  The Rev. N.  N.  Essor cha i red 
the meet i ng. I t  was decided to bu i l d a n d  to name the ed i ­
f ice Our  Saviors Luthera n  Church . N a m ed as b u i l d i ng 
com m ittee were:  Ed Bjork, O. H .  Da h l , Wm. Swenson,  K.  
O. Strand ,  Dr .  P .  T. Torke lson ;  a f i na nce com m ittee i n ­
c l uded Er ick Anderson,  Chr is  Johnson a n d  R. A. Anderson , 
treasu rer. 

O U R  SAV I O R 'S LUTH E RAN C H U R C H  - The corner sto ne 
for the ch urch was layed Septem ber 3, 1 9 1 1 .  

The corner stone was l a i d  Septem ber 3, 1911 .  Febru a ry 
23, 1912,  O u r  Sav ior's m et jo int ly  with the S ix M i le G rove 
a n d  Mona congregat ions  to ca l l  a pastor to serve the th ree  
congregat ions .  The  Rev. A.  E .  Moe was  ca l led and  was 
i nsta l l ed at  O u r  Savior's C h u rch Apr i l 20, 1913. The church 
was dedicated J u n e  22, 1913. 

O U R  SAVI O R 'S LUTH E RA N  C H U R C H  

M a rch 14, 1914, O u r  Savior 's ,  S i x  M i l e G rove a nd Mona 
ch u rches met jo i nt l y  and decided to buy a n d  modern ize a 
bu i l d i ng i n  Ly le  for a pa rsonage as property of the th ree 
congregat ions .  In J a n u a ry ,  1951, the three congregat ions 
formed the Tr i n ity Luthera n Par ish ,  as stated ea r l i er. The 
Tr in ity Lutheran Center  was later esta b l i shed a nd the new 
pa r ish pa rsonage was bu i l t in 1957. 

In Apr i l ,  1959, when vot i ng  by the congregat ion re­
vea led they were not a l l  in favor of form i n g  one congrega­
t ion ,  Our  Sav ior 's decided to form a one-congregat ion 
pa r ish .  They ca l led the  Rev. Mer land Joh nson who bega n 
serv ing  the congregat ion in Septem ber, 1959, a nd was i n­
sta l l ed J a n u a ry 17, 1960. 

Our Sav iors in November, 1959, purchased the sha res 
of S i x  M i l e G rove and  Mona congregat ions in the Tri n ity 
Par ish  Center and the pa rsonage at $30,000, a n d  beca me 
owners i n  f i na l tra nsact ion i n  Februa ry,  1960. 

Nove m ber 7, 1961 ,  a n  add it iona l e ight a nd th ree 
quarters acres of l a n d  in the north pa rt of Ly l e  were pur­
chased from he i rs of the Joh n H o l l erud estate at $6,000.  
Here a new $175,000 ch u rch was constructed begi n n i ng 
i n  Apr i l ,  1966. The f i rst service i n  the new ch u rch was 
February 19,  1967. Ded icat ion  was Apri I 16, 1967, by Dr. 
Me l ford S.  Kn utson ,  Southeastern M i n nesota D istr ict 
Pres ident .  Tota l cost of the bu i l d i ng project, i nc lud i ng 
l a nd was $283,293.22. 

Pastors were : N. N. Essor, A.  E .  Moe,  G .  Storaas l i  
( i nter i m) ,  A .  E .  Moe,  C .  S .  Ya ng, O .  M .  La ngehough,  M .  L 
Hostager, T. G. Torv i k, Pau l Boe ( i nter i m ) ,  S. V. Gjerv i k, 
David G ranskou ( i nte r im ) ,  S .  O. Stenson,  G .  E. Rasm us­
sen, E .  G .  Sto len ,  Mer l and  Joh nson ,  Septem ber, 1959, to 
the present t i me.  

Otranto Co m m u n ity Ch urch 
Otra nto Com m u n ity Church was served by the fo l low­

i ng pastors:  Risse, 1930-34 ; H a h n ,  1937 ; Davis ,  1938; No rth­
d u rft, 1940's to 46; Howa rd Root ca l led short ly  afte r se rv­
i ng to M a rch 4, 1955 ; E lv i n  La brenz, 1955-1963; Eugene 
Schm idt, 1963- 1967;  Car l  Ca l l oway ca me Apr i l ,  1967. 
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St. Peter Lutheran Ch urch 
The Rev. Carl J u ngk, R idgeway, Iowa, and four  Ger­

man  i m m igra nt fam i l i es of Toeterv i l le formed a congrega­
t ion .  The fa m i l ies were those of Ph i l i pp Ba ldner, Sr . ,  
Wi Ihe lm La ngrock, George Sch u lze and  H e i n rich  Toeter.  
They ca l l ed it  the  Germa n Evange l ica l Luthera n  St. Peter's 
Congregat ion of U n ion Townsh i p. 

I n  1876 a pa rsonage was constructed where worsh i p  
services were he ld  a n d  i n  1884 t h e  church was con­
structed. In 1907 it  was moved to Toetervi l le and the pa r­
sonage and  grou nds so ld .  S ix  lots in Toeterv i l le were given 
by He in r ich  Toefer for the new locat ion .  

S eptem ber 8, 1946, the 75th a n n iversary of  the church 
was observed .  In  1966 the church was ra ized and removed 
for construct ion of a new $64,000 ed if ice on the s i te. 
G rou nd brea k i n g  was Septem ber 25, 1966, and d ed i cat ion 
was Septem ber 10 ,  1967. 

Pastors who served fo l lowing the Rev. Ca r l  J u ngk 
were :  George Landgrebe, Ernest Lehmann ,  Max Jahr, 
Johannes Leh mann ,  C. Bosho l m ,  H .  Raum,  E. C. Meyer, 
Wm . P. Ka m ke. Membersh i p  in 1968 tota led 83 fa m i l ies 
with 286 bapt ized and 197 conf i rmed mem bers. 

Gospel  M iss ion 
I n  ear ly  1900's i n  the  vi l lage of Ly le ,  the Gospe l 

M iss ion gathered week ly for prayer a nd wors h i p. They 
d i d  not have a regu la r  pastor, but often he ld  a ser ies of 
eva nge l ist ic  serv ices u nder the d i rect ion of trave l i ng 
eva nge l ists. 

CO N G R E GATI ONAL CH U R CH 

Congregat ional  
The Congregat iona l C h u rch was orga n ized as a u n ion  

of the M ethod ist Ep iscopa l and  Congregat iona l bod ies 
and incorporated Apri l 24,  1886.  The i r  ch urch bu i l d i ng 
was ded icated Jan uary 30, 1887. The sermon was de­
l ivered by the Rev. J. H. Mar ley, state s u per i ntndent of 
the Home M iss ionary Soc iety. F i rst pastor was J .  S. 
Rou nce. A pa rsonage was bu i l t  in 1896. In 1911  the Rev.  
A. G .  Wash i ngton was pastor. The c h u rch had a Sunday 
Schoo l ,  Chr ist ian  Endeavor Soc iety a nd a Lad ies A id .  
L .  W. Sherman ,  f i rst mayor of Ly le ,  was a mem ber for  
many yea rs. 

Bethel A l l ia nce C h u rch 
I n  1906 the  Method ist gro u p  dec ided to se l l  the i r  

church a n d  it  was pu rchased b y  H a lvor, Gu nder Kn ute 
a nd Char les Vo lstad fa m i l ies and ca l led the M iss ion 
Church .  Under  the l eaders h i p  of Knut  Vo lstad ,  i t  served 
the com m u n ity. I n  1937 the property was given to the  
C hr ist ian M iss ionary A l l ia nce and the churc h  was o r­
gan ized i n  1940 and '41 by the Rev. Les l ie P i ppert, f i rst 
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BETH E L  ALLIA N CE CH U R CH - Which was once the 
Method ist Church.  

pastor. The church was later ca l l ed the Bethe l  A l l ia nce 
Church .  

Other pastors were Berna rd S .  K i ng, Howa rd Root, 
Samue l Stoesz, R .  S. Yeats, Jerome Peterson ,  W i l bu r  J u n­
ker, M .  H .  Overback ,  R ichard Wi l l i ams and Dav id  Ash l ey, 
present pastor. Pa u l  Johnson and his wife ,  Pr ic i l la ,  who 
went in 1947 from the congregat ion as m iss iona r ies to 
Tha i land ,  were shot wh i l e conduct i ng a serv ice there i n  
1952. Both were k i l led .  

Catho l i c  Church 
The Queen of Peace Catho l i c  Church was orga n ized 

at the Ly le  v i l lage ha l l  May 19, 1946, by the Rev. D.  A. 
Cu n n i ngham,  pastor of the Queen of Ange ls  pa r ish ,  Aus­
t i n .  The f i rst serv ice was held over Haa kenson's G rocery 
i n  the Aust i nson H a l l ,  where they met unt i l December  that 
yea r when they purchased the bu i ld i ng o n  the corner of 
the Med ica l bu i ld i ng, former ly  used at  va r ious t i mes as 
a m i l l i ne ry, a resta u ra nt,  a bea uty shop and  a contra ctor's 
off ice and shop.  The b u i l d i ng was remode led and e n l a rged 
and converted in to a church ready for  occu pancy by 
Decem ber 8,  1946. It was ded icated and b lessed February 
9, 1947, by the Most Rev. Leo B i nz,  D.D. ,  Coadjutor B ishop 
of Winona .  

Mem bers of the advisory comm ittee e l ected i n  1946 
at the orga n izat iona l meet ing  were : George B utts ,  M rs .  
E. Ada ms,  Don Enge l ,  Franc is  M u rphy, M rs .  Henry M eyer. 

WOO D B U RY CEM ETE RY 
Wood bury Cemetery is  noted as the last rest ing  p lace 

for many ear ly  sett lers. It was esta b l ished by J .  C. Wood­
bury in 1855 and poss i b ly ear l ier .  Wood bury came to th i s  
a rea i n  sect ion 33  i n  1853 or  ea r l ie r  and  sett led on the  
ba n ks of  Red  Cedar  R iver. The  cemetery was  a pu b l i c  
bur ia l ground unt i l J u n e  8,  1883, when a rt i c l es o f  the  
Wood bury Cemetery Assoc iat ion  were  f i  led .  The cemetery 
map shows it was p l otted before 1856. Records of bur ia l 
i n  a port ion  not p l otted on the  map have not been found ,  
except for  mon uments p laced on graves i nd,icat ing bur ia l 
i n  1856. Ear ly  records were destroyed by f i re .  

Ma rga ry Bean ,  w ife of Wm.  Bea n,  the  f i rst to d ie in  
Ly l e  Town s h i p, was buried i n  Woodbury Cemetery, but no 
ma rker has been fou nd.  The nel;(t buri a l  was that  of M rs .  
A. C .  Cha p i n ,  w ife of a C iv i l Wa r Vetera n ,  who d i ed Apr i l  
16, 1856. T h e  th i rd was Lou is Ebbers, w h o  d i ed .se ptem­
ber 6 ,  1856. The mon ument of Marjory H ite has the dates 
1792-1856. M r. and M rs .  D i l a rzon Moshier ,  parents of I saac 
Mos h i er, f i rst c h i l d  born i n  Ly le  Townsh i p  i n  1855, a re 
bur ied i n  the cemetery, but not I saac.  The f i rst ch i ld 
born i n  Otranto Towns h i p, Iowa, i n  1855, E lo ise W i l der, 



daughter of Mr .  and M rs.  And rew Jackson Wi lder, was 
bur i ed here in 1858. The 1880 records of the cemete ry 
show the fo l l ow i ng ea r ly  sett l e rs bu r ied here :  Jams Dav is ,  
Andrew Jackson Wi lder  and  Or lando  Wi lder ,  who ca me to 
th i s  area i n  1854; Wm. A l l en ,  E rastus Bedford ,  A. H .  
Cha p in ,  D i la rzon and Lorenzo Mos h i er ,  who came i n  1855 ; 
Ezra Da n Ames, D. J .  Butts, Lew is  Ebbers, Cha r l es Ger­
m a i n ,  Samue l Loom is ,  A. M .  St. John  a n d  S iome Wi l l i ams ,  
who ca m e  i n  1856; J .  M .  C l a rk ,  Chas .  Germa i n ,  R .  P .  G i b­
son ,  J .  H .  Gos lee ,  T i mothy Gos leen  and Wm. Gos lee ,  J. H .  
Stewa rt, w h o  ca me i n  1857, a n d  many oth ers .  Another i s  
Dr .  W .  T .  Cobb ( 1847-1932) ,  who served as m e d i c a l  doctor 
in Ly le com m u n i ty 55 yea rs. 

The 1 10th a n n iversary of the Wood b u ry Cemetery was 
observed in 1965. Off icers of the associ at ion  at  that t ime  
i nc l uded : Fra n k  Bedford, p res ident ;  Va nce Hotson ,  v ice 
p res ident ;  G race Ba rnes,  secreta ry; G l enn  Machacek, 
treasurer ;  Car ro l l  Howa rd ,  sexton and ca reta ke r ;  M i n n i e  
Cafourek, E m m a  Kva le ,  R .  J .  Ca m pbe l l ,  Lou i e  Howa rd 
and G race Gos lee, trustees. 

LYLE DO CTO RS 
Dr. A. Truane was the f i rst phys ic i a n  to locate in Ly l e .  

He  ca me i n  1870, later mov i ng to  Wiscons i n .  D r .  Ta nner ,  
a homeopath, a l so ca me in 1870 fo r a short t i me.  Dr .  M .  
G .  Gordon from Montrea l ca me i n  1881 ,  but rema i ned o n l y  
a br ief period. 

STATE M ENT 
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M 
I n �· w. F. COBB, n .  D. ,  

O P" r-" I C E  H O U R S :  

9 00 - 1 2: 0 0  A . M .  
1 : 00 - 3 : 0 0  P .  M '  . . .  Physician and Surgeon 

D r. W. F. Cob b  
I n  t h e  1 9 1 1  h istory o f  Mower Cou nty, Dr. W .  F. Cobb, 

Dr. W. A. Frazer and Dr.  P. T. Torke lson, a l l  of Ly le, were 
l i sted as members of the f i rst cou nty Med i ca l Associa­
t ion orga n ized i n  1902.  Dr .  Cobb was the  f i rst v ice pres i ­
dent and i n  1903 was pres ident. 

Dr. Wi l l i s Frederick Cobb ( 1847-1932) served as a p io­
neer doctor i n  the ear ly  days of M i n nesota and Iowa . H is 
ca reer "spa n ned 58 yea rs" .  H e  l ived at Mona, a m i le south 
of Lyle from 1874 to 1895, when he  and his fa m i ly moved 
to Ly le .  He and  h is br ide  of 1871 beca me parents of fou r  
daughters. One was Ed na ,  who beca m e  M rs .  M .  C .  Put­
nam of Ly le .  

'N. A .  F R A Z E R .  M .  D .  

Dr.  Cobb served as deacon of the  Congregat iona l 
Chu rch ,  was super i ntendent of the  Ly le Su nday Schoo l .  
He  was a Repu b l ica n  a nd se rved Ly le  as  mayor ,  just ice 
of the peace and  pres ident of the boa rd of ed ucat i on .  

H i s  records showed 1 ,020 b i rths e ntered.  The  f i rst 
was Ha rry Oa ks, September 8 ,  1874, at Mona ,  and  the last  
J .  F.  Ogden .  fema l e ,  Februa ry 17, 1927.  at Otra nto.  M rs . 
Cobb d i ed Dece m ber  23, 1938, s i x  yea rs after Dr .  Cobb.  

In  ea r l y  years of h is  pract ice, Dr .  Cobb made co u ntry 
ca l l s by horse and buggy in s u m mer ,  by horseback i n  
m uddy weather, a n d  by s l e igh i n  winte r snow. Eve ryo ne 
knew the sound of h i s  s l e igh be l l s .  He was one of the 
f i rst i n  Ly le  to  have a n  automob i l e , a red cha i n -d r ive 
Bu ick. 

Dr. P. T. Torke l s o n  
Another  phys ic i an ,  who was act ive i n  Ly l e  21 years ,  

was Dr .  Peter T. Torke lson ,  who came in Apr i l ,  1909.  He 
was a graduate of Va l pa ra i so U n ivers ity and the Ch icago 
Co l l ege of Med ic ine  and  Su rgery and se rved a yea r of 
i nte rn s h i p  at Deaconess Hosp ita l ,  C h i cago. L i ke Dr. Cobb,  
h e  was a recogn ized membe rs of the Mowe r Cou nty Med i ­
ca l Assoc ia t ion ,  as  was  Dr .  W. A.  Fraze r .  Dr .  Torke lson 
served as  a surgeon for the I l l i no i s  Centra l Ra i l road .  He 
served many years  as  a member  of the Ly l e  Schoo l board 
of educat ion .  H e  b u i l t  a home in Ly le .  At the "ge of 49, 
he  d i ed in 1930. H i s w idow, Be l le ,  a regi stered n u rse,  
cont i n u ed to l ive in the i r  home in Ly le .  After  d r i v i ng 
horses to make h i s  ca l l s in ear ly yea rs, Dr .  Torke lson was 
a nother of the f i rst to have an automob i l e, a red Bu ick. 

Dr.  W. A. Frazer 
Dr. W. A. Frazer ,  who ca me to Ly le  in 1887 or ea r l i e r, 

l i ved to the  age of 90 . He  pract i ced med i c i n e  i n  Ly l e  and  
Osage for a pe r iod of  nea r l y  40  yea rs and  then l eft for 
M i n nea po l i s in 1925. He  was born in Bedford, Pa . ,  in 1849, 
a nd passed away in N ovember,  1939, in M i n neapo l i s  where 
h i s  home was at 3313 Emerson Ave . South .  He  was at that 
t ime,  su rvived by a son ,  Ma rk, of Ba r r i en ,  Con n . ;  a daugh­
ter- i n - Iaw, M rs.  J .  D.  Frazer, and  one n i ece , M rs .  Rose 
Merryma n ,  both of M i n neapo l is .  

D r. George Me lzer 
In 1916, when Dr.  Frazer p l a n ned to be gone for some 

t ime to see about h i s gra pefru i t  ra nch  in Cuba,  he  had 
Dr. George Me lzer ,  a graduate of Northwestern Unive rs ity, 
come as h i s  re p l a cement, leav i ng for Eva nsv i l le ,  M i n n . ,  
w h e n  Frazer retu rned.  Later w h e n  D r .  Frazer left for Osage, 
Dr .  M e lzer was aga i n  persuaded to come to Ly le .  He served 
unt i l  h i s hea lth fa i l ed a nd ret i red in 1958 afte r be i n g  i n  
the profess ion 5 0  years,  43 of wh ich we re spent i n  Ly le .  
He rece ived a ce rt i f icate of  apprec iat ion  f rom Pres ident  
Tru man  i n  recogn i t i on  for prov i d i ng free exa m i nat ions  fo r 

S H .  R A BU C K .  M .  D .  
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OffiCI" Over Lund a: Llndland's Store . S y n d icate Blk.  J !\ 
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p l o�ed by n o te o r  a e ce pta n c e  . 
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265 draftees i n  Wor ld  Wa r I I .  H e  had a l so been act ive 
d u r i ng the i n f l ue nza ep idem ic  d u r i ng WW I a nd fo l low i ng, 
and was a su rgeon for the M i lwa u kee and I l l i no i s  Centra l 
Ra i l roads.  

D E NTI STS 

A v i s i t i ng dent ist ofte n came to Ly le  in ear ly  days.  
H i s  off ice was whereve r opportu n i ty knocked,  somet imes 
i ndoors a n d  other  t i mes outs ide .  

Other  dent i sts were Dr .  H a nson ,  Dr .  Va i l  a n d  Dr .  A. 
A. Lee. Dr. Lee i s  we l l  remem bered .  He came to Ly le i n  
1911 ,  as  a graduate from C h i cago Co l l ege o f  Denta l S u r­
gery, hav ing  prev ious ly chose n Ly le  from h i s  know ledge 
of tra i n  sched u les ga i ned when he  was a ra i lway ma i l  
c l erk i n  1904. He had dec i ded when i n  h igh schoo l that  
dent ist ry was a n  i nv i t i ng  way to "make good money 
pretty fast." He rented a n  off ice i n  the H a l tson b u i ld i ng 
over  the  G a m b l e  store where he co nt i n ued unt i l he s uf­
fered a stroke in 1958. He d i ed i n  1959. Du r i ng those 47 
yea rs in a l l , he  treated th ree generat ions  of some fa m i l ies .  

When the  downsta i rs was vaca nt,  he  had to carry 
water for h is  off ice i n  w i n ter as  wate r p i pes wou ld freeze 
when there was no heat in the l ower rooms.  

Many  pat i ents came from Iowa on  the 6 a .m.  passen­
ger in ear ly days.  Others came from London,  Myrt le ,  Car­
pe nter, Otra nto a n d  G rafton as we l l  as from the Ly l e  
a rea . H i s w i fe was  cooperative a n d  wa i ted s u pper unt i l 
he had f i n i shed,  somet i mes l ate at n ight, so they cou ld  
d i ne together .  I n  l a ter  yea rs,  he opened h is  off ice a round  
10 a .m .  a n d  took l i fe a l i tt le  eas i e r. He a n d  M rs .  Lee some­
t i mes rented a horse and buggy to go f i s h i n g  in Ced a r  
R iver. He  l ater owned a car.  

and, th rough hopes of a cont i n u a nce of these cond i t ions ,  
st i m u lat i ng many i nto extravagance a nd debt. But  t h i s  
yea r o f  p l e nty w a s  fo l lowed t h e  next a n d  after yea rs by 
an a l most tota l fa i l u re of wheat, com pe l l i ng a rad ica l 
cha nge i n  the methods of fa rm i ng, w ith  a resu l t i n g  de­
press ion  of bus i ness u n t i l  the readjustment  was affected ."  

Fire of 1 891  
S herman went on  to desc r i be a nother t rag ic  ha ppen­

i ng. 
"An event of terror a n d  pa i nfu l loss was the great 

f i re of M ay 2,  1891, when ,  in a few hours,  a l most the en­
t i re bus i n ess of the town was swe pt away w i th  a destruc­
t ion of property and mercha n d i se a m o u nt i ng to m a ny 
thousa nds  of do l l a rs .  To ma ny, the loss was a l most un ­
bea ra b le ,  but the  shock  was  soon overcome, hope  a n d  
cou rage rev ived ,  resu l t i ng i n  rebu i l d i ng o f  more su bsta n­
t i a l cha racter and re-esta b l i s h ment  of bus i n ess ."  

1 897 Cyc l o ne 
Accord i ng to the  J u ly Ly l e  cou n c i l  proceed i ngs i n  1897, 

there was a cyc lone recorded J u ne 10,  1897, but dated 
J u ne 11 in the news story by Wi l l i a m  Nord land ,  Ly le  
ed i tor ,  who gave the fo l lowi ng descr i pt i o n :  "Two c louds 
ca m e  together a bout a m i l e north  of  the I owa l i ne and 
f ive  m i les west of  the vi l l age of Ly le ,  ta k i ng a z ig-zag 
cou rse nea r ly east, b low i ng down b u i l d i ngs, up root i ng 
trees a n d  demo l i sh i ng everyt h i n g  i n  its path ,  even b low i ng 
fre ight cars from the track a nd across f i e l ds .  Henry C .  
Hanson ,  a you ng fa rmer l i v i ng  west of Ly l e  was k i l led ."  
Seve ra l  were l i sted as  i nj u red and  m a ny oth ers as  hav­
i ng b i u l d i ngs destroyed . "The storm struck Ly le v i l l age 
north of the C h i cago Great Western rou n d  house ,  t i pped 

CYCLO N E  J U N E  1897 

H I STO R I CAL EVE NTS 

I n  " Reco l l ect ions of Ear ly Ly le , "  by L. W. Sherman 
i n  the 1911  h i story of Mower Cou nty, he  descr i bed the  fo l ­
low i ng two eve nts w h i c h  he reca l led as  affect i n g  the  sur­
rou n d i n g  reg ion  a n d  the  peop le  of the  v i l l age . 

B l izza rd of 1 873  
"The f i rst was the great  storm or  b l izza rd of J a n u a ry 

7 to 10, 1873, w h i c h ,  swee p i ng over the who le  nort hwest 
with great v io lence a n d  sever ity, cau sed m uch  suffer i ng 
and damage to the s u rpr ise  and u n pre pared i n ha b i tants .  
Cou ntry roads and ra i l roads were b l ockaded a nd b u s i n ess 
we l l  n i gh s u s pended for  weeks fo l l ow i ng." 

B u m per Wheat Crop 
"The othe r  i n c ident  was the u n r i va l ed c rop of wheat 

in  1877 ,  b r i ng ing  a bu nda nce and prosper ity for the t i m e  

1 8  

two freight ca rs sta n d i ng on t h e  M i lwa u kee tracks, b l ew 
the whee l of the  c i ty waterworks tower a nd cont i n ued 
east.  

"One of the most rema rka b l e  esca pes was that of the 
Peter H a n son fa m i ly ,  l i v i ng  in the v i l l age . H e  was e rect­
ing a new house and he  a n d  h i s  fa m i ly of s i x ,  with t hree 
v i s i tors were eat i n g  s u pper in the barn west of the new 
house. The storm b l ew ba rn ,  fa m i ly and house across the  
pra i r i e .  H a nson had a l eg  broken ,  h i s  w i fe had a r i b  
broken a n d  some i ntern a l  i nj u r i es .  The i r  son ,  Robert, re­
ceived a terr i b l e  b l ow on the forehead .  The guests were 
a l so ser ious ly  i nju red ." 

M r. and  M rs .  H a nson were gra ndparents of Mrs . L .  G .  
Howa rd, Amanda  Mortenson a n d  others i n  the  Ly l e  a rea .  
The locat ion  of the H a nson p lace was where  M r. and  
M rs .  Fra n k  Bedford a re present ly  l iv i ng. 



F i re of 1 956 
In Dece m be r  of 1956, Lyle was aga i n  th reaten ed by 

f i re when an ent i re bus i ness b lock  on Grove street was 
destroyed . F ive b u i l d i ngs were bu rned or part i a l ly gutted 
by the f i re. They were : the Amer ican  Leg ion C l u b, a n  
em pty b u i l d i ng, Ly le  Prod uce, Ly le  Tr i b u n e  bu i ld i ng, At­
t l essey's TV shop a n d  there was damage to Ha ug land 's 
App l ia nce.  

Another f i re of note was Februa ry 10 ,  1941 ,  when the 
S i m mons store was com p lete ly destroyed.  M r. and  M rs .  
C .  J .  S i mmons escaped from the i r  second f loor apart­
ment by means  of a homemade cha i n  f i re esca pe. 

Fata l ity 
May 17 ,  1947, Raymond Strong, 29, was ser iou s l y  

bu rned.  He  w a s  pum p i ng gaso l i ne from h i s  truck i n to the 
C it i es Serv i ce Stat ion  in  Ly le .  H e  tu rned off  the sma l l  
motor o n  the truck to stop p u m p i n g  a n d  a spark set off 
gas fumes w h i c h  had sett led i n  the grease p i t  where the  
ta n k  truck  was parked .  The f i re i n  the p i t  was  ext i ngu ished 
by the Ly l e  f i rem en .  Strong was taken to St.  O laf  Hos­
p i ta l ,  where he d ied August 4. 

M a i l  Pouch Rob bery 
A m a i l  pouch was sto len  in a robbery at  the Great 

Western depot in  Ly l e  October 1 ,  1937,  and  was i ngest i ­
gated by  the cou nty sher i ff's off ice a n d  a posta l i nspec­
tor. The robbery was d i scovered by Art Fort u n  at  6 a . m .  
w h e n  he  went t o  t h e  depot t o  p i ck  u p  t h e  pouch a n d  d i s­
covered the de pot had been e ntered and the ma i l  pouch  
was  m iss i ng. 

B R I D G E  NO RTHWEST OF LYLE - That col la psed with 
Osmu ndson B ros. truck. 

The fact that  bra ke-shoe p i n  had bee n used to knock 
off the hasp of the door lock and was fou n d  nea rby, l ed 
to the be l ief  that a hobo was res po n s i b l e  for the brea k i n .  
There h a d  been no attem pt t o  enter  t h e  depot off i ce .  

The  pouch  was  not found  unt i  I the next J a n u a ry 
when Ed Gou l d  a n d  Art Dockstader  were out h u nt i n g  a n d  
fou n d  t h e  p o u c h  a lo n g  t h e  h i ghway fe nce n e a r  the  o l d  
Otra nto schoo l .  O n l y  a bout 3 0  o r  4 0  per cent of t h e  
ma i l  was recovered . O l d  Age Pens ion  letters w i t h  checks 
had  not been opened.  M a i l  recovered was d e l ive red . 

G u n  Boat F i red U po n  
On C h r i stmas Day, 1936, t h e  news w a s  conf i rmed b y  

the State Depa rtment o f  Wash i ngton,  D.  C . ,  o f  reports  
of a n  encou nter betwee n the  U .S .S  . .  E r ie  a n d  a S p a n i s h  
wa rs h i p  i n  the p o rt  o f  G i jon .  V i ctor Fortu n o f  Ly le  w a s  a 
member  of the  crew on the U .S .S .  Er ie .  The Nat iona l i st 
batt l esh i p , Espana ,  f i red o n  the U .  S .  gu n boat Er ie  i n  the  
port o f  G i jon o n  the Bay  of  B i scay coast.  

The Er ie 's crew ra n up  the Amer ica n F l ag  a nd stood 
by the i r  guns  for act ion .  The Espa na ,  howeve r, tu rned 
about and l eft the port at fu l l  speed, head i ng westwa rd 
a long the coast towa rd the open At l a nt ic .  

Tra i n  Wreck 
The M i nneapo l i s  to Omaha G reat Western passe nger 

tra i n  was wrecked two a nd a ha l f  m i les south of Lyle at 
1 :25 p.m. Febru a ry 7 ,  1948. A spread ra i l  was given as  the 
cause .  I t  had stopped at  Ly le and  was proceed i ng at a bout 
30 m i l es a n  hour  at the t ime of the  wreck .  Eng i ne  a n d  
cars tore u p  track  for th ree tra i n  le ngths .  Two center 
cars jack-kn i fed to the r ight and dug i nto the  snow-cove red 
bank .  The engi n ee r  sa id  the engi n e  was headed for the 
d i tch when the ca rs swung ove r and i t  twi sted i t  u pr ight  
aga i n .  Passe ngers,  a bout 27 i n  a l l , re ported no i n ju r ies .  
They were brought to the Fox Hote l by bus  at 4 :42 p .m.  
and  a bout  12 rema i ned overn i ght.  

There was a ru n-away 16-year-o ld  boy who had boa rd­
ed the tra i n  at Aust i n  with a t icket to Den n i son ,  Texas . 
H is father  had a le rted the county sheri ff a n d  when the 
boy retu rned to the hote l i n  the passenger bus ,  the sher i ff 
p i cked h i m  u p  a n d  retu rned h i m  to h is parents .  

Governor  S pea ks 
Gov. Luther  You ngda h l  pa id  t r ibute to ear ly  Ly le 

sett le rs and p leaded for a c lean  law-a b i d i ng c i t izensh i p  
for the youth o f  the l a n d  when he  addressed the crowd 
at  the Ha rvest Fest iva l in Ly l e  the  f i rst week i n  Se ptem­
ber, 1949. There was a long parade, horse races, boys'  
a nd g i r l s '  b i cyc le races ;  Ly le  boys defeated the g i r l s  
i n  a softba l l  ga me ;  S t .  Ansga r ba nd p layed a n d  Ly l e  d e­
feated Stacyv i l le 13 to 5 i n  the ba l l  ga me.  

C roquet Cap itol 
In the ear ly 1940's Ly le  c l a i med to be the Croquet 

Ca p i to l  of M i n nesota , boast i n g  the f i n est croquet court 
i n  the state and a bout  12 add it iona l set-ups .  There was 
hard ly a res ident  that was not a exponent  of the  age-o ld  
sport ,  accord i n g  to  the  Aust i n  Hera ld .  

The outsta n d i ng cou rt i n  Ly le  was bu i lt a nd ma i n­
ta i ned by Chester Re i stad,  who constru cted the co u rt 
i n  h i s  backya rd to serve a s  a ha ndy a n d  i nexpens ive 
su bstitute for h i s  favor i te ga m e  - go l f. Regu l a r  fa ns  were 
not k ids ,  but  grown-ups ,  they were a l so the  most con­
s istent  croquet p layers.  Regu l a r  p l ayers at  the court 
ra nged from 42 to 76 years of age .  Vete ra n of the gro u p  
w a s  O l e  Anderson ,  Ly le 's  o ldest bus i nessma n .  Anderson 
boasted of 50 years of croq u et p l ay i ng  and offe red to 
meet a l l  comers. Other  steady p laye rs were : Lewis  So lo ,  
Rudo l p h  Car lson ,  G i l bert M a rt i n ,  Henry Peterson ,  J .  C .  
Myh re, Lew is  La rson a nd Re istad .  

Cost o f  t h e  cou rt w a s  a bo ut $20. F i rst t h e  ground  was 
leve led ,  then a c l ay- l i ke mater ia l added ,  a fter ro l l i n g  it 
was o i l ed a n d  spri n k l ed with washed sand .  I t  measu red 
30 by 50 feet a n d  was te rmed the f i n est cou rt in the 
cou ntry by observers.  

G i rls Defeat Al bert Lea 
Ly le  s ports enth u s iasts st i l l  ta l k  a bout  the i r  G i r l s '  

K i tten ba l l  Team a n d  the G i r l s '  Basketba l l  Tea m  back i n  
1935. 

That was the yea r the Ly l e  G i r l s '  I ndependent basket­
ba l l  tea m  trave led to A l bert Lea where they emerged the 
36 to 31  v ictors over the A l bert Lea G i r l s '  S E RA aggrega­
tion at  the h igh schoo l gym .  Ly le ,  l iv i ng up to t h e i r  come­
back reputat ion ,  staged a br i l l i a n t  ra l ly in the f i na l  q u a r­
te r to emerge the v i ctors. A l be rt Lea led at the  ha lf ,  24 
to 20. Kay Mortenson ,  I rma B a u m ga rt le  and M c Kay, Ly l e  
forwa rds,  l e d  i n  the i r team's scor i ng. 
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BAS E BALL TEAM 1905 - Back row, left to right: Bert Larso n,  George R i c hardson,  Cr is  Larson,  G i l bert Martin ,  A lva G regg, 
N ewe l l  N e lson,  G ust E nerson,  George Petersen,  G u st R ichard s o n ;  front row: Cora Swenson,  F l o rence M eyer, L u l u  G regg, 
W i l m a  Eve nson,  De l la  R i c hardson, C lara Larson (Meyer). 

1954 BAS E BALL TEAM - Won 23, lost 1. Mem bers from left to right: fro nt row, Marv i n  Lenz, Robert Nelson,  J o h n  Perkins,  
Wa rre n Aust i nson ,  G l e n n  Dahl ,  J e rry Hatch,  R o d ney Go l berg, bat boy D a rre l l  M u rphy; back row: H a rvey Go lberg, Manager 
Byro n Peterson ,  D ua ne E n e rson,  H a rvey Go lberg J r., S pence r Morgan,  D ua n e  Barth lomew, Lore n  Denison,  Dav id  Pe n n i ng, 
Alva G regg, ma nager. 
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Severa l of these same g i r l s  were i n  the kittenba l l  
tea m with L loyd Olson a s  manager. They p layed i n  tour­
na me nts once u nder the l ights at Fa r iba u l t  and defeated 
Fa r ibua lt .  In the tournaments at Dexter, they won the 
penant over four  tea ms.  

Team mem bers i n c l uded :  B l a nche Gregg, Mavis New­
l i ng, K ime ,  Ma rga ret Morgan ,  Kay Mortenson,  I rma Baum­
ga rt le ,  s l ow ba l l  p i tcher, Dorothy Dugan ,  R uth Howa rd, 
E l izabeth Dugan .  There may have been others.  

Base bal l  
Alva Gregg, Ly le  a utomob i l e  mecha n ic  25 years and  

st i l l  work ing  at Gregg's Conoco, says he  he l ped with the 
town ba l l  team 40 years as manager. 

He started p lay ing when he was 14. They p layed 
across the tracks where they had a fa i r  ba l l  d iamond,  he 
says. The land belonged to the I l l i no is  Centra l Ra i l road . 
I n  the summer of 1954, the i r  tea m won 23 stra ight ga mes. 
Games were a lways a big attract ion in ear ly  days .  Peop le 
came for m i l es with horses. Adm i ss ion  was 25 cents and 
they took i n  as much as $125 at a game. 

G R E G G  S C H O O L  (Approx. 1908) - Front row: Alfred Hel­
geson (dec.), H a rry S kov, Alta Sargent, Mary S kov Rush,  
C lara ( H e lgeson) H aas, Bernetta ( H a nson) Anderson ; 
seco nd row: Anna S kov, Francis  H a nson,  He lmer  Aust in­
son (dec.), H enry K.  He lgeson (dec.), Albert S kov; t h i rd 
row: Anna H e lgeson (dec.), M i ldred (Brown) Enochson, 
C h a rles S a rge nt (dec.), Ozro B rown S r., C l a ra ( H a nson) 
H e lgeson, Agnes (G regg) M u rphy (dec.);  fo urth row: Lula 
(G regg, M urp hy) Lizer, O le K.  He lgeson (dec.). 

A lva Gregg, now 79, was the son of R.  D. Gregg, who 
l ived in the Ly le  area a l l  h i s  l i fe and farmed the sa me 
fa rm 50 years. He  l i ved to  be  83 .  The  farm was  located 
80 rods from the Gregg schoo l , now gone. 

Beaver Dams 
As late as Novem ber, 1935,  when even then ,  a very 

few had seen a beaver dart:' at c lose ra nge ,  a colony of 
beavers p l ied the i r  masonry ski l l  in construct ing  a dam 
on the Otto F latten fa rm near Lyle. 

That same fa l l , beavers constructed a 180-foot dam 
across a creek on the property of J .  H .  Meyer, a bout a m i le 
north of the Ramsey dam near Aust i n ,  wh ich  caused the 
f lood i ng of severa l acres. Area Game Wa rden  H erma n 
Baud ler  was i n  cha rge of the case. He fo und t rees as  
l a rge as 12 i nches i n  d i a meter that  had been  cut down 
by the beavers. Many trees were sacr if i ced i n  the i r  effort. 
Ba u d l er opened the dam and proceeded to trap the 
beavers and  remove them to l ess sett led a reas of M i n­
nesota .  

Checkers 

Back i n  the 1930's Ly le  had a n u mber  of enthus iast ic  
checker  p layers. They were good , good enough to cha l ­
l enge the " N ew York Comet," Wi l l iam F.  Rya n ,  who at the 
age of 29 ,  had p layed more games than any contem pora ry 
master, and was the  a uthor of severa l works on checkers.  
At that t ime he had recently p layed 16 men at  M i nne­
a po l is wh i l e b l i ndfo lded without los i ng a game. 

Ly le  p icked 21  known a rea best players to meet Rya n 
at the v i l lage ha l l  one n ight. One of the men was O. A. 
Aust i nson,  70, who sa id  he  had p layed checkers "ever 
s i nce he cou ld push one across the board."  Others be­
s ides Aust i nson from Ly le  were : Art Fortun ,  Jay Morten­
sen, N. E.  Fedson,  Wayne Lerud,  L.  G.  Ranum,  H ubert 
Rohne and  Newe l l  N e l son.  From Aust i n  were : F. T.  I h rke, 
George H e i n l ,  Dr. F. A. Scott, Ma l co l m  K i tt leson and P.  
J .  Stepha n i .  There was a l so P. W. Jense n ,  A. A. Tiedeman 
and S .  L.  K i rkpatr ick of A l bert Lea ; Victor Randa l l , Jack 
J .  N e l son and John  M a h er, Lake M i l l s ;  and  J .  R .  Wh itney 
and E.  M. Morre, Osage. 

Rya n never lost a game, a lthough he even p layed 10 
of the men wh i l e  b l i ndfo lded. 

LYLE AREA B R I E FS 

Feed M i l l  Wrecked 
May 28, 1937 ,  the At las Wreck i n g  Co. ,  Winona ,  began 

demo l ish i ng the Ly l e  Feed M i l l , wh ich  had been estab­
l i shed 20 yea rs ea r l i er by Andrew S h u l ea n .  The com pa ny 
purchased the m i l l  from the Fa rm Service Stores Co., of 
Genera l M i l l s .  

M i lwa ukee stock yards were located on the s ite before 
the m i l l  was bu i l t .  At that t ime  S h u lea n  operated a m i l l  
o n  the G .  G .  W .  Ra i lway south o f  the Great Western de pot. 
After the yards were moved across the l i ne i nto Iowa , 
Shu l ea n  took down h i s  mi l l  i n  the south part of town and 
moved it  to the northern locat ion .  Reason for  the cha nge 
was that fa rmers who were us ing  horses ent i re l y  i n  those 
days objected to cross i ng so many ra i l road tracks and 
dodgi ng tra i ns, of wh ich  there  were a great many  da i ly .  

Raz ing  of the m i l l  occurred short ly  a fter  the death of 
S h u l ea n  at the age of 74,  at Isant i ,  M in n .  Fu nera l  services 
were Apr i l 5 ,  at  the Ba ptist c h u rch there. He served on 
the Ly le  v i l lage counc i l  when l iv ing  here. 

Lumber Yard Worker 
Ove Peter Ha nson was an em p l oyee at the Lyl e  Lum­

ber  Ya rd a n u m be r  of years .  H e  was born i n  1855  at  She l ­
land ,  Denmark,  where he  marr ied Chr ist ine  Rasmussen 
in 1876. They had seven c h i l d ren ,  five of wh ich  d i ed  i n  
ear ly  ch i ld hood . The fa mi ly  came to America i n  May, 
1880, go i n g  f i rst to Medford and later com i ng to Ly le .  
H is w i fe d i ed in  1889.  In  1891 ,  he  marr ied Ti na  Peterson 
of Mona.  They had three c h i ld ren .  Hanson d ied January 
16, 1937, on a fa rm at Mona at the age of 8.l. 

Gets Patent 

In late October, 1899,  Chris Johnson of Mona re­
ce ived word from Was h i ngton ,  D. C . ,  that h i s  app l icat ion 
for a patent on a ra i l road t ie  ma rker, which h e  had i n­
vented , had been a l lowed and  that  the patent off ice was 
ready u pon  the rece i pt of the f i na l government fee. The 
device was ca lcu lated to save t ime and p rov ide  greater 
accuracy in lay i ng ra i l road t ies.  
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EARLY PI CTU R E  O F  LYLE 

J une 5, 1897 

From Ly le Tri bu ne F i les :  "After the new s idewa l ks 
a re la id ,  Th i rd Street is bou nd to become a popu la r  resort 
for l overs and moon l ight promenaders .  

"Ear ly  potatoes, corn  and ga rden stuff were cut  down 
by frost Monday morn i ng, caus i ng some damage. 

" M rs.  L .  A. Sherman rece ived a new p iano  last week 
from C h i cago, a gift from her u n c le ,  O .  R. Da h l ."  

Slee p i ng S ic kness 
Aust i n  Hera ld ,  Aug. 5, 1938 - "An outbreak of s l eep­

ing s i ckness a mong horses here has become so severe 
that it was est i mated today two Aust i n  veter i nar ians  have 
hand led a bout 140 cases in the past month." 

Adv ice to fa rmers on protect ion  aga i nst t he s leep i ng 
s i ckness to horses a n d  m u l es was conta i ned i n  a bu l let i n  
rece ived by t h e  cou nty age nt from t h e  Horse a n d  M u le 
Assoc iat ion of Amer ica .  

Appo intment 
June  20, 1939, L l oyd Mortenson,  who had been l i ne­

man and m a nager for Ly le ,  St.  Ansga r and other  te lephone 
excha nges of the Centra l I owa Te lephone Company for 
seve ra l  yea rs, was appo in ted ma nager of the St. Ansgar  
excha nge of the  com pa ny. He rep l aced S .  J .  Peshak,  
manager for 38 yea rs. 

B rick B u i l d i ng Razed 
In Apr i l ,  1940, the br ick  bu i l d i ng across from the 

d rug store, Ly le 's  one t i m e  "p lay house," left to "wreck 
a n d  ru i n "  for m a ny yea rs, was be ing trucked to the 
Peterson-Wi lder  fa rm.  For some t i m e  bricks had been 
fa l l i ng. 

The bu i l d i ng had been erected by Lou is O l son ,  brother  
of And rew O lson ,  i n  1892. H e  used i t  for  a genera l store 
for two yea rs with  h i s  pa rtner  Ed G rovo. S i nce then  i t  had 
been  occ u p i ed by c loth iers ,  a nove lty store and f ina l ly 
was used for movies.  The lots were so ld  later. 
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LYLE V I L LA G E  

C ity H a l l  

I n  1906  a n  $8,000 C i ty Ha l l  was  constructed .  I t  was a 
two-story b r ick  bu i l d i ng 40 by 80 feet. The gro u n d  f loor  
housed the f i re department apparatus ,  the cou n c i l  cham­
bers, wh ere e l ect ions ,  de bates a n d  meet ings of a l l  k i nds  
were he l d ;  the  marsha l ' s  room a n d  the c i ty ja i l .  

The second f loor  was a l a rge ha l l  w i th  a seat i ng 
ca pac i ty of 500. U nder  the  management  of the  f i re de­
partment ,  i t  was the sce ne  of many a m u sements a nd 
enterta i n ments .  

After many years of serv ice ,  the  u p per story was con­
dem ned by the f i re  department  a nd re moved .  The f i rst 
f l oor  was l eft and used for the C i ty H a l l .  

CITY HALL 

F i re Department 

The f i re of 1891  when the v i l l age lost the greater pa rt 
of i ts bus i ness sect ion ,  cou p l ed w i th  fea rs for the com­
m u n i ty's we l fa re from other  occ u rences,  made loca l res i ­
dents awa re of how vu l ne ra b le Ly l e  was i n  case of major 
h a rdsh i ps .  To assure some measu re of p rotect ion ,  the 
Ly le  Vo l u nteer F i re De partment was o rga n ized October 
21 ,  1895.  Ed Sta n ley was na med c h i ef ;  E .  F. W i lson ,  secre­
ta ry. Sta n ley was s u cceeded by George Robertson in 1897 
and served unt i l he was e l ected cou nty a u d itor and moved 

to Aust i n  in 1903. Others serv ing  as c h i ef were: J. H .  
H ughes, G i l l  Ferr i s ,  C a r l  Peterson a n d  James Mortenson .  

In  191 1 there we re 21  mem bers. Off icers were : James 
M ortenson ,  c h i ef ;  O.  G .  B l a kestad ,  treasurer ;  E .  B .  S her­
man ,  secreta ry. At that  t i m e  the compa ny owned 1 ,000 
feet of hose, hook a n d  ladder ,  two hose ca rts "and  a l l  
necessa ry equ i pme nts." 

The modern ized depa rtment now has  th ree f i re trucks 
and a l a rge vo l u nteer depa rtment. 

M a i l  Carr iers 

F i rst ma i l  carr iers  out of Ly l e  were John  Carter on 
Route 1 a n d  Chr i s  Joh nson on Route 2.  Carter ret i red i n  
1927. I n  1909, Johnson was succeeded b y  Wi l l i a m  M urphy 
who sta rted with  an 18-m i le route with th ree de l iver ies 
made in a horse and buggy. When he ret i red 41 years 
later,  he was serv i n g  600 patrons on  a 46.5 m i le route.  
In those 41 years, he worked u nder f ive postmasters and 
used 26 d i fferent cars, cover i ng a n  est imated 400,000 
m i les .  

Fra n c i s  (Pat) Mu rphy, brother of Wi l l iam ,  served 
Route 1 for 50 years, ret i r i ng in Decem ber, 1961. He es­
t imated h i s  m i leage at  500,000 m i les.  Jay a nd Orvi l le 
Mortenson served the two routes later. 

TH E R I G  was driven 120 days on Rural Ro ute No. 1 in the 
wi nte r  of 1936 by Fra n c i s  M u rp hy. The fi rst r ig in M ower 
County. 

LYLE VO LU NTE E R  F I R E  D E PARTM E NT PI C N I C  - Left to r i ght: Carl Peterson,  O l e  R u n n i ng, J im Corr iga n,  J o h n  Larson, 
Anton G e o rge, C l a u d e  H i l d e b ra n d ,  D r. A. A. Lee,  Char les  H o ward, J i m  J o h nson,  G i l l  Ferris,  H a rvey H i lde bra n d ,  J o h n  
Larson,  Ben H e l fr i tz, J a m e s  M o rtenson ,  O .  G .  B l a kesta d ,  G e o rge H oward,  H e n ry H u ghes,  S i m o n  Myhre, S eve r Severson,  
O laf  D a h l ,  Fra n k  Pa r ie lec ,  Car l  A n d e rson .  
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Lyle  Park 
It was back in 1881 the vi l l age park or igi nated when 

t�e town bought . f iv� acres of land and pa id out a park 
wlt.h 3,000 trees In I t .  In the southwest corner, a v i l lage 
off ice  20 by 24 feet and  12 feet h igh was constructed the 
f i rst yea r. Fo l l ow ing  the trag ic f i re of 1891 ,  a we l l  was 
dug and a water towe r constructed in the pa rk. A beau­
t i fu l water fou nta i n  was i nsta l l ed near  the ba nd stand . 
Benches and  ta b l es were scattered i n  the shade of the  
trees for p i c n i cs. 

BAND STAN D IN TH E LYLE PAR K  - 4th of J uly celebra· 
t ion, 1 905. 

Early Lyle Assets 
As ear ly  as 1894, the v i l lage had prov ided a strong 

"Ca laboose," " l ockup,"  or ja i l . There were th ree sa loons,  
each pay ing  an a n n u a l  $500 l i cense.  The v i l l age had no 
d ebts and a tota l of $2,500 in the treasury. 

Accord ing  to Wi l l i a m  Nord land 's  wri t ings, in 1911 ,  
Ly le  Vi l l age had 552 i n h a b itants. There were three pr in­
c i p a l  ra i l road l i nes, and surrou n d i n g  was the most h igh ly 
c u l t ivated agr icu ltura l d i str icts in the Northwest. The v i l­
lage owned a n d  operated its own water p l a nt supp ly ing 
water from a n  800 foot deep dr i l led we l l .  I ts  I ndependent 
Te lephone Com pany had 350 te lephones i n  operat ion. 

There were cement sidewa l ks a long most every street. 
The v i l l age l ight p l a nt supp l ied e l ectric i ty for streets, 
bus i n ess p l aces and  homes. N.  G .  F i scher was p lant  
manager. The cu lvert factory a n d  the ca n n i ng factory 
were i n  operat ion. 

P l aces of bus i ness i nc l uded a farmers'  cooperative 
crea mery, a tow m i l l  i n  the  o ld  round house, a feed m i l l , 
th ree e levators, th ree b lacksmith  shops, one l u m ber ya rd , 
one d rug store, fou r genera l stores,  one  furn i ture store, 
two m i l l i ne ry stores, one shoe store, one jewe lry store, 
one hardware, a "Photo G a l lery," one ta i lor  shop, one 
harness shop,  one bank ,  one newspa per, two butcher 
shops, two hote ls,  two l ivery barns, one garage, two 
restau ra nts, two crea m stat ions,  two ba rber shops. 

There were many beaut i fu l res idences, wel l kept lawns 
and "umbrageous trees." The v i l l age park, on ly  a b lock 
from the bus i ness sect ion ,  was often the scene of p leas­
ant  gather i ngs. 

The Ly le  Concert Band ,  com posed of loca l mus ic ians ,  
was u nder the d i rect ion of B. J. Robertson. 

LYLE C O N C E RT B A N D  - Left to r ight, front row: Alfred 
Anderson,  Pankh urst; second row. Claude Gordon, Roger 
G i bson, O laf S u n d re, Burton Robertson, u n i dentif ied,  
S igurd D a h l, un identif ied;  th i rd row: Wa lter Rawn, Henry 
Dahl ,  A. Anderson, Bern ie  Hedemark, O le  Thom pson, W i l· 
l iam N o rd land,  Louie  S herman. 

Lyle Newspaper 
The f i rst last ing newspa per in Ly l e  was the Ly le  

Tri bune,  esta b l i shed i n  1893 by E l mer  Wi l son ,  ed i tor. 
Severa l  attem pts had been made pr ior  to that t i me, but 
were of short durat ion .  The pa per was pub l ished by John  
Gou ld & Co. ,  from 1896 to  J a n ua ry I ,  1902, when i l l ness 
forced Gou ld  to ret i re.  The pa per was leased to Mr. a nd 
M rs .  R. Ferr is ,  who managed it unt i l J u ly when Char les 
Gou ld  & Co took charge u nt i l December, 1902, when W i l ­
l i a m  Nord land  purchased t h e  concern.  There were a bout 
240 subscr ibers, severa l  fonts of type and a hand press 
when he made the purchase. He  and M rs.  Nord land  l ived 
in an a pa rtment back of the shop,  when over the F i rst 
Nat iona l B a n k. In 1904 Nordland  moved the  press to a 
new b u i l d i ng and constructed a n  e ight-room house.  The 
new shop had a gaso l i n e-driven cy l i nder press, later con­
verted to e l ectr ic ity a nd a new l i notype. M rs. Nord la n d  
became the l i notyp ist, a nd later a typewriter w a s  added. 

After 61  years in newspa per bus i ness, a l l  togther, 
Nord l a nd ret i red at the age of 80. He had pu b l i shed the 
Tri bune  48 years, worked on pa pers i n  Aust i n  a n d  Emmons 
and  was Ly le  correspondent for  the  Aust i n  H era ld  f ive 
years. 

The Emmons Leader was Nord l a nd's f i rst exper ience 
i n  operat ing  a paper when he worked for P. M. Joice of 
Lake M i l ls ,  the m a n  for whom the town of Jo ice,  Iowa, 
was named. 

Nord land  was secretary of the Ly le  schoo l board 33 
years, a member of the Home G u a rd in WWI and head 
of Lyle's Ground Observer Corps Stat ion ;  past Gra nd 
Chance l lor  of the Kn ights of Pyth ias ,  past master of A.f. 
& A. M. ,  and  a c l e rk of the Congregationa l Ch urch. H i s  
favor ite past ime was p lay ing  checkers o r  chess. 

PAN O RAM I C  VI EW OF LYLE, MINNESOTA 
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Lyle  Airstr ip  

An ea r ly  1929 a i rstr i p  was deve loped at Ly le ,  the f i rst 
in Mower Cou nty. Kerm it  Torke lson ,  19, was the owner.  
His pa re nts ,  Dr.  and M rs .  Peter Torke lson ,  l eased land 
from H o l l i s  Weber  west of Ly l e  water tower for  the str i p  
and  a ha nger. You ng Torke lson took av iat ion  cou rses and 
tra i n i ng at Des  M o i n es .  One u nforgettab le  exper ience was 
when he  d i scovered he  was f ly ing  in the path of a to rnado 
with Lou i e  Howa rd a s  a passenger. They watc hed i t  a p­
proach Ly le ,  saw it destroy b u i l d i ngs on the Adam Duerst 
farm and  na rrow ly escaped,  but c i rc l ed it  and  fo l lowed.  
Torke lson so ld  the p l a n e  after he had i t  two years .  Some 
t ime  later ,  he entered the  U .  S .  A i r  Force a n d  ea rned the  
D is t i ngu ished F ly i ng  Cross.  

E l m o  Torke lson ,  a 1935 grad uate of Ly le H igh Schoo l ,  
w h o  attended t h e  U n ivers i ty o f  M i n nesota and  S t .  O l af 
Co l l ege, was graduated i n  1939 from the U .  S .  Army A i r  
Corps adva nced f l ight tra i n i ng schoo l  at  Ke l ly F ie ld ,  
Texas .  He rece ived the  ra n k  of  l i eutenant  and  was  tra ns­
ferred to the  pursu it  squadron at  M axwe l l  F i e l d ,  Mont­
gomery, Ala.  

FI RST NATI O NAL BA N K  - Left to r ight:  Bankers F. M.  
Beach a n d  R .  A.  Anderson.  

Lyle Ba n ks 

Ci t izen s  Bank  of Ly le ,  a pr ivate concern ,  was esta b­
l i shed in 1888 by Andrew H .. Anderson ,  serv i n g  as the f i rst 
ba nk .  Located on the  corner of M a i n  and  Grove streets, 
i t  was cha rtered Febru a ry 7 ,  1901, as  the F i rst Nat iona l 
B a n k  of Ly le .  F. M .  Beach ,  Omaha ,  Nebr . ,  become a n  
off i cer. Later J e n n i e  R i ersen Hagna w a s  a n  off icer  for 
severa l yea rs .  In 1910, " B a n ker And erson "  d ied .  H i s  son ,  
R .  A. Anderson ,  ba n k  emp loyee seven yea rs a t  Crookston ,  
re p l a ced h is  father. He a n d  Beach  cont i n ued i n  the ba n k  
u nt i l 1939 when i t  w a s  so ld  t o  Farmers State Bank .  C losed 
by Rooseve lt 's " Ba n k  H o l iday," in the ea r ly  '30's ,  whe n  
m a ny ba n ks fa i l ed ,  t h e  F i rst Nat ion a l  B a n k  su rv ived a n d  
re-opened.  

Fa rmers State Bank 

Farmers State Bank of Ly l e  was chartered Apr i  I 15 ,  
1915 .  F i rst boa rd of d i rectors i n c l uded B .  P .  M u ldown,  
p res ident ;  Char les  Vo l stad,  v ice pres ident and act i ng 
cash ier ;  Ed D. N e lson ,  K. L. Le ida l l , R .  C. R u stad,  Herman 
Lerud a n d  C .  A. Roberts. Off icers were e lected at  the i r  
f i rst meet i ng, M a rch 4 ,  1915.  
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In August, 1939, A .P.  Ga rnatz and a son ,  Keith A. ,  
purchased contro l l i ng i nterest in the ba n k  from Lerud a n d  
stockho lders. October 2 8  t h a t  year, they bought out  F i rst 
Nat iona l B a n k  from F. M. Beach a nd R .  A. Anderson.  

FOU N D E R  O F  1 ST N ATI O NAL BAN K AND FAM I LY - Left 
to r ight:  Ida,  Andrew H .  Anderson, R. A. (Art) i n  fath er's 
lap; O l iver, Ma rie,  M rs.  Anderson, R ufus G.  i n  mother's 
lap; Bertha.  

November,  1956,  M r. and M rs .  C. J .  G i s lason took 
over contro l  from A. P .  Garnatz,  se l l i ng  J a n u a ry 2, 1967, 
to Senator C .  R .  (Ba ldy) Hansen  of Aust i n ,  who was e lected 
pres ident ,  an off i ce he st i l l  ho lds .  Other  d i rectors a re :  
M rs .  C.  J .  G is lason ,  v ice pres ident ;  and  M r. G i s lason .  
Emp loyees a re :  M rs .  G i s lason ,  cash ier ;  Den n i s  K l i nep ie r, 
ass i sta nt cash i er ;  M rs .  Mar ion  Fe ldt  a n d  M rs .  F lorence 
Go l berg, te l l e rs, and Cather ine  S a l i sbury, bookkeeper.  

Othe r  na mes in the ba n k's h i story i n c l ude :  Avery 
Bru s h ,  Ada m Duerst, Fra n k  D. He rder, M .  C .  N e lson ,  
Mabe l  L i l legaard ,  M rs .  C .  Qua ley, N .  E .  Fedson,  Ho l l i s  
We ber, R .  J .  Ca m p be l l  and F lorence W .  Ga rnatz .  

There have been seven pres i de nts of the ba n k :  B .  F .  
M u ldown,  Char l es Vo l stad ,  R .  C .  Rustad,  Herman Lerud,  
A. P .  Ga rnatz, C .  J .  G i s lason and C. R .  Ha nsen .  F .  M.  
Beach a n d  A. P. Ga rnatz were honored by M i n nesota 
Ba nkers Assoc iat ion  w i th  p l a q ues for 50 or  more years 
of ba n k i ng serv ice .  Fa rmers State Bank  observed 50 yea rs 
of ba n k i n g  Apr i l 15,  1970. 

FRANK M. BEACH - Officer of the bank. 



I N D U STR I ES 

Lyle Corrugate d Cu lvert C o m pany 

The f i rst corrugated p i pe see n in  th is  sect ion of the 
country was man ufactu red by the Ly l e  Corrugated Cu Ivert 
Company, l ocated here i n  1905 . The com pa ny was organ iz­
ed by part ies from Oh io,  sta rt i n g  in a sma l l  way and ta k i n g  
adva ntage o f  t h e  opportu n i ty offered by t h e  wea lth of 
ra i l road fac i l i t i es here .  After a yea r of operat ion ,  A. B. 
Wi lder  and Fra n k  M. Beach beca me interested in the  

O L D  SCHOOL HOUSE - B u i lt in  1 877, later used as a c u i ·  
ve rt factory. 

project a n d  the company was orga n ized to operate on a 
l a rger sca le .  After the  new schoo l  was constructed i n  
1906, the o l d  schoo l was so l d  to the cu lvert company 
whe re i t  cont i n ued its operat ion .  A branch  p l a nt was 
opened i n  M i n nea po l i s ,  where subsequent ly  the head 
off ice was moved. The company st i l l  operates in M i n­
neapo l i s  under  the same name.  

Te lephone Com pany 
Ly l e  Te lephone Company was i ncorporated March 27, 

1902, for $20,000 for 30 years. D i rectors were John Berga­
son,  pres ident ;  George Robertson ,  v i ce pres i dent ;  E. L. 
Stan ley, secreta ry, and  Dr. W. F. Cobb, treasu rer. R. 
Re ie rson was a l so a d i rector. They he ld  the i r  e lect ion  
Apr i l  I ,  1902. 

In 1911  it was re ported that the com pany had 350 
te lephones in operat ion  with  connect ions  to a l a rge num­
ber of other compa n i es and  for seven yea rs had pa id s ix 
per cent d iv idends, "p lac i ng the ba la nce of the net earn­
i ngs in the s i n k i ng fu nd ."  

F i rst te le phone operator was Sad ie  B i s bee. Others 
were Math i Ida Anderson,  G race Sherman ,  G race Fortun  
a n d  Myrt l e  Fortun .  Myrt l e  sta rted i n  1919 a n d  cont i nued 
u n t i l  1956, 37 years i n  a l l . She  beca me c h ief o perator 
a n d  moved with the company in 1920 to the bu i ld i ng 
across the street wh ich  was former ly  Ju l ia Anderson's 
M i l l i nery. In  1956 the com pany converted to d i a l  system .  
T h e  off ice  was c losed and  t h e  b i u ld i ng w a s  o n e  o f  those 
destroyed in the f i re later in 1956. 

Can n i n g  Factory 
A ca n n i ng factory was started in Ly le  somet i me short­

ly after 1911  by a Wave r l y, I owa, com pa ny w i th  James 
Corr iga n  as manager.  H e  was father  of M rs.  I rv i ng W i l der .  
The factory was located in the south part of town where 
the stee l gra i n  bins were later s i tuated.  

Approx i mate ly 100 Ly l e  a rea men  and  women worked 
at the p l a nt in season .  Extra he l p  was n eeded to hand 
husk  the corn . Corn  was  a l so hand fed , ear by  ea r, t h rough 
t�e cutters. The ca n n ed product was labe l ed Ly le  Ca n­
n i ng Com pany. After a bout e ight  years of operat ion ,  the 

factory was so l d  to Amos Str i pp le ,  V i nton ,  Iowa .  Bu i ld i ngs 
were d i sma nt led and  moved to C la rksvi l le, I owa, where 
it was re-organ ized. 

CANNING FACTORY 

W O M E N  W O R K I N G  AT CAN N I N G  FACTO RY 

Lumbering 

Du r ing  the w i nter of 1941-42, the Webster L u m ber 
Com pany, St. Pa u l ,  i nsta l l ed a sawm i l l  at Lyle .  There 
were 28 fu l l -t ime  emp loyees. Located at the north edge of 
Ly le ,  the sawm i l l  tu rned out 7 ,000 feet of l u m ber and  
400 ra i l road t ies  da i ly .  Ken neth Da n i e l so n ,  B lack  R iver 
Fa l l s ,  W is . ,  supervised buy ing  of t i m ber tracts and loggi ng. 
The m i l l  was owned and operated by A lv in  Go l i ,  Wau paca,  
Wis .  H e  worked with a crew of e i ght vetera n Norwegi a n  
l u m bermen .  A 24-horsepower steam engi ne  prov ided 
power for the operat ion .  

The trees were cut  down by  h a nd and  tr i m med.  An­
other crew used a power drage saw to  cut the  tru n ks i nto 
va r ious l engths .  Logs were snaked i nto p i les ,  then trucked 
to  the m i l l . Oa k,  map le  and basswood were cut  i nto l ogs. 

Among the trees fe l led was the famous K i ng of the  
o ld  gi nseng woods near  Otra nto. I t  was a perfect B u rr 
Oak spec i men,  wh ich  stood on the  banks  of the Cedar 
R iver a bout 200 yea rs and was cons idered the f i nest, 
stra ightest tree in northern I owa . There were no bra nches 
u p  the f i rst 10 feet, then the  20  foot b ra n ched top made 
i t  a pr ize l umber sou rce. L u m be r  from the tree was made 
i nto qua l ity f loor i ng. 

The i nd ustry l asted severa l months .  When a l l  a rea 
t imber ava i la b l e  had been processed, i t  c losed.  

27 



Creameries 

The ea r l i est crea mery in the Ly le  a rea was the Otter 
Creek Fa rmer's Creamery Com pany of Ly le ,  located on 
Otter Creek on the Mart i n  N e lson fa rm,  l ater occ u p i ed by 
N ewe l l  N e l son .  I t  was orga n ized by a gro u p  of farmers 
in 18?6. In 1910 the p l a n t  rece ived nearly 800,000 pou nds 
of m i l k  a n d  crea m and  man ufactu red 90,000 po unds of 
butter. 

F i rst off i ce rs and d i rectors were:  Char les  Vo l stad, B. 
Bothum,  K.  Am u ndson,  C. Meye r, O.  T iema n ,  A. P .  Mart i n  
and E d  N .  N i l son .  Off icers a nd d i rectors i n  1 9 1 0  were: A. 
H a l versen ,  T. H. M u rphy, C.  M eyer, A. P .  Mart i n ,  J .  A. 
Thorstad ,  O .  E. Hof l and  and  K. L. Lenda l .  

I n  191 1  H istory o f  Mower Cou nty, i t  was stated : "Great 
cerd i t  is  due to the fa rmers of Mower Cou nty for foster­
i ng  the co-operat ive creamery idea and  there have been 
so few fa i l u res that the good work has gone  on  a l most 
u n restra i n ed u nt i l  i t  is  a l together  ou r  greatest i nd ustry . . .  
The f lavor that  our  butter gets from the  sweet and  nutr i ­
t ious grasses enab les us  to top the  N ew York ma rket with 
the prod uct. We have at p resent near ly  17 ,000 cows actua l ­
ly assessed i n  the  yea r 1910  . . .  The i n come from our  cows 
last yea r exceeded a h a l f  m i l l i on do l l a rs ."  

The Otter Creek Creamery cont i nued unt i l 1916  when 
the  bu i ld i ngs were so l d  and  moved to the  Henry Roh ne 
fa rm. A n ew br ick c rea mery was constructed the same 
yea r i n  the southern pa rt of Ly le .  Sam N e l son  cont i n ued 
as butterma ker i n  the new creamery. 

J u n e  23, 1917, Ha rry Jordon ,  one of the crea m hau lers 
at the new c rea mery, near ly  lost h i s  l i fe i n  a ha rrow ing  
exper ience. There had been a c loud burst ra i n  i n  the  
n ight ,  swe l l i ng Otter C ree k i nto a w i l d  ram pagi n g  strea m 
wh ich  swe pt away br idges and  caused other damage. 
After mak ing  severa l attem pts to cross the rag ing  c reek 
on h i s  return  t r ip ,  Pord a n  tr ied to c ross near the And rew 
Steene fa rm.  The ba n k  gave way and h i s  tea m ,  wagon 
and  load of cream cans p l u nged i nto the stream .  Jordan 
managed to swim to a t ree where he c l u n g  u nt i l  ne igh­
bors hea rd h i m  ye l l i ng  for he l p  and came to his rescue 
more than an hour  and a h a l f  later. Wa lter Wyborny res­
cued h i m .  The horses d rowned . Some of the  cream cans 
were recovered .  

Light Plant 

Freder ick H.  F ischer and George Br ix  constructed the 
f i rst l ight p l a nt in  Ly le  i n  1903 when i t  was a lso franch ised . 
I n  1910 the o l d  carbon a rc street l i ghts were rep laced by 
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300 watt Mazda tu ngsten l ight pu l bs .  N icho las  G. F ischer, 
son of Freder ick  F ischer, i n sta l l ed them.  Ly le  was the 
f i rst com m u n ity i n  the  area to have e l ectr ic street l i ghts.  

A fa l l  Harvest Fest iva l  and  Carn iva l  was held August 
20 and 21  to ce lebrate the convers ion  to e l ectr ic l i ghts.  

The p lant  was located on the corner across the street 
from the water tower where the Ha rry Att l esey repa i r  shop 
wa s l a te r located . I t  was ca l l ed the Ly l e  E l ectr ic and  
Heat i ng Compa ny. F i scher  p l a n ned to  prov ide  stea m heat 
for commerc i a l  use ,  but  th is was n ever deve loped. 

E l ectr i c ity was fu rn is hed on a l i m i ted basis from sun ­
set  to  m id n ight and  from 5 a .m .  to day l ight . When there 
were spec ia l occas ions  and dances i n  the even i ng, there 
was a s pec ia l effort to furn i s h  powe r, but  when the l ights 
b l i n ked three t i mes,  i t  was a s igna l that they wou ld  be 
tu rned off in a short t ime .  Peop le  were given a bout e nough 
t ime to get home from the pa rty before they we nt off. 

F ischer  exper imented with var ious k i nds of fue l for 
h i s power p rod u c i n g  p l ant. He tr ied petro leum and  o i l  
ref i n ery prod ucts, coa l ,  wood a n d  coke. H e  bu rned c i n­
ders from the M i lwa u kee depot afte r he i nsta l led a l a rge 
bo i l er .  He obta i ned the c i nders free, but  had to have 
them h a u l ed .  F i scher  a lso t r ied b u rn i ng flax straw from 
the tow m i l l  operated in the ra i l road rou n d  house, but  
they prod uced a great dea l of dust .  

In  the fa l l  of 1911  Ne ls  Fortun  traded h is  grocery 
store to F ischer  for the  l ight p l a n t  and  cont i nued operat­
ing i t  unt i l in the ea r ly 1920's when he so ld  the l i n es to 
Centra l States L ight Com pa ny. He used the b u i l d i ng  afte r 
that  for se l l i ng o i l  a n u m ber of yea rs. Later it was de­
mo l ished.  

B U S I N ES S  

M e rchants of 1 873 
In  1873 the v i l l age of Ly le wa s in its ear l iest years of 

growth .  Th ree ra i l roads formed a j unct ion at Ly le.  They 
were the  Mason C i ty b ranch  of the  M i lwa u kee and  St. 
Pau l ,  the I l l i no i s  Centra l and the Bur l i ngton and Cedar  
Ra p ids .  The B u r l i ngton a nd Ceda r Rap ids ra n t ra i n s  over 
the  tracks of the M i lwa u kee and  St. Pau l  as fa r south 
as P lymouth J u nct ion and  north to Aust i n .  The C h i cago 
and M i lwau kee had constructed a stat ion  and O. N .  
Da r l i ng was the agent, t h e  f i rst i n  Ly le .  

Mercha nts were:  I rge ns & Kn utson, Scarf & Wi l l i ams ,  
O l son  & Co. , L. W. Sherman ,  a n d  Peter Joh nson.  S .  D .  
Mecord was a gra i n  buyer ;  John  Trod ler  k ept a board i n g  
house,  and  J o h n  Re insm ith w a s  the b lacksm ith .  

1 885 B us i ness Places 
Bus iness p laces l i sted in a d i rectory in 1885 were: W. 

Stan ley & Son,  Myhre & Lund, John  O .  Myhre, J .  F .  H u m e l ,  
dea lers i n  ge nera l merchandise;  A .  H .  Anderson ,  ha rdwa re ; 
L. W. Sherma n, l u m ber and coa l ;  B .  D. Hedemark ,  leather, 
boats and shoes;  Th .  I rgens ,  postmaster ;  J .  H .  Sherm a n ,  
e levator m a n ;  Evenson  & Stovern ,  dea l ers i n  f a r m  mach i n­
ery; J .  K. C l a rk, d rayma n ;  E. Johnson ,  furn i ture dea l e r  and  
undertaker ;  Peter Hansen ,  ha rnessmaker;  Thomas K i rby, 
gra i n  buyer;  W. West, board i ng house;  A. Weber, b l ack­
sm i th ;  C. J u nger, refresh ments ;  Dr.  W. F. Cobb, phys i c i a n ;  
O .  G .  Myhre, leader o f  t h e  brass band. 

1 970 Bus iness Places 
Lyle Furn itu re Store ,  Je rry Jorda h l ;  N e l son Rad io & 

TV, S h i r l l N e lson ; Cozy Tavern ,  M a be l  To lzma n ;  H u ntt i ng 
E l evator, Char les  Ek le ,  ma nager ;  Ly le Feed M i l l , Ha ro l d  
E ichen ; B lacksm ith ,  Ha rry Att l esey; You ng's Ga rage , Dave 
You ng;  Don's Standard Stat ion ,  Don Stanto n ;  Schaufen­
b i l  G rocery Store, Ernest and  I rna  Schaufen b i l ;  Post 



Off ice,  V io let  L. Howa rd, postm i stress ;  Ly le S peed Was h ,  
Leonard Ha ug land .  

Othe r  b u s i ness p l a ces i nc l ude :  J a B u  Te  Bea uty Sa lon ,  
M a rguer i te  Sew i c k ;  Peggy' s  Bea u ty S hop ,  Peggy Tufte ; 
Matte r's Ba rber Shop ,  H e n ry M atter ;  Ly l e  Recreat ion ,  
James Lestru d ;  Copper Kett le ,  E l iza beth ( Bea )  Anderson ,  
Chatter Box  G r i l l ,  Patr i c i a  Stark ;  Ly l e  I nsu rance  (Farmer  
State  Agency) ,  Arno l d  Stock, agent ;  Fa rme rs State Bank ,  

EARLY H A R N E S S  S H O P  

Senator C .  R .  ( B a ldy)  Ha nse n ,  pres ident ;  Haa kenson 
G rocery Store,  O laf  Haakenson ; Perks Savi ng Center ,  John  
Perk i n s ;  Le ida l l ' s  Ga rage, Leonard Le ida l l ;  B u rghard Pro­
duce, Loren De n n i son ,  manager ;  Ly le  M u n i c i pa l  L iquor  
Sto re, G l enn  W i lson ,  manager ;  G reggs Serv i ce Stat ion ,  
A lva  G regg; Be l l  & Le ida l Car  Sa les ,  Ve rn Be l l  a nd La ­
Verne Le ida l ;  Amer ican  Cya n a m i d ,  Bruce  Co lema n ;  Young 
G ra i n  Compa ny, Dave  You ng, a n d  Art's Ba rber Shop ,  Art 
Ho l l e rud .  

Other  bu i ld i ngs i n c l ude  t h e  Amer ican  Leg ion  C l u b  
a n d  Ha l l  a n d  t h e  C i ty Ha l l  a n d  F i re Stat ion .  

Another pr ivate bus i ness i s  the  M i n k Farm operated 
by E l l i ott Yo ung. 

F I R E  OF GAM BLE STORE 1970 

EARLY TH RES HING TEAM, 1907 - Left to right: O laf O lson, Alfred J o h nson, John Weber, owner. 
29 



S O CIAL A N D  FRATE R NA L  O R D E R S  

Frem ear l y  days Ly le  has had a wea lth ef  sec i a l  and 
fraterna l erga n izat iens .  Seme ef the ea r l i est were: M .B .A. 
Ledge No.. 333, Wi l lew Weed Ca m p  No.. 565 ; Kn ights ef 
Pyth ias No. .  59, Ra i l road Order ef Tra i nmen ,  1 .0.G.T. No. .  
31 ,  and  A.F.  and  A. M .  A lma  Ledg No. .  131.  By 1911 these 
s u rv iv ing were the Masen ic ,  the  K.P . ,  the  M .W.A. and the 
M .B .A. 

Masonic  Lodge 
Alma Ledge No.. 131 A.F. & A. M .  received its charter 

in 1878 frem the Grand Ledge ef M i n neseta . In 1911 Qf­
f icers were : O. H .  Dah l ,  W. M . ;  J .  W. Jeh nsen,  S .W. ;  Chr is  
Jehnsen,  J .W.; Wm. Nerd land ,  secretary; F. M .  Beach ,  
t reasurer; O le  R u n n i ng, S .D . ;  Leu i s  B l akestad,  J .C . ;  Asmu n  
O l son ,  ty ler ;  Geerge M .  Andersen ,  S .S . ;  Dr. P .  T .  Terke lsen,  
J .S. ;  Dr. W. F. Cebb, pre late;  S .  H .  Da h l ,  marsha l .  

Kn ights o f  Pythias 
The Kn ights ef Pyth ias  Ledge received its charter in  

1889, but the  f ire  i n  1891 destroy·ed the er igi na l charter. 
A new ene was gra nted September 19,  1891 .  Dr. W. A. 
Frazer was the en ly er ig i na l charter member  st i l l  l iv i ng 
i n  Ly le i n  1911 .  Fe l lewi ng the 1891 f i re ,  the  ledge cen­
structed a two-stery brick  bu i ld i ng. The bui l d i ng was dam­
aged by f i re in  1960, but was repa i red and redecerated . 
The lower pa rt ef the bu il d i ng was used as a drug store 
severa l yea rs. Off icers in 1911  were : A. Geerge, C.C. ;  N. E .  
Fedsen, V.C. ; W. F. Cobb,  pre late;  Ed . H i lde bra nd,  K. of  
R .  a nd S . ;  W. L .  Cole ,  M .  ef F. ;  N ick  Seversen ,  M.  ef  E . ;  
Chas .  Howa rd ,  M . Qf W. ;  Ear l  Vi nten, M.  at A . ;  John  O lsen ,  
i nner  guard ;  C l a ude H i ldebra nd,  euter guard;  F. E .  W i l der, 
trustee for th ree years .  

Pythian S isters 
Lyle Tem p l e  No. 54 Pyth ian  S i sters was i n st i tuted 

March  31, 1916. F i rst eff icers were: Past Ch ief, Mamie  
H u nter; Mest  Exce l lent  C h i ef, Sad ie  Roberts ; Exce l lent 
Sen ior, G race Sherma n ;  Exce l lent  J u nier, Ida Fedson ;  
Ma nager ,  Ida  Anderso n ;  Secreta ry, R e n a  Da h l ;  Teasu rer, 
Ti l l ie Mc Kee ; Proctor, Petra Therstad ;  Guard ,  M i n n i e  M u l ­
dewn.  The i r  charter w a s  su rrendered M a rch 1 2 ,  1918.  

May 15,  1954, Ly le  Tem p l e  No.  76 was i nst i tuted with 
23 s i sters and 15 kn ights. Off icers were: Honera b l e  Past 
C h ief, F lorence Garnatz; Past Ch ief, Luc i l l e N e lson ; Mest 
Exce l lent Ch·i ef, Dor is  H o l le rud ; Exce l lent  Sen ier, V i rgi n i a  
Wi lder; Exce l l ent J u n ior, A l ice Leu ise Fossey; Ma nager,  
G ladys Sampsen ;  Secreta ry, La u ra Mortensen ;  Treasurer, 
Char lette S l i ndee;  Protector, Larr ie Mart i n ,  Mar i lyn N e l­
son ;  Trustee, C l a ra Meyet, N eva N e lson and M i ld red Aus­
t i nson;  Press Cerrespondent, La rr ie Mart i n ,  and P ian i st, 
I rene La rson.  A l i ce Rohne  was the f i rst s ister i n i t iated by 
the Temp l e  afte r they had been i nst i tuted. 

Tem p le  76 has two. 1970 state eff icers a nd two. past 
state efficers.  Roxa nne Weseman is  G rand Ch ief ef M i n­
nesota, and  Lou ise H a l l ,  G rand Secreta ry ; Past G rand 
Ch ief V i rg i n i a  Wi lder, who i s  a lso a Past  Nat iona l re pre­
sentative; and Past Grand  Secreta ry Doris Ho l lerud,  who. 
is  1970 Nat iena l Representat ive. 

Lodge prejects have i n c l uded Red C ress sewi ng, 
send ing money and g i fts to. vete ra ns and to. the menta l ly 
reta rded, gifts to the needy and fru i t  t rays to s h ut- i ns. 

The ledge lean c l oset has two. whee l cha i rs ,  two 
pa i rs of crutches a n d  a wa l ker  ava i l a b l e  to. peo p l e  who 
need them.  

Febru a ry 25 ,  1970, the ledge meet i ng p lace and a l l  
possess iens were destroyed by f i re.  They have been meet­
i n g  in the homes s i nce .. 
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Office,rs for 1970 are:  Past C h i ef, Leu i se Ha l l ;  Mest 
Exce l lent  Ch ief, Betty Reh ne ;  Exce l lent  Sen ior ,  B l a nche 
Gregg; Exce l lent  J u n ier, E le i se Kva le ;  M a nager, V i rg i n i a  
Wi lder '  Secreta ry, A l ice Reh ne; Treasurer, Jea nette Reu­
ter; Pr�tector, L i l ly Wi lder ;  G uard,  Hazel  Go l berg; P i a n ist ,  
I rene La rsen ;  Press Cerrespondent,  A l i ce Rehne;  Trustees, 
Dori s He l lerud,  Eff ie  Aust insen and Le la  Den n i sen.  

Modern Woodmen of America 
Wi l lew Woed Ca m p  No.  565 ef the Medern Weedmen 

of Amer ica was erga n ized in the 1880's .  In 1911 Peter Han­
son was the enly rema i n i ng charter  mem ber l iv i ng in Lyle .  
F i rst Venerab le  Ceunsel  was E .  L .  Sta n ley, and J .  S .  Schuy­
ler was the f i rst Scr ibe .  Off icers in 191 1  were: Fred Wy­
borney, V.C .. ; Chr is  Jeh nson, W.A.; Jehn Schumacher, van­
ker; O.  G .  B la kestad ,  c lerk ;  M. M .  Du n ba r, escert; Fra n k  
Peterman ,  watc h m a n ;  Frank  Cafeurek,  sentry; O le  R u n­
n i ng, manager; Dr. Cebb, phys i c i a n ;  Dr. Terkelsen,  as­
s istant. 

Modern Brotherhood of America 
Lyle Lodge 333 Modern Bretherhoed ef America , was 

erga n i zed i n  1899. M eeti ngs were he ld  i n  the Mace n i c  
H a l l .  Officers i n  1 9 1 1 :  Peter Andersen ,  pres ident ;  T .  Them p­
sen, v ice  pres ident ;  C. M .  Andersen ,  secretary-treasurer ;  
Tem M u rphy, cha p la i n ;  Gen.  H e l f-r i tz, cend ucter ;  Geerge 
Larsen, watchma n ;  Sam O l sen ,  sentry ;  trustees, Os m u n  
O lsen, T .  H .  Mu rphy, D .  E.  Er icksen. 

WCTU 
The Wemen 's  Chr ist ian  Tem pe ra nce U n ien ef Ly le 

was erga n ized i n  the fa l l  ef 1887 and  i s  st i l l  act ive in its 
83rd year. Wemen who. have served as pres idents i n c l ude:  
Mrs .  D.  K. Shannen,  Mrs.  B .  M .  Jehnsen,  M iss Matt ie  Ve l ­
stad,  M rs .  Anna Fe lsem, Mrs. E .  Pankh u rst, M rs .  R .  J .  
Gerden,  M rs.  A .  J .  Wash i ngten ,  M rs .  H .  G .  Da h l ,  Mrs .  G. K. 
Ve l stad, M rs.  E l la  Reberts, M rs.  Dena N e lsen,  M rs .  Anna 
Ca rberry ,  M rs .  N .  Seversen (sec), Mrs.  Etta Cel e, M rs .  
De l la Ben net, M rs.  Mart i n  Wi l l i nger, M rs .  Ni les Putnam ,  
M rs. J .  M .  Jehnsen,  M rs. I rv i n  Pr iem, M rs. Ed L. Rush ,  
who. has s erved from 1954  to. 1970. Severa l ethers served 
mere than  ene term. 

The N evada Tewnsh i p  U n ien  was erga n ized i n  1902, 
served by two. pres ide nt, A lma  Ostensen and  . M rs .  E .  
Pa nkhurst. I n  1906 i t  cembi ned with  the Ly le Un len .  The  
WCTU is  a Chr i st i a n  tem pera nce erga n izat ien .  

Of  feur l ife members en ly  ene is  l iv i ng. They are :  
M rs. M a y  Au l tfather, M rs.  Henry Dah l ,  M rs .  Wm . Nerd land ,  
a l l  deceased, and M rs.  N i les Putnam,  new 93 years you ng. 
There are a l so seme members who. have be lenged ever 50 
yea rs and  seme ever 25 yea rs. At the present t �m e  th� re 
a re 18 members, f ive henerary membe rs and f i ve Wh i te 
R i bben recru its. 

There is  a Nat iena l Yeuth Temperance Ceu nc i l  fer 
teenagers and nat iena l cenvent iens a re he ld  ef beth 
ergan izat iens.  

FARM B U R EA U  

U n i o n  Farm B u reau 

When the U n ited States entered Wer ld  War I in  1917, 
there was an u rgent need for feed.  I n  the fa l l  ef that year 
a grou p  ef U n ien Tewnsh i p  farmers ,  M itche l l Ceu nty, l ewa, 
namely  Fra n k  Hambrecht,  Geerge Decker, JacQb C la usen ,  
Henry Bra i nard ,  Car l  Jehnsen,  Geerge Keetke, M a rk Reb­
e rtsen and ethers, decided to. e rga n ize to. h e l p. 

Fr�n k  Hambrecht beca me the f i rst d i recter ef U n ien 
Tewnsh i p  Fa rm Bureau .  He s igned art i c les ef i ncerpera­
tien in M itche l' l Ceunty Farm B u reau recerded March 12, 



1918.  F i rst d ues were $5 for th ree yea rs ,  but i n  1919 dues 
were ra ised to $5 per year .  

At f i rst a l l  efforts were on i n c reased production .  
Steps were taken to  sta rt tubercu los i s  i rrad i cat ion i n  cat­
t l e. M u c h  work was done in pou l try cu l l i ng. Seed gra i n  
a n d  potatoes were treated . Fa rmers were u rged to keep 
fa rm records. 

Afte r the wa r when product ion was no longer as u r­
gent, efforts were made to i nc rease Fa rm B u reau  mem­
bers h i p . You ng men were u rged to jo i n .  F i rst d i rectors, 
Fra n k  H a m brecht, 1918; Jacob C l a use n ,  1919; Mark  Rob­
e rtson ,  1920 a nd '21,  and Henry B ra i na rd ,  1922 a nd '23, 
were a l l  p i o n eers.  In 1924 Bert Decker,  then o n l y  20, be­
came d i rector a nd he  served two years.  Success i ve leaders 
we re a l l  yo unger men .  

Farm B u reau  orga n ized the Toeterv i l le S h i p p i ng Ass n .  
Efforts were m a d e  t o  encourage grow ing  l egumes a nd 
l egu me seed was bought for members .  U n i on Townsh i p  
had  one membe r  o n  the  f i rst Cou nty Fa rm B u re a u  pu r­
chas i ng com m ittee a n d  the f i rst ca r load of bu l k  s a l t  was 
s h i pped to U n ion Townsh i p. Fa rmers a lso rece ived l ive­
stock m i n era l s  at  great sav i ngs . U n ion  Townsh i p  received 
one  of  the  f i rst car loads  of agr icu l tu ra l l i me stone  s h i pped 
i nto M i tche l l  County. 

When Wor l d  Wa r 1 1  broke out, boys, c l u b  leaders and  
two of  the cou nty agents were ca l led to  a rms.  M em bers 
of Un ion Fa rm Bu rea u who beca me county pres ide nts 
i n c l uded,  in 1945 Fred Longrock,  a nd in 1966, Fred B i sse n .  
A l e x  B l a ke i s  d i rector f o r  1970. M rs .  C l a i re Joh nson was 
county Farm B u rea u Women 's  cha i rm a n .  

Bert Decker ,  w h o  wrote t h e  50th Ann iversa ry h istory 
of M itche l l  County Fa rm B u rea u a n d  the h i story of Un ion  
Townsh i p  FB ,  says, "When you ta l k  a bout there be ing a 
bette r orga n izat ion than  U n ion Towns h i p  Fa rm B u rea u ,  
every potato w i n ks i t s  eye, every ca bbage sha kes i t s  head ,  
every beet gets red i n  the face, every on ion gets stronger ,  
and every oat f ie ld  i s  s hocked ; rye strokes its bea rd ,  corn 
pr icks  up its ea rs and every foot of ground k icks ."  

Otra nto Farm B ureau 
Otra nto Fa rm B u reau  was o rga n ized i n  1918 by  Mr .  

Ponta , ass i sted by Me use Fossey with  Fra n k  M udeara a s  
f i rst d i rector. The u n i t prospered i n  the  20's b u t  i n  t h e  
ear l y  30's i n  the depress ion ,  i t  w a s  h a rd t o  kee p u p  mem­
bers h i p. Fossey and  Ray Ca r l son spent two days on  mem­
bers h i p  and s igned one member  by te l l i ng  h im he was 
the on ly  one that  had not jo ined .  They went back late r  
a nd refunded h i s  d u es .  The U n ion w a s  later  rev ived with  
the he lp  of O l a ndo Brena a n d  Ra l ph Ramsey. Later  leaders 
were Ha ro ld  Ta bbert, E l m o  J a h r  and A lton H a lvorson ,  
p resent d i rector. 

Nevada Farm B ureau 
N evada Farm B u reau  U n it was orga n ized in the sum­

mer  of  1920 by County Agent F.  L .  Le ibenste i n  w i th  N ewe l l  
N e l son as  f i rst p res ident .  The mem bers h i p  d i d  cons ide r­
a b le buy i n g  of the i r  n eeds i n  l a rge lots to secu re bette r 
p r ices .  N e l son  served a s  pres ident  20 yea rs fo l lowd by 
Em i l  Schwa n ke for a n u m ber  of years.  

In 1954,  after a dormant per iod,  the u n i t was re­
o rga n ized by H a ro l d  Fossey with Ly le  a n d  N evada becom­
i ng one u n it .  Fossey served as  pres ident a n u m ber  of 
years.  S ucceed i ng pres ide nts were Lee M a rt i n ,  J i m  Reed, 
Don Barnes,  Ha rry Lenze a n d  A lden  Sma l l , p resent ly 
servi ng. 

Lyle  Farm B u re a u  
Ly le  Fa rm B u rea u was orga n ized i n  1921 by  Car l  Re u­

ter. The u n i t worked w i th  the Nevada u n it in buyi n g  fa rm 

needs. Wa lter Den i son ,  Ha rry Nordan ,  Jay Mon i ka n  and  
Wi l fred M u rphy were  act ive i n  ear ly  yea rs and were hon­
ored at  the  state convent ion in  1940 for hav ing the l a rgest 
members h i p  of any  townsh i p  in M i n nesota with  over 100 
mem bers. I n  1954 the Ly le  U n it jo i ned with  the Nevada 
Farm Bureau .  

Lyle-Nevada FB Women 
The purpose of Farm B u reau Women 's  Com m i ttee i s  

to  i ncrease part i c i pat ion and  expa nd act iv i t ies  of  women 
i n  Farm B u reau progra ms,  a n d  bu i l d a more  effect ive or­
ga n izat ion in cou nty, state and nat ion .  They were orga n ­
ized i n  1955, when wome n  from Farm B u reau u n its .of the  
cou nty met  at the Anton F ruth  home at  G ra n d  Meadow 
to e l ect off icers for the va r ious u n its.  

M rs .  Homer Wa r r i ngton was the  f i rst cha i rman  for the 
Ly l e  women .  Fo l low ing  her  were : M rs. V. H. Ba rnes, Mrs. 
George Peters,  M rs .  J a m es Reed and M rs .  Ha rry Lenz.  

M rs .  H a ro ld  Fossey was f i rst cha i rman for the  N evada 
women .  Succeed i ng cha i rmen were : M rs .  Peter Lausen ,  
Mrs .  Lee Mart i n ,  M rs .  L. K .  Bopp ,  Mrs .  Ozro B rown ,  M rs .  
De Los Fra n k  and M rs .  Alden Sma l l .  They have busy 
sched u les i n c l ud i ng a n nua l R u ra l -Urba n and Fa rm-C ity 
Week act iv i t ies,  a county pot- l uck  d i nner  meet i ng; educa­
t iona l progra ms, com mod ity contests, tou rs to va r ious 
p laces,  and  they s ponsor Da i ry N ight and  ass ist with the  
a n n u a l  Farm B u reau  R u ra l- U rba n N ight. There a re a l so 
county p rojects. 

Lyle Study C l u b  
The  Ly l e  Study C lub  was orga n ized March  19 ,  1940, 

at  the A. P .  Ga rnatz home. F i rst off icers were M rs .  A. P. 
Garnatz ,  pres ident ,  a n d  M rs .  George Gaa rder,  secreta ry­
t reasu rer. 

The two-fo ld  pu rpose of the c l u b  was to study s u b­
jects suggested by c l u b  mem bers a nd to he l p  sponsor the  
L i bra ry C l ub .  

Meet i ngs a re he ld  once a month on t h e  t h i rd Tuesday. 
The 1970 off i cers i nc l ude  M rs .  Vern Be l l ,  pres ident ;  

M rs .  Ne ls  Go l berg, v ice pres ident, and  M rs .  G len Da h l , 
secreta ry-treasu rer. 

Otra nto Women's Group 
Otra nto Towns h i p  Women's  Gro u p  of Mona ce lebrated 

the i r  20th a n n i versa ry in October, 1969. 
Orga n ized Octobe r  11, 1949, the c l u b  was f i rst n a med 

Happy Hour  C l ub .  I t  was orga n ized by M rs .  C lyde Roehr 
a nd M rs .  Ca rro l l  Rustad,  who were 4-H leaders.  F i rst of­
f icers were M rs .  H a r l a n  Ne lson ,  pres ident,  a n d  Mrs .  Ray­
mond Car l son ,  v ice pres ident.  Month ly meet i ngs were h e l d  
u s i n g  lessons offered th rough the Cou nty Exte ns ion off ice .  
I n  1964, when there were no more l essons offered,  the 
name was cha nged to Otra nto Townsh i p  Women 's  G rou p .  

Other p res idents who have served i nc lude :  M rs .  H a r l a n  
N e l son ,  M rs .  G i l m a n  Rust, M rs .  August E h l ke ,  Mrs.  Fred 
Tesch (two terms), M rs .  C lyde Roe hr ,  M rs .  Eugene Myh re, 
Mrs .  Kenneth Markham,  M rs .  Raymond Car lson and M rs .  
C lyde Roe h r  for  her  second term. 

Lyle G ra nge 
Ly l e  Gra nge No .  789 was orga n i zed J u n e  16, 1949, at 

M i n nereka School  after a prev ious  meet i ng he ld  a week 
ea r l i e r  at  the  home of M r. and M rs .  Lester Corson when  
Fred Loucks,  G ra n ge Deputy, was present to exp l a i n  the  
orga n izat ion .  The next m eet i ng was at Lyle C ity H a l l .  

F i rst off i ce rs were : Levi La rson ,  master ;  Lew is  Rawn,  
overseer ;  Lenore Wa l s h ,  lectu rer ;  Dea n Hotson ,  stewa rd ; 
C la rence Wa lsh ,  ass i sta nt stewa rd ; C l a ra Pem b rook, c h a p­
l a i n ;  C l i fford Sa l i sbu ry,  treasu rer ;  B i l l ie Rawn,  secreta ry ; 
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Leonard Sa l i sbury, gate keeper ;  E lma Sa l i sbury, Ceres ; 
Genevieve Nad bora l sk i , Pamona ;  l I een Larson,  F lora ,  and  
R uth Sa l is bu ry, Lady  ass i stant stewa rd . 

June  24, the ob l igat ion was given to 18 new members 
w i th  De puty Loucks and  Lester Corson i n  c h a rge. M em­
bers h i p  was then 54 .  Meet i ngs were set for the  second a n d  
fou rth Thu rsdays month ly at  t h e  C i ty H a l l .  

Good l i terary progra m s  were given a n d  the Gra nge 
grew ra p idly. There were other Gra nges i n  the com m u n­
i ty .  Lester a n d  Luc i l le Corson rece ived a demit  from 
Fa i rv iew G ra nge and jo i ned Lyle, where they a re sti l l  mem­
bers. Deputy and M rs .  Fred Loucks presented Ly le  Grange 
w i th  a love ly B i b le. 

An exec ut ive com m ittee was added to the s l ate of 
off i ce rs .  They i n c l uded Lester Corson ,  Ha rry Lenz a n d  
Denver Osmu ndson.  F u n d  ra i s i ng w a s  a b ig  issue.  I c e  
Cream Socia l s were popu l a r, and  i t  w a s  dec ided  t o  have 
the Ha rvest Fest iva l on La bor Day, and to have a f loat  
i n  the parade.  Other fund ra i s i ng i n c l uded suppers a nd 
part i es, basket soc ia ls ,  da nces and  card pa rt ies .  A sta nd 
at  the f i rst fest iva l brought $92.55. The f i rst Booster N ight 
was held in the  h igh schoo l gym with  125 mem bers and 
guests present.  I t  was a l so dec ided to have a fa i r  booth 
wh ich  a n n u a l ly rece ived a b l u e  r i bbon and  a $50 pr ize .  

Mem bers were a lways ready to  he l p  i n  t ime  of  need, 
such as ne ighbors i n  need d u r i ng i l l ness o r  m isfortu ne.  

For pa rt i c i pat ion i n  Com m u n ity Serv ice Projects, Ly le 
Gra nge i n  1953 p laced i n  the  top ten and a l so rece ived a 
Go ld  Sea l for the Com m u n ity Serv i ce Chart. 

Ly l e  G ra nge worked with 4-H in the Home Economics  
progra m and  two of the g i r l s  won second and  t h i rd p l ace 
i n  the jun ior  group  at the state leve l .  

The G ra nge ho- Ids card pa rt ies  d u r i ng w i nter months 
on the t h i rd Saturday n ights month ly. 

Members pa rt i c i pated in many contests on both state 
and  nat iona l l eve ls ,  w i n n i ng pr izes .  Later the G range 
cha nged the i r  meet i ng p l ace from the K.P.  ha l l  to the 
Enterpr ise H a  I I .  

S ix mem bers have taken the Seventh Degree : M r. a nd 
Mrs . Lester Corson i n  1950; and  i n  1966, M r. and  M rs.  
Ha rry Lenz and Mr. and M rs .  A.  R .  K louse. 

Charte r members st i t ! act ive a re :  M r. and M rs .  Lester 
Corson, M r. a n d  Mrs .  Ha rry Lenz a n d  Lew is  Rawn. 

American Legion 
The Ly l e  Amer ican  Legion Post 335 was given a tem­

pora ry charter N ovember 6, 1919, pr io r  to the Novem ber 11 ,  
1919,  Nat iona l Convent ion for permanent orga n izat ion .  
There was a depress ion and i t  was ha rd to pay regu l a r  
dues a n d  t h e  orga n izat ion was not active .  On  M a y  19,  
1932, the Ly le  Legion Post 105 was permanent ly orga n ized. 
In 1957 a new 60 by 32 foot Legion C l u b  was bu i l t  and  
ded icated Novembe r  21 .  Th i s  yea r a 50 by  40  add i t i on  to 
the b i u l d i ng is be i ng constructed a l low ing  s pace for a 
ha l l  and  storage bes ides the c l u b  rooms.  

Ea r ly  records of the Legion were destroyed . Com­
ma nders from 1920 to 1945 are  u n known exce pt that W i l ­
fred M u rphy served from 1930 t o  1940. Other com manders 
i n c l uded : Robert Berg, Ma r ion Schm idt ,  A lv in  Myh re,  
Fra n k  Bedford, Wi l fred M u rphy, De l m a r  H e lfr i tz, Vernon 
M u rphy, LaVerne Tay l or, Char les Drenth,  Duane  E lverum ,  
LaVe rne Tay lor ,  Loren De n i son ,  W i  I f red M u rphy, Darro l l 
Hof land ,  Vernon N e l son ,  Eugene DeLa ney, Warren Aust i n­
son,  C. J .  G i s l ason,  Rona ld Ha lverson and G a l e n  Ho l st ,  
present com ma nder. Severa l served doub le  terms. 

F i rst meet i ngs were held at the b l acksm ith shop, then 
the F i rst Nat iona l Bank b u i l d i ng a n d  then at  the B l a ke-

32 

stad bu i ld i ng unt i l it bu rned. Other  meet ing  p laces were 
the Ha nson Ha l l ,  KP H a l l .  

Present off icers o f  t h e  Post i nc l ude Ga len Ho lst ,  
com ma nder ;  Pete Godfredson ,  v ice comm a nder ;  Thomas 
M u rphy, adj uta nt, and  Loren De n isen ,  treasurer .  

Loca l vetera ns of Wor ld Wa r I st i l l  l iv i ng  in May t h i s  
yea r were : C .  J .  Anderson ,  Russe l l  O .  Anderson ,  Fra n k  E .  
Bedford , Raymond D .  B l a kestad ,  James Con ner ,  J o h n  M .  
Eggen ,  Arno ld  T .  Enerson , Art h u r  B.  Da h l ,  Art h u r  T .  Fortu n ,  
Fred Godfredson ,  John T .  Hanson ,  I bert Hof land ,  Roy C.  
Hansen .  

A lso Theo. L .  Johnson,  Pa lmer  Johnson,  Gustave T. 
Jorge nson,  G lenn Machacek,  A l phonso G. M u rphy,  W i lfred 
J .  M u rphy,  James L. Monna han ,  Ch r ist  E.  O l son ,  Gust 
Sch m i dt, N e l s  M .  Sore nson ,  C l a re H .  N ew l i ng, Fred Rad­
loff, And rew Steene and  Henry T.  Vo lstad .  

American Legion Auxi l i a ry 
Ly le America n Legion Aux i l i a ry U n it 105 was organ­

ized M a rch  12, 1934, when a jo int  meet i ng  was held with 
the Legion mem bers. J .  L .  Jen n i ngs of Aust i n  gave the 
cdd ress of the eve n i ng, a fter wh ich M rs .  Vogsted ,  D i st r ict 
Auxi l i a ry pres ident ,  met with  the women to orga n ize the  
Aux i l ia ry U n it .  

F i rst off icers were : M rs .  Lewis  So la ,  pres ident ;  Mrs .  
Arthur  Fortun ,  secretary; M rs.  Theo. Johnson ,  t reasu re r ;  
M rs .  V ictor Vo lstad,  h istor i an .  D u r i ng Wor ld  Wa r I I  the  
Aux i l i a ry had charge of the d ra ft registrat ion .  

P resent off i ce rs of  the Aux i l ia ry a re :  M rs .  Ga len H o l st ,  
pres ident ;  M rs .  Fred Godfredson,  v ice pres ident; M rs .  
Loren Den i sen ,  secreta ry; M rs .  F loyd M i lde n ste in ,  treas-
u rer. 

Lyle  G ir l  Sco uts 
The f i rst G i r l  Scout troop in Lyle was orga n ized i n  

t h e  fa l l  o f  1962 b y  M rs .  Harry Lou k, D i st r ict I I I  cha i rma n ;  
M rs .  Ro land You ng, D i st r ict Adviser,  a n d  M rs .  Howard 
Hje l m a n ,  f i rst t roop leader. The Ly le  Pa rent-Teacher As­
soc iat ion has sponsored the troop. Week ly  meet i ngs a re 
he ld  at the schoo l .  

Present leaders i n  Ly le  for J u n ior Troop 7 3  a re :  M rs .  
Ross V.  Peterson and  M rs .  La rry Ehret. 

L O N D O N  VI LLAGE 

When the state of Mi n nesota was orga n ized, London 
Townsh i p, Freeborn County or ig inated,  M a rch 4, 1957, 
with Wi l l i a m  Mor in ,  f i rst reg ister of deeds. 

Ma i l  for the f i rst sett l ers was l eft at des ignated fa rms.  
The f i rst p l a ce was at  the Gersey fa rm, then at the J i m  
Conner  fa rm for a t ime .  Then,  London Post Off ice was 
esta b l ished at a p l a ce two and  a ha lf m i les north  of the 
present v i  l I age of London . London PO (for  post off i ce)  a s  
i t  w a s  ca l led ,  h a d  a store and the  post off ice  a nd cream­
e ry, wh ich  was known as  the Jones C rea mery.  

N e igh bor i ng  towns before 1870 were Deer  Creek,  S h e l l ­
Tock,  Oa k l a nd ,  Ceda r C i ty, Troy C i ty (O ld  Otra nto), B u ng 
Town (now Otra nto), and  P i ncy (now M i l tonv i l l e) .  

F i rst sett lers i n  t h i s  a rea were the fa m i l i es of :  D .  J .  
B utts, P .  B u m p, Cha o  Eckert, G .  Geesey, J i m  Con ner, R .  
G i bson ,  J .  H .  Gos lee ,  C .  & G.  Gra nger, Wm . Gos l ee,  C .  
Germa i n ,  Chr i s t i an  H a nson ,  Tor is  Johnson ,  Arch La ng, 
Dan Li l ly ,  J. H .  Stewa rt, Ed Thomas,  W. D .  Thom pson ,  J .  
Va n W i n k l e ,  H .  Wesem a n ,  J .  Whee l e r, S .  W i l l i ams ,  G .  A l l en ,  
Dan  Ames, O.  B rown, John Beach ,  E rastus Bedford , J .  A .  
Carter, E .  L .  Merry, Ca l Owen ,  Fra n k  Machacek,  D i l la rzon 
Mos h i er, Or l ando W i l d er, Geo. S h a rp ,  T imothy Gos lee,  
Sam C l a rk,  O. Barn u m ,  J .  Patz, C .  & G.  G u m pers, F.  Pot­
ter and  others. These names were l andowners on record 
of an 1870 map.  



The I l l i no is  Centra l Ra i l road, i n  order to have ra i l  
serv ice to A l bert Lea, b u i l t  the i r  track from Mona to G len­
v i l le and Wm . Mor i n  p latted the towns of London and 
Myrt le  a pprox i mate ly s ix  m i les apart i n  order  to com ply  
with state regu lat ions .  

MAI N STR EET O F  LO N D O N  

London was p latted October 1 6 ,  1900. T h e  f i rst bu i ld­
ing was a grocery store operated by N. H. N e lson unt i l 
J a n uary 1, 1963. Dur ing the fo l low ing  three yea rs a l umber 
yard ,  crea mery,  b lacksmith  shop were added,  and later  two 
e levators. There was a de pot and  stockyards on the ra i l ­
road ;  the Bank  of London was operated by Fred Machacek 
i n  1903 and became the London State Bank i n  1908. G le n n  
Machacek w a s  ban ker  from 1912 t o  1962. George Funda 
was ba n ker from 1907 to 1960. Other ba nkers were :  Pau l  
Thom pson a n d  Roger Campbe l l . 

Farmers orga n ized a creamery i n  1903. The Com mun ity 
Ha l l  was esta b l ished i n  1915,  the U .  B. Church  i n  1906 a nd 
the Luthera n  C h urch i n  1920. A hote l was opened i n  1904 
by Hans  Madson and J. H a ldorson .  

School  D istr ict 94 cam e  t o  London i n  1 9 1 0  from rura l 
a reas.  I n  1950 the f i re depa rtment was orga n ized. Chas.  
Pace had a b lock and  t i le  factory i n  1920. 

Depot agents i nc l uded J im Kent,  J .  D. Va nden berg, 
Wm. Ca rmody and  Amos H i nds,  through the years. 

S pe ltz Gra i n  and Coa l Co. and e l evator opened i n  
1903. Wm. St ickner a n d  John Re isdorf were f i rst e m p loyees. 
J .  R .  Lukes opened a n  e levator in 1905. Other e levator 
workers were Fred A l len ,  P .  J. F i be l stad.  Haro ld  L.  A l len 
i s  prese nt ma nager of S pe ltz Gra i n  and Coa l Co.  

Hans Rasmussen was the f i rst b lacksm ith i n  1904. 
Others were Lou i s  Cofourek ,  Roy Peterna,  Chr is  Schro land 
and Roger Schrank .  

A l u m ber  yard was one  of the ear ly  bus i n esses. Lum­
bermen i n c luded from 1903 A l bert Sch iss ler, A. F. Long, 
Ed Ostrum ,  Cec i l  Wa h lem,  O. H. Thom pson ,  H a rvey Thomp­
son.  

G rocers i n c l uded N.  H .  Ne lson from 1900 to 1963, 
Theodore Joh nson and h i s  partner  in 1902 ;  and  fo l lowi n g  
were Raymond Johnson,  B e n  Weber and  Roge r Coo l i n g  
and others .  

M a rv i n  Stewa rt had a meat ma rket i n  1905 and J .  
Att lesey i n  1907 . Ha rdwa re and i m p lement dea l e rs were 
Sherman Hyatt in 1905 ; S .  H. H a l dorson in 1906. Others 
were Herman Lerud,  Theo. S. Joh nson,  A l bert K i m l icha ,  
L .  P. Hanson ,  A l bert Ska mfer and  H erbert Lerud.  M .  S.  
Skamfer had a ha rness shop .  Ba rbers i nc l uded Roy De­
l a ney, Norman B la i r  and  Mr. Za be l .  

Serv ice stat ion men have i n c l uded E d  Cofourek ,  Aron 
Arneson , Arthur  Aagesen,  Art h u r  Lund and James Conner. 

Ga rage men were James Con ner from 1920 to the present 
t ime ,  E .  A. La u and Wa lter Amacher. 

Tavern operators at va r ious t i mes have i n c l uded John 
Cook, R ichard Chervery, Wm. Iverson ,  Sorn Ha nson,  Henry 
Horstmz n ,  Chester Jorgenson, R .  F. Weber, Em i l  F le ischer ,  
Jack Rasche,  And rew Hauge, Arthu r  Jacobson ,  M i lo Co­
fourek, Le la  Diekma n ,  Arch ie  Foss and Ed Kusy. 

1 970 Residents 

London fam i l ies in 1970 i n c l ude :  Mrs. T. H. Lorenzen ,  
M r. and  Mrs.  Roger Coo l i ng and four ch i ldren ,  Mr .  a nd 
M rs.  Chas.  Cook and two c h i ldren ,  Mr. and  M rs. S .  A. 
Watney, M r. and M rs .  V i rgi l Vosbu rgh and two c h i l d ren ,  
M r. and M rs.  Steven O lson and  two c h i ld ren ,  Mr .  and 
Mrs.  Ea r l  J u l ien ,  M rs .  Le la D iekman ,  Mr .  and  M rs. Roger 
Schrank,  M r. and  M rs .  Herbert Lerud, Mr .  and  M rs .  Ed 
K iney, Lebby Lukes, M rs .  Dena H a l dorson,  M rs.  Max ine  
Amacher ,  Mr .  and  M rs .  James Conner, M r. and  M rs. Har lan  
Rohne  and two c h i ld ren ,  Mrs .  Henry Butow, M r. and M rs .  
Ben  Cofourek,  M r. and  M rs.  Lou i s  Kycek, M r. and  M rs .  E .  
O.  La u ,  M r. and M rs .  M .  O. Foss, M r. and  M rs .  Fred God­
fredr ickson, Mr.  and M rs.  G lenn  Machacek,  M r. and M rs.  
Cec i l  Wa h l ers and  th ree c h i ld re n ,  Mr. and  M rs.  Lorenz 
Lorenzen and three c h i ldren ,  and M rs.  Fred Bur ien .  

Vi l lage of Mona 

The vi l lage of  Mona ,  now 50 res idents, observed i ts 
Cente n n i a l  October 12, 1969, with a pot l uck  d i nner  i n  the  
church fo l l owed by a h i stor ic program.  

Mona,  l i ke many other sma l l  towns i n  northern Iowa 
a nd southern M i n nesota , were the resu l t  of the  f i rst ra i l ­
rozds constructed i n  the area. The s ite for the v i l lage was 
purchased by J. D. Far ley and Char les Hugh i tt .  I t  was 
p latted i n  1869. As the I l l i no is-Centra l Ra i l road was b u i lt ,  
more ra i l road fac i l i t ies  were constructed at  Mona. In 1870 
a frame engine house was moved from St. Ansgar. Later 
a water tower, water treatment p lant  and pum p i ng stat ion 
were added to supp ly  the tra i ns with water. By 1883 Mona 
had a creamery prod uc ing 9 ,000 pounds of butter each  
month.  There were s ix  passenger and fre ight tra i ns da i ly .  
Two hote ls were in operat ion ,  there was a genera l store, 
e levator, post off ice,  l u m ber ya rd wh ich  a lso hand led coa l ,  
a nd a sa loon. 

From the t ime construct ion of the ra i l road from Mona 
to Ly le  in 1900, Mona bega n to dec l i ne.  Ra i l roads were 
constructed to Myrt le ,  London ,  G lenvi l le and f i na l ly to 
A lbert Lea. Res idents bega n to move to Ly le ,  bus i n ess 
p laces c losed and the ra i l road water tower and depot 
were d ismant led and taken away. 

The Luthera n  Ch urch is  the center of act iv i ty. Gath­
e r i ngs a re usua l ly held at  the  c h u rch .  In 1963 the school  
c losed and students were ta ken by bus to l a rger schoo ls ,  
some to  Ly le  and others to  St .  Ansga r. The on ly  bus i ness 
left i n  Mona is  the grocery store operated by M rs.  Ade l i ne 
Geffert. Th is bu i l d i ng is i n  good cond i t ion ,  hav ing been 
constructed in later yea rs. There a re two cemeteries, the  
pu b l i c  cemetery wh ich  has had no new bur i a l s  i n  many 
yea rs, and  the Luthera n  Cemetery,  where most loca l bur­
i a ls a re made.  

About a t h i rd of the sect ion of Mona south of m a i n  
street is s t i  I I  i n  l ots.  Lots north o f  t h e  grocery store 
have been returned to f ie lds .  

Mona was f i rst named H u stad .  I ts present name was 
from Wi l l i am C. Ca i ne,  who came from the I s l e  of M a n n .  
He  named it  M o n a  after h i s  sweethea rt,  Ramona Johnson ,  
who never  came to the Un i ted States. She d ied after a 
broken romance. Ca i ne,  26, acqu i red 160 acres from the 
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government  i n  Decem ber, 1855. Part of h i s  fa rm i s  now 
P leasa nt H i l l  Cemetery. I t  was h i s  w ish ,  when he  so ld  
l and  for  the  cemete ry i n  1884, that  he  shou ld  be i n terred 
on  a s i te he had p icked a n d  p l a nted b i rch  trees on h i s  
l a n d .  Th i s  s i te i s  now pa rt o f  t h e  cemetery. He l ived to 
be 79. H i s  nephew from Eng land  came to sett le  h i s  estate 
a nd en route home lost h i s l i fe by s h i pwreck .  The Ca i ne 
estate was not sett led unt i l 1910 when the Ca i n e  l and  was 
deeded to M rs . E l iza beth Joug l i n  (a w idow in Eng land)  
a n d  later  so ld  to McG i l l va ry and Sawyer. 

There a re two women who c l a i m  the t i t l e  of o ldest 
res idents of Mona .  They a re M rs .  Eva Ca r l son ,  the on ly 
a d u l t  in Mona who was born and rea red there,  and M rs .  
T i l l i e H averson ,  who was born  south  of town on a fa rm,  
but has l i ved i n  the  same house i n  Mona s i nce 1904. 

N EVADA TOWN S H I P  

Nevada Townsh i p  com pr ises congress iona l townsh i p  
101 north ,  range 1 7  west, bounded on t h e  north b y  Wi ndom 
townsh i p, on the east by Ada ms  townsh i p, on the  south 
by M itche l l  Cou nty, I owa,  and on  the west by Ly l e  town­
s h i p . The s u rface in  the north pa rt i s  qu ite leve l and  does 
not d ra i n  read i ly .  The so i l  i s  a very dark a l l uv i a l  deposit .  
The south part i s  gent ly  ro l l i ng and  the soi l i s  b lack loa m .  
So i l i n  a l l  pa rts o f  the towns h i p  i s  very r i c h  and  grows 
a l l  k i nds  of c rops and  grasses. Otter C reek supp l ies d ra i n­
age for the  towns h i p. S i x  M i le G rove i s  i n  the  townsh i p  
i n  port ions  o f  sect ions  2 1 ,  28, 29, 30, 31  a n d  32. 

First Eve nts 
The f i rst wh ite c h i l d  born i n  Nevada Towns h i p  was 

Andi O l son .  She was born in the Thor O l son sha nty J u ly 
28, 185� . The second b i rth  was Anna  S a m pson,  August 25, 
1854. F i rst death was A l a k  Knu l a kass ,  Apr i l 1856, at  the 
age of 45. F i rst  ma rr i age was Fra nc i s  Hersch to He len  
M a rt i n  i n  Februa ry, 1856. F i rst s u i c ide  was  Wi l l i a m  Row­
l i ns ,  who shot h i mse l f  ear ly  i n  the spr i ng  of 1857. 

O rgan izat ion 
The townsh i p  was orga n ized at  a meet i ng in  May,  

1858 ,  at  the house of P.  A., Ba i ly ,  0 rat t h e  Hote l .  Town 
records are  not com p l ete a n d  a l i st of f i rst off icers is  not 
com p lete.  John  W. G regg and Gu nder  H a l verson were 
mem bers of the f i rst  boa rd of s u perv i sors a n d  P. A. Ba i ly 
was the f i rst town c l erk . •  

The fo l low i ng persons  he ld  ea r ly  townsh i p  off ices:  
H .  C.  Anderson ,  Knud Amundson ,  Dav id Aust i n ,  L. F. 
Stark,  Fra n c i s  Hersch, W. P.  Stewa rt, J .  P.  Jones,  Lyman  
St .  Joh n ,  O l e  Sampson,  D. 8.  Nye ,  O .  C .  B rown ,  H .  Knud­
son ,  D. P .  Ba ldw i n ,  H .  F .  Dem i ng, C .  De Remer, E .  C .  D l i ­
l i ngham,  Peter Mart i n ,  A. C. B i s bee, Jesse Rose, S. C low, T. 
O lson,  Recker Aust i n ,  John  U lwe l l i n g, T. Gotomson,  Am­
brose Thom pson , P.  F. Rooney, H e n ry S m ith ,  Herman 
Eddy,  C. J .  Sear les ,  G . E. B i s bee,  O le As l ackson ,  Sam 
Enerson ,  C.  M eyer, Ne ls  Rasmusson,  C. A .  Newm a n ,  H .  K.  
Vo lstad,  O .  N.  N e lson and Wm. McFa r l a nd . . . 

Present  townsh i p  off icers a re :  Wm. E.  Lonerga n ,  
cha i rma n ;  Wa l ter  Eggen a n d  Dave I rw i n ,  su perv isors;  Wm. 
K l usmeier ,  towns h i p  c l erk ;  E. E. Pen n i ng, treasu rer. John 
Tow is  consta b l e  and A l fred Ne lson ,  just ice of the  peace. 

F
,
rom records now on  hand  in the c lerk's off i ce, t h e  

levy I n  1893 w a s  s e t  a t  $ 125 for towns h i p  revenue  a n d  
$100 for road and  br idge. T h e  present  levy i s  $13,500 for 
road a n d  br idge and  $3,000 for townsh i p  reven ue. 

N EVADA VI LLAG E 
N evada V i l l age was p l a tted i n  the  southeast qua rter 

of the southeast q u a rter of sect ion  2 in May of 1857 by 

34 

James Ja rrad .  
Wm. K l usme ier ,  Nevada Townsh i p  c l erk ,  com p i led 

i nformat ion  for t h i s  report. 

R E D  STA R  S C H O O L  

R e d  S t a r  Schoo l D i str ict 5 4  was orga n ized i n  1881.  
F i rst schoo l locat ion  was in the northeast corner of sec­
t ion  23 of Ly le Towns h i p. It was moved to the southwest 
corne r  of sect ion  12 a n d  a few yea rs l a te r  to the south­
west corner of the  northwest q u a rte r of sect ion  13. 

In ea r l y  years e n ro l l ment  in w i nter months wou l d  be 
from 40 to 50 students w ith  on ly  one teacher. The desks 
were th ree-seaters, a l l  the same he ight from the f loor. 
Feet of the you nger ones dang led from the seats. 

Many of the soc i a l  gather i ngs of the ne igh borhood 
were he ld  at the schoo l house.  There were basket soc ia ls ,  
H a l loween part ies  a n d  schoo l p i c n i cs as  we l l  a s  seasona l 
progra ms.  Townsh i p  e l ect ions were he ld  at the  schoo l i n  
ear ly  years. 

Fred M u rphy has l i sted some of the teachers a t  the 
Red Sta r Schoo l as  fo l lows : Erma Green a bout  1898, Anna  
Wyborny, M a be l  Va reo, Matt ie DeRemer, Eme l i ne H a rt,  
Maud Veet, Lela Stwart, E l s i e  Cofourek, Joseph i ne Co­
fourek ,  M iss W idman ,  Ma rga ret M u rphy, Mabe l  Hotson ,  
Pea r l  Ta n n er, Erma Schwieke rt ,  Mabe l  L ight ley, H e l e n  
Orcutt,  M rs .  F l oyd G ra m h o l m ,  M iss Ke l ly ,  E l s i e  Fr ieke, 
M rs .  Ha rry Ca l la h a n ,  Ade l i ne Last i ne ,  M rs.  Merle N e lson ,  
Mrs.  Wa l l ace C lough.  

The Red Sta r Schoo l  was conso l idated with  the Ly le 
schoo l in  1956-7 and the schoo l and grounds so ld  at  a u c­
t ion .  Located th ree  m i l es north  of Ly le ,  i t  has  been con­
ve rted i nto a dwe l l i n g  with an attached ga rage and is  
prese nt ly  the  prope rty of F loyd Matter. The home i s  s i t­
uated on a n  acre of grou nd a n d  a swi m m i ng poo l has been 
added. 

OTH E R  EARLY S ETTL E M E NTS 

The town of Mad ison ,  10 m i les  north on the west 
s ide  of the Cedar  R i ver ,  had a hote l ,  stores and  a saw­
m i l l . 

Two R ivers was a junct ion  of Turt l e  Creek and  the 
Cedar  R iver south of the Catho l ic cemetery_ A tavern was 
ke pt by Robert Aut is .  The locat ion  is st i l l  p latted property. 
Cedar  C i ty, s ix  m i les  south,  had a post off ice, a nd a f lou r 
and  feed m i l l  a n d  l u m ber sa les. 

Troy C i ty, e ight m i l es south,  had a saw m i l l  and Tiffts 
hote l .  

LYLE TALES & S KETC H ES 

Henry Dahl 

Henry G. Dah l ,  bus i n ess m a n  in Ly le more than 50 
yea rs ,  was born i n  1871 a t  Rock County, Wis. ,  and  d i ed 
i n  1956 at Ly le ,  M i n n .  H e  bega n h i s  bus i ness career as a 
pedd ler  trave l i ng wi th  a horse a n d  buggy. He so ld  no­
t ions ,  hand kerc h i eves and lace  from door to door to ra ise 
money to f i na nce h i s  bus i ness ed ucat ion  at  St. Ansgar 
Sem i na ry.  

H is f i rst job in  Ly le  was in  the  drug store for $12.50 
a month. After six and a h a l f  yea rs of work i ng in the 
ha rdware store w h i c h  h e  l ater purchased,  he was earn i ng 
$55 a month and  was "the h ighest pa id  m a n  i n  town."  

In  1898 he marr ied Emma Vo lstad .  They made the i r  
home in  Ly le ,  where they rea red a fam i ly of fou r boys 
a n d  two g i r ls .  He went i nto h i s  own ha rdwa re bus i ness 
in 1898. He i s  remem bered for g iv ing jack-k n i ves to h i s  
customers when they pa id  the i r  accounts. 



Da h l  had severa l pa rtn ers at va r ious t i mes i n  h i s  bus i ­
ness,  i n c l u d i ng: Schumacher,  C .  G .  C u l vertson ,  And rew 
N e lson a n d  Fedson .  I n  1943, h i s  son ,  L loyd pu rchased 
Fedson 's  i n te rest and the bus i n ess beca me known as 
Da h l 's H a rdwa re. Later when h is  gra ndson ,  G l en n ,  ca m e  
i nto the bus i ness,  there were th ree generat ions o f  t h e  

H ENRY DAH L  

Da h l  fa m i ly owners h i p. A n  ad Apr i l 20, 1952, i n  t h e  M in­
nea po l i s  S u nday pa per s u p p lement ,  there was a p i ctu re 
of the th ree-generat ion  May tag dea l ers i n  We l l s :  Gra nd­
father,  H.  G .  Da h l ,  h i s  son ,  L l oyd Da h l ,  and h i s gra n dson,  
G lenn  Da h l . 

One day i n  1925, tragedy struck the Da h l  home when 
two sons ,  G l en nand  Fred, were  d rowned i n  t h e  St. Cro ix  
R i ver, near  Osceo l a ,  Wis . ,  where the boys had been en­
gaged in  eva nge l i s t ic  services.  M r. Da h l  wa n ted to  take 
up  where the boys left off. Soon afte r the  funera l ,  the 
fam i ly l eft to p rov ide  mus ic  i n  the same serv i ces i n  
wh ich  the  two boys had been p lay i ng a n d  s i ng ing . .  From 
then on the fa m i ly orchestra a nd men's q u a rtet kept M r. 
Da h l  busy when not at the h a rdwa re. The orchestra was 
a lways ready to ass i st in s pec i a l  gos pe l services in the  
a rea and  the " Da h l  Qua rtet" sang fo r  many  com m u n i ty 
gather i ngs, both joyfu I a nd sad.  

O .  G .  B lakestad 

O.  G. B lakestad ,  a nat ive of Otra nto, operated an un ­
derta k i n g  bus i n ess a n d  fu rn i ture store i n  Ly le 40  yea rs 
before ret i r i ng i n  1944. . He came from Ada ms and pur­
chased the fu rn i tu re busi ness from Ometh ,  located on 
East  G rove Street. After  com p let ing h is stud i es in  em­
ba l m i ng a n d  underta k i ng in  St.  Pa u l ,  he  com b i ned the  
two bus i n esses. 

B l a kestad was an a rdent s portsm a n  a n d  enjoyed f i sh ­
i ng  and  h u n t i ng i n  a n d  a long the  Cedar  R i ver  near  Otra nto. 
He d ied in 1946 l eav i ng his w ife a n d  e ight c h i ld re n ,  who 
were then grown .  The B lakestad home two b locks east 
of the water tower i s  now occ u p ied by the Mather  fam i ly. 

DAH L'S STO R E  IN 1 922 
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Mr. a n d  M rs.  B l a kestad were charter members of 
Our  Savior 's Luthera n C h u rch ,  and  M rs .  B l a kestad was a 
charter mem ber and i nstrumenta l i n  he l p i ng to organ ize 
the Ly l e  Amer ican Legion Auxi l i a ry u n it .  

The 1956 f i re destroyed the fu rn i ture store bu i ld i ng 
wh ich  was located where the Amer ica n  Legion b u i l d i ng 
was later constructed . 

Joha nnes Bergeson 
Johan nes Bergeson ,  who came with  h is  pa rents to the 

Ly l e  v ic i n ity in 1855,  was a gra ndfather  of Arthur, Me lv in ,  
Herbert and  John Rohne of  Ly le  and  Hawk i n  Rohne,  
Osage. 

He was a vetera n and  known as a patr iotic c i t ize n  
of Freeborn Cou nty. He  was born October 1 4 ,  1846, i n  
Norway and  came with h is pa rents t o  t h e  U n ited States 
at the age of th ree . They f i rst sett led in Co l u m b i a  Cou nty, 
Wis . ,  then to M itche l l  Cou nty, I owa,  near Osage and f in ­
a l ly to  the S i x  M i le Grove area near  Lyle .  He  was  con-

f i rmed by the Rev. C lase n .  At the age of 19,  he  e n l i sted i n  
the F i rst Reg iment  Co. B .  H eavy Arti l l ery a n d  served to 
the end of the C iv i l War. He  marr ied Anne Swenson J u ly 
11 ,  1866. I n  1875 they moved to make the i r  home i n  Free­
born Cou nty near  North Deercreek church .  Th is  was open 
pra i r i e  w ith  "not a bush l a rge enough for a horse-wh i p ."  
Now there a re p l easant  homes and  l a rge groves of trees . 

Arthu r, Me lv i n ,  Herbert and  John Rohne are l i v i ng 
east of Ly l e  i n  the same a rea as the i r  gra ndfather's p lace. 
Arth u r  is  on  pa rt of the  Bergeson fa rm. M rs.  A l bert Le ida l l ,  
now 87,  the on ly l i v ing  da ughter of M r. a n d  M rs .  Johan nes 
Bergeson ,  l i ves west of Ly le .  She to ld  of the t i me Jess i e  
J a m es a n d  h i s  ga ng c a m e  t o  t h e  fa rm a nd shod the i r  
horses i n  the  o l d  ba rn .  They put the  horseshoes on 
backwa rds,  they lea rned l a ter.  Th is  was so that a nyone 
who t r ied to track  them wou ld  be m i s led i nto t h i n k i ng 
they were go ing south i nstead of north .  I t  was revea led 
l ater that  this occu rred just before the ba n k  robbery at 
Northf ie ld  by Jess ie James and  his ga ng. 

L E U TH O LD A N D  DAH L'S STO R E, 1929 - Ma nager Oscar D a h l ;  c l erks, Kath e r i n e  M ortensen ,  L l oyd and R u e b e n  Berg. 
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EARLY ENTERTAINM ENT 

I n  ea r ly  days, there were many ba nd concerts in the 
c i ty pa rk where, through the years, severa l ba nd she l ls 
were constructed. The last one was ded icated a bout 195 1 .  
There was a concert ba nd  i n  the ea r ly  1900's compr ised 
of Henry Da h l ,  Wa lter Rawn, Burton Hedemark,  Andrew 
Anderson, Wi l l iam N ord land ,  O le  Thom pson ,  C laude Gor­
don,  lou is  S herma n ,  O laf Sundre,  Roger G igson ,  Dr. A. 
Brunner  (dent ist from St. Ansga r) ,  Burton Robertson, Dan 
Rawn , S igu rd Da h l ,  M r. Pa nkhurst and  Alfred Anderson. 

There was a lso a n  o rchestra . M u s ic ians  were :  Dave 
Erickson, p ian ist ;  lou i s  larson,  c lar i net; Henry Dah l ,  
trombone;  Burton Robertson a n d  Thorman lu nd ,  v io l i n ists. 

There was baseba l l ,  c roquet and softba l l . Lyle had 
both men and  women p lay ing softba l l  and some of the 
young women p layed baseba l l .  Basketba l l  was a winter 
sport. Women and g i r l s  a lso p layed. They were commonly  
ca l led The B loomer G i r l s ,  because of the i r  s u its. They 
wore box-p leated b loomers with ru bber at the knees,  and 
m iddie b louses . . . ly le  had three tea ms at one t ime .  The 
ma rried women were The Hens ;  young women were The 
Pu l lets, and  the younger gi r l s  were The Ch icks.  

A l l  s ports ga mes were we l l  attended. 
Then came the summer  Cha utauq uas,  provid i ng stage 

p lays, dog and pony shows and va r ious feats. They p layed 
a week or so and then moved on .  The i r  performances 
were in l a rge tents. 

RAWN O R C H ESTRA 

J OY TH EATRE WAS LO CATE D ON G R OVE STREET 

Joy Theatre 

I n  1915 Henry Gordon opened the Joy Theatre on 
Grove Street. Those were the days when a l l  movies were 
s i lent ,  a l l  l i nes were pr i nted on th screen and the ent i re 
f i l m  had l ive p iano accompa n i ment. Ida Anderson ,  a 
loca l mus ic  teacher, was the f i rst p ia n i st at the theatre 
a nd Anna Gordon ,  s i ster of Henry,  was the t icket lady. 
later Gordon so ld  out to Ted Joh nson, who operated it 
for a t ime before c los i ng it. 

Fra n k  Pave l i c  a lso had a theatre in Ly le .  

EARLY FOOD PROBLEMS 

Ea r ly Norwegi a n  sett lers i n  the S ix M i le Grove Forest 
a long the Red Cedar R i ver had a l a rge gro u p  of I n d i a n  
ne igh bors across the creek from t h e m .  It  i s  to ld  that they 
v is ited the O le  K leppo R ichardson p lace,  now occup ied 
by laVerne Aust i nson.  The K leppo c h i l d ren p layed w ith 
the I n d i a n  c h i ldren.  The I nd ian  women had no leave n i ng 
for the i r  ba k i ng. As a resu lt the food they ba ked was 
hard .  M rs. K l eppo i nvited them in for some cornmea l  
Johnny Cake wh ich she had baked with soda for leaven­
i ng. She taught them to use soda a nd gave them some. 
They were de l ighted with the resu lts. They were so thank­
fu l they made q u i lts for her, embro idered shoes for the 
c h i ld ren  and gave her ca l ' ico for a dress. 

As more sett lers came, the I nd ians  moved farther 
west. Severa l years later a n  I nd ian  Ch ief v is ited the 
K leppo home br ing ing gifts such as a powder horn,  go ld 
headed canes and bead work,  i n  a ppreciat ion for the 
k i ndnesses they had bee n  shown. 

In those days, the women ground corn and wheat in 
the i r  coffee m i l l s as there was no m i l l  in the a rea.  M rs. 
Hans Swenson kept count one wi nter and ground six 
bushe l s  of corn and fou r  of wheat for Johnny Cake and 
bread.  O l e  Sam pson ho l lowed out a la rge tree stu mp and 
made a morta r to  f i l l  the bottom ,  wh ich was  two feet i n  
d iameter. Then  he made a stomper w i th  a ho ist and put 
the corn and wheat in to be crushed. Although the resu lt­
i ng  mea l  was coa rse enough to rasp the throat somet i mes, 
women thought this a good labor-savi ng i nvent ion and  
f locked over w i th  sacks and sacks of  corn a nd wheat to 
process. 

The re was a p lent ifu l s u pp ly  of deer, e l k, ra bb its, 
fowl and fish for the tak ing, but many other prov is ions 
were needed. The nea rest market p lace was McGregor, 
Iowa . Th is  was a ha rdsh i p. It meant a tri p of 120 m i l es 
with no roads. It took 10 to 12 days if weather was favor­
ab le ,  trave l i ng with a n  ox-cart. Once G u nder Stabestad 
a nd H a l vor  Vo lstad took a la rge load of wheat to Mc­
G regor, but the price was so low that a l l  they got was 
enough to pay for a barrel of sa lt ,  wh ich they d i vided. On 
these t r ips the men s l e pt under  the wagon a nd prepa red 
food over cam p  f i res. If bad weather necess itated lodgi ng, 
it  was so h i gh they had noth i ng left for the i r  tr ip. When 
ra i n  came, the  carts or  wagons  wou ld bog down and had 
to be u n loaded before they cou l d  be pul led out. Some­
t i mes repa i rs had to be made and there was fu rther 
de lay_ 
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The Vance H otsons 

Mr.  and  M rs .  Va nce B .  Hotson ,  now res idents i n  Ly le ,  
a re both a n cestors of  ear ly  Ly le  a rea sett l ers. 

M r. Hotson i s  a gra ndson of ' M r. a nd M rs.  Jacob S. 
Bowers, who came to Ly l e  Towns h i p  a bout 1874 a nd of 
M r. a n d  M rs .  Thomas A. Hotson ,  both nat ives of Norfo lk ,  
Eng l and .  M r. Bowers was  a nat ive of  Canada  and  h is  w i fe 
was  from Eng land .  

The Thomas Hotsons  sa i led from Liverpoo l i n  1854 to  
New Orlea ns ,  a t r ip  of  s i x  weeks and  fou r  days. They l i ved 
in N ew Or lea ns  a short t i m e  before go i ng to C l a i r  Cou nty, 
1 1 1 . ,  where he  had a br ickya rd for a season before farm­
i ng unt i l 1862 when they came to Mower Cou nty a nd pu r­
chased 160 acres i n  sect ion  10,  Ly l e  Townsh i p. On ly four  
acres of  the  l a n d  was  broken at  that  t i me.  He broke and  
deve loped the rest of  th i s  l and ,  br ing ing i t  to a h igh de­
gree of cu l t ivat ion ,  erect i ng a f i n e  house and other bu i ld­
i ngs . 

Fred Hotson ,  one  of s ix  c h i ldren of M r. and  M rs.  
Thomas Hotson ,  marr ied W i l h e l m i n a  H .  Bowers, da ughter 
of M r. and M rs .  Jacob Bowe rs .  They were the parents of 
Vance B .  Hotson ,  born September 23, 1890, and Mae born 
December  11, 1889. Mae d ied in 1943. 

Mrs .  De l l a  (Va nce)  Hotson was a gra ndda ughter of 
M r. and M rs .  Thrond R icha rdson,  who came to the Un ited 
States from Norway in 1850 and l ived in Wisco n s i n  u n t i l  
1854 w h e n  they came t o  Mowe r Cou nty, trave l i ng w i t h  two 
pa i r  of oxen and  two wagons .  One  of the  wagons,  Thrond 
had made h i mse lf .  The whee ls  were sawed from an oa k 
log. He made a c l a i m  of t i m ber land  i n  sect ion 29 of Ly l e  
Townsh i p, later trad i ng 80  acres fo r  pra i r ie land i n  sect ion 
32 .  He erected a log house in  sect ion 29 where peop le  
he ld  re l ig ious gather i ngs and schoo l was  ta ught before 
c h u rches a n d  sc hoo ls were constructed in the a rea.  He 
ra i sed a few potatoes the f i rst year,  the second year he 
had a cro p  of corn a nd wheat,  work i ng the l and  w i th  oxe n 
unt i l 1865 when he bought a pa i r  of horses. H e  d ied i n  
1882 and  h i s  w ife i n  1883. They h a d  1 2  c h i ld ren .  The i r  
on ly s o n ,  O le ,  w a s  born i n  Norway November 1 5 ,  1846. He 
ma rr ied Petr i n a  Ha nson i n  1866 a nd they had ten c h i ldren .  
They l ived on the homestead after  h is parents d ied .  The i r  
you ngest da ughter, D e l l a ,  born M a rch  7 ,  1894, marr ied 
Va nce Hotson .  

M r. a n d  M rs .  Hotson l ived on the  Hotson fa rm unt i l 
1949 when they moved to Ly le .  They a re the  pa rents of 
th ree sons a n d  a daughter.  The i r  o ldest son ,  Da le ,  l ives i n  
M i lwau kee, Wis . ;  t h e  other two, Wayne a n d  Dea n ,  a re 
fa rm ing northwest of Ly le ,  a nd the i r  da ughter, M rs.  Verner 
(W i l ma)  S h i l l i ng, l i ves at Myrt le .  There a re 14  gra nd­
c h i ld re n .  

M e l v i n  Peterson 

Me lv i n  Peterson ,  Aust i n ,  former Ly le ba rber, was born 
and rea red a m i l e east of Ly le .  He  i s  a gra ndson of Sve n 
Jorgenson and  h is w ife, M a rget, who came to the U n i ted 
States in  1853 ,  and  of O l e  and Gu nda Peterson ,  who ca me 
from Norway i n  the la te 1860's .  The Jorgensons spent  pa rt 
of the i r  f i rst yea r  in the States at Long Pra i r ie ,  1 1 1 . ,  when 
word came of a Norweg ian  sett l ement i n  the  St. Ansga r 
a rea.  They l ea rned that  Rev. C la usen knew of l a nd for 
the ear ly  p ioneers.  

The fa m i ly left I l l i no i s w i th  an ox tea m and  a covered 
wagon conta i n i ng a l l  the i r  su pp l ies a nd be longi ngs. The 
o lder  c h i ld ren  wa l ked most of the way to l i ghten the load.  
N ights were spent  s l ee p i ng under the covered wagon .  
They reached St.  Ansgar a n d  sett l ed i n  the S ix M i l e Grove 
where they purchased l and  from the  ra i l road company i n  
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the locat ion a m i l e  east of Ly le on Otter Creek. 

Sven Jorgenson wa l ked the 120 m i l es to McGregor, 
I owa , for supp l i es .  He a l so took gra i n  there to be so ld .  

There  were seve n Jorgenson ch i ldre n .  Two d ied at 
ear ly  age. G row ing  to adu l thood were Anna, M rs.  John  
Bergeso n ;  L i v ,  M rs .  Knut  Am u ndso n ;  G u n h i ld ,  M rs .  G .  K .  
Vo lstad ;  George Jorgenson,  who cha nged h is  name to 
Svenson because h is  father's name was Sven ; and  Ma lena ,  
Mrs .  O l e  Peterson ,  mother of M e l v i n  Peterson.  

Both of Me lv i n 's pa rents were born in  Grus ,  Norway, 
in the So la r  Hedemark a rea .  Afte r com i n g  to the U n i ted 
States, they l i ved south of Mona ,  I owa, for a t ime ,  then  
later homesteaded i n  Butzv i l le ,  N .  Da k. ,  where land was 
ava i l a b l e  for homestea d i ng. O l e  and G u nda's  son ,  O le ,  
ma rried Ma lena Jorgenson, da ughter of  Sven  and Ma rget 
Jorgenson .  To t h i s  marriage were born 11 c h i l d ren ,  a l l  on 
the fa rm a m i l e  from Ly le .  Fou r of them d ied i n  i nfa ncy. 
The others were Av i lda ,  Sam, George , Mabe l ,  W i l l i e ,  C l a ra 
2nd  M e l v i n  Peterson.  

Their  father  was a devout man and  i nterested in  
chu rch  work .  He  was a Su nday schoo l teacher ,  cho i r d i rec­
tor at  S i x  M i le G rove church  and at the Luthera n c h u rc h  
at M o n a  and  served as " K l okaa r" for t h e  c h u rch  serv ice. 
O l e  Peterson d i ed when M e l v i n  was a yea r o ld .  H i s mother 
rented out the farm and they went to prove a homestead 
west of Buffa lo ,  S .  D .  Me lv i n left to serve in WW I and  
returned i n  August, 1919 .  The homestead was  so ld  to sheep 
ra nch ers. They a l l  got 160  acres .  To prove the  homesteads 
p20p le  had to stay 14 months, then they cou ld  purchase 
the land at $1 .25, but if  they stayed f ive years ,  i t  was 
the i r's without charge. 

M e l v i n  we nt  to barber schoo l in M i nn ea po l i s  after 
war serv ice .  He marr ied at P i pestone in 1926 where he 
met h i s wife, the  former Iva M i l le r, of F l audreau ,  S. D. 
She  taught school  f ive years before they were marr ied and  
at Aust i n  as  a sU bst itute 12 to  15  years . .  

Me lv in  Peterson reti red from barber ing  10  years ago. 
He was a barber 40 yea rs in a l l , work i ng some for others 
a n d  had  h i s  own shop for a t ime .  He has trave led a l l over 
the U n i ted States, and ba rberi ng in f ive d i fferent states. 
He  came from Montana in the spr ing of 1931 after fou r  
years a t  Wi nona and  2 0  yea rs i n  t h e  Da kotas. H i s  s i ster,  
Mrs.  Jon (Av i lda)  Ne lson ,  in the  90's, i s  at Downey, Ca l if .  

Lyle Mechanic  

Car l  O lson,  who fa rmed in  N evada Towns h i p  but  a lso 
l i ked work ing  a rou nd mach i n es,  decided at the age of 45 
in 1921 ,  that  farm i ng was not good for a bachelor. After 
doing some repa i rs on  his Model T Ford , he  dec ided to 
leave the fa rm and go i nto the  ga rage bus i ness. He knew 
there were a few cars i n  town and h e  cou ld  proba b ly  
make a l iv i ng f i x ing  them.  Mode l T and Mode l  A Fords 
were the most popu la r  cars in Lyle and they were easy 
for h i m  to f ix ,  h e  c l a i med. 

He came to Ly l e  a nd opened a repa i r  shop,  f i rst work­
ing on  cars and later a l so repa i r i ng  lawn mowers. He  
sa id  he  "got too  st iff to  crawl under  the cars." When l ater 
mode ls  came, he  refused to work on them because,  "you 
have to sta nd on you r  head ·to get at the motor," he  once 
sa id .  He even refused to own one and cont i n ued to keep 
h i s  Mode l  A i n  top cond i t ion .  

I n  1942, he  d i scont i n u ed car repa i r i ng e nt i rely.  He  
cont i nued repa i r i n g  l awn mowers and i nvented ways of 
hand l i ng the later power-rota ry lawn mowers, wh ich  h e  
sa id ,  "cou ld  sure be ornery." 



J u stice of the Peace 
When N e l s  Robertson moved i nto Lyle from the fa rm 

in 1945, he  was soon na med Just i ce of the Peace and  
served many yea rs. By 1956, he  had marr ied 20 cou p l es ,  
a task  he had not  thought of unt i l a bout a month after 
he  took off ice when a cou p l e  came to the door to be mar­
r ied ,  but he "got out of it that t i m e  beca use they d id n 't 
have a l i cense," he once to ld .  He sa i d  he  had not thought 
of "the m a rry i n g  bus i n ess," but he soon become i nvo lved . 

Two of Robertson 's  brothers and  a s i ste r ca me to the 
U n ited States with Ne ls  when he was 14,  a bout 1887, 
sett l i ng nea r  Mona where seven other  mem bers of the  
fa m i ly jo i ned them later.  He worked on fa rms i n  the  
summer  and  went to  schoo l  i n  wi nter. He fa rmed a t i m e  
nea r Ca rpenter,  where he m e t  h i s  w ife .  They were mar­
r id  54 years when she  d ied i n  1955. He so ld  h is fa rm 
f ive m i les southeast of Ly le  to h i s  son ,  M a rt i n ,  when he 
moved to town .  N e l s  and a son- i n - law, Em i l  Johnson ,  
often went  f i sh i ng north  of Bra i nerd on  Rou nd and  Long 
La kes and somet i mes on Lake S u pe r ior. 

F i rst Harness M a ker 
Amando  and  Jay Mortense n ,  of Ly le  i n  1970 ,  were 

c h i l d ren of James (Jas. )  Mortensen ,  born in Denmark,  
and h is wife, Anna (Ha nsen ) ,  born at Ceda r Fa l l s ,  I owa , 
to Peter and  Mary Ha nsen.  

Peter  Ha nsen was born i n  We lch ,  Denma rk, J u ne ,  1840. 
He learned the ha rness m a k i ng trade when a boy and 
fo l lowed the trade i n  the o l d  cou ntry. A yea r after h i s  
marr i age t o  Mary Sorenson ,  i n  1868 i n  Denmark,  they 
came to the  U n ited States and  sett led i n  Freeborn Cou nty 
for a short t i m e  with the Pete r Kn utson fa m i l y. Later they 
moved to Cedar  Fa l ls ,  I owa, where he  was f i rst e m p l oyed 
in a ha rness shop and  later became a partner  in the  
bus i n ess. I n  1874, he so ld  out and  came to  Ly le w i th  h i s  
w i fe and  fa m i ly,  i n c l u d i ng t h e i r  da ughter,  Anna ,  w h o  was 
then o n l y  six months o ld .  

I n  Ly le ,  he  opened the  f i rst ha rness bus i ness i n  the  
town and cont i n ued i n  the trade 38  yea rs. H i s w i fe,  Mary, 
d ied in 1878. They had fou r  ch i l d ren .  Two surv ived,  Mrs .  
G.  H ackett of Water loo and  An na ,  who had marr ied Ja mes 
Morte nson of Ly le .  

Peter Ha nsen rema rr ied i n  1880 to Anna Rasm usson 
and they had fou r  ch i l d ren .  When Ha nson d ied in Septem­
ber, 1912, he  was su rv ived by the two da ughters from h i s  
f i rst marr iage and  a l l  fou r  o f  t h e  last, i n c l u d i ng Wi l l  of 
Mason C ity ; M rs .  F lorence Snyder, Omaha ; Robert and 
M a ry at home,  a nd h is  w idow. 

Jas .  Mortensen and  wife ,  Anna (Hansen )  l ived i n  
Ly le  where h e  worked i n  the l u m ber  yard, sta rt i ng with  
L .  W. Sherman .  They so ld  to Norr is  and  Chr ist ia nson,  who 
l ater sold to Cra n e  L u m ber  Com pa ny  of Aust i n .  Mortensen 
cont i n ued to work for the company t h rough its many 
cha nges. They have many a ncestors. 

B utcher S h o p  
On Apr i l  1 ,  1940, L. G .  Howa rd and  h is w ife, the  for­

mer Kather i ne  Mortensen ,  bought out the butcher shop 
from John  La rson .  Februa ry,  1945, they so ld  to M r. a nd 
M rs.  Theo. B isse l of Water loo. S uccess ive owners were 
B radford of Aust i n ;  Fern i e  Neus ,  and  Remke who con­
verted i t  i nto a coffee shop.  Now it i s  a beauty sa lon  
owned by Peggy Tuftee.  

Patrick M urphy 
Patr ick  M u rphy a n d  h is w ife ,  the former Ma rga ret 

Wh i te ,  l iv i n g  in the Ly l e  a rea in 1854, were gra nd pa rents 
of Wi l fred and Leonard M u rphy l iv i n g  in Ly le  Towns h i p  i n  
1970 a n d  Bernard C .  M u rphy o f  Aust i n  a n d  the late M rs.  

C la rence Wa lsh ,  John P .  M u rphy and the i r  s i ster, who 
d i ed i n  i nfa ncy. 

W i l fred M u rphy c la i ms h i s  gra ndso n ,  Thomas John ,  
son  of  M r. and M rs.  Loren M u rphy,  was  the  f i rst ch i ld to  
be baptized i n  the new Queen of  Peace Catho l i c C h u rc h  
pa r ish  i n  Ly le  and  h i s  n iece, Patr ic ia  Joa n ,  i nfa nt  daugh­
ter of M r. and M rs. John  Wa lsh ,  was the  f i rst to be bap­
t ized in  the Queen of Peace C h u rch .  

Tho mas M u rphy 
A record for cont i n uous serv i ce not equa led by a ny 

townsh i p  off icer i n  M i n nesota, i n  1937, was ended when 
Tom M u rphy, cha i rman  of the Ly le  Towns h i p  boa rd, de­
c ided not to be a cand idate for re-e lect ion as board 
member.  

For 44 cont i n uous years ,  M u rphy had fa ithfu l ly and 
consc ient ious ly  served on the Ly le town boa rd. H e  was 
77 years o ld  i n  Apr i l  that  yea r and  had been born and 
rea red i n  the Lyle com m u n i ty. 

Dur i ng  36 of the 44 yea rs, he  was c h a i rman  of the 
boa rd and  ga i ned widespread re putat ion for the  m a n ner  
i n  wh ich  he cond ucted townsh i p  affa i rs .  

Banker  
Herman Lerud ,  who started i n  the Fa rmers State Ba n k  

January I ,  1922, was o n e  o f  the i ncorporators i n  1914 or  
1915  and  rema i ned with  the ba n k  unt i l i t  so ld  i n  1939. 

He was born fou r  and a h a l f  m i l es northeast of Ly le ,  
a son of O. H .  Lerud,  who bought a farm from Peter 
Mart i n  in 1887. H i s mother d ied at the age of 72 at Aus­
t in where they were l iv i ng. H is father l ived with the i r  
c h i ldren after her  death .  

M r. and  Mrs.  Herman  Lerud  and  fou r c h i ldren a re 
present ly  l iv i ng i n  Ly le .  Herman 's mother,  M rs .  Cora Foss ,  
i s  l iv i n g  i n  Vancouver, Wash .  H i s mother  had fou r  ch i l d ren 
by her  f i rst h usba n d .  Th ree d ied with  tubercu los i s. C l a ra ,  
w h o  marr ied Barn i ngha m ,  now 83, i s  l iv i ng  i n  I l l i no i s .  

A proud possess ion  of Herman Lerud  i s  a copy of  the  
Ly le  Tr ibune  te l l i ng of the 1897 cyc lone here .  

Long Ti me Barber 
Roy Hodk i rk ca me from a Lyle fa rm at  the  age of 17 

to the R .  P .  G i bson Ba rber Shop i n  Ly le  to learn the trade.  
After master ing  the ba rber ing  sk i l l , h e  d r i fted from shop 
to shop ,  retu rn ing  to Lyle whenever he n eeded work.  He 
sa id  he  l i ked the  peop le  i n  Ly le .  After a bout 10 yea rs of 
h is  trave ls  and  h is marr i age in 1908 i n  Was h i ngton State 
to a former Lyle  g i r l ,  he  cam e  back to Lyle to cont i n ue 
barber ing, rou nd i ng out more than  58 years i n  the trade 
from the day he  f i rst bega n in the bus i ness. 

He sa id  he had h i s f i l l  of the barber ing  bus iness the 
f i rst day he started ,  but decided to st ick  i t  out for a 
month so that no one cou ld  ca l l  h i m  a q u itter. He had 
been to ld  i t  was a n  easy trade to get i nto and  d idn ' t  ta ke 
m uch cash and he f i na l ly learned to l i ke it. 

Hod k i rk moved from shop to shop in Lyle and a lso 
opened the  town's f i rst bea uty shop. He used to cha rge 
10 cents for a shave, or give a 12-shave card for $1 .  

One of h is  s i de l i nes was repa i r i ng c locks as a hobby. 
He later lost am b i t ion  when i t  ca me to f i x i ng  one that  
wou ld  on ly run  when la id  on its back .  

For  h is  ma i n  s i de l i n e  he honed razors when stra ight­
edged razors were used.  He was one of the  best razor 
sha rpeners i n  the  a rea , peop le  sa id .  He often sa id  he  
wou ldn ' t  have a safety razor because they were "noth i ng 
but a hoe." He rem a i ned loya l to the stra ight edge, he  
sa id ,  a lthough he  adm itted to  own i n g  and  u s i ng an  e l ec­
tr ic razor h i mse l f. In later years he  reca l led how one wa l l  
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of h is shop had been fi l led with racks of m ustache cu ps 
� nd how he sti l l  l iked to shave a customer, even though 
I t  took as long as g iv ing a ha i rcut.  

For severa l years ,  he  and M rs .  Hod k i rk left i n  the 
fa l l  to spend the w i nter i n  Texas, retu rn ing  i n  the spr ing 
to open h is  shop where customers were wa i t ing for h i s  
retu rn.  

Ea rly J ustice 
A Lyle teacher, M rs .  Den n is K l i nep ier, who did re­

sea rch for the Mower Cou nty Centen n i a l ,  lea rned of a 
pr�ctica l n u rse named Fredr ika ,  who had brought many 
M l n nesot::l ns i nto the wor ld .  She  l i ved i n  the a rea west of 
Ly le ,  later named M i ner ika ,  com posed of letters from the 
names of both M i n nesota and Fredr i ka .  

O n e  t ime  Fredr i ka left h e r  h o m e  t o  he l p  a fam i ly 
nea r Otra nto with a b i rth .  Wh i le she was gone her son 
and wife, who were l iv i ng  with her  at the t i me,  went to 
Otra nto to v is i t  her .  The deed to the  fa rm (wh ich  had 
been s igned by a n  ear ly  pres ident before L i nco l n )  and 
a bout $40 i n  cash to f in ish  pay i ng of fthe fa rm, was l eft 
i n  a sma l l  box i n  the house. It had ta ken months of 
p i n c h i n g  and  sav ing to save th i s  a mount  of money for 
the payment.  

Wh i le the fam i ly was gone, someone ga i ned entra nce 
to the house and the box and its contents were take n .  

W h e n  the  fa m i ly retu rned and  d i scovered what had 
ha ppened,  they a l erted the ne igh borhood . A posse was 
formed and bega n searc h i ng. They stopped at a p lace 
v.:h� r� there was a person who had not been l iv i ng i n  the 
V I C i n i ty very long. When h e  was q uest ioned,  he produced 
the box and adm itted the theft. The posse h u n g  h i m  there 
at the s i te. 

Peter H .  Denisen 
Wa lter C .  De nn isen is  rent i n g  the fa rm where he was 

born, a son of Mr .  and M rs .  Peter H. Denn isen ,  who ca me 
i n  1 8 8 1  o r  ' � 2  from Den m a rk. They s pent some t ime i n  
M ich iga n i n  a logg ing  a n d  l u m ber ca m p  before com i ng to 
Ly le  in 1887 or '88, he says. 

Wa lter had fo ur  brothers and two s isters. He and h i s  
s i ste r, Edna ,  M rs .  C a r l  T .  Hanson o f  Ty le r, M i n n . ,  a re a l l  
that  rem a i n .  H i s  brothe rs, Axe l ,  George, A lfred and  H er­
m a n ,  a l l  fa rmed a round Ly le  unt i l they ret i red.  

Wa lter served as c lerk of Ly l e  Center School  D istr ict 
57  for n i ne years. He  has served as  c le rk of Ly le  Town­
s h i p  26 years, a pos i t ion he st i l l  ho lds .  

Came From Norway 
Three s i sters, p resent ly  l iv i ng in the Ly l e  area,  M i ss 

Ade l i ne Last i ne,  M rs .  Jay (Se lma )  Mortenson and M rs.  
�. J .  (A l m a )  Anderson and  the i r  late brother, Henry Las­
t i ne ,  were c h i l d ren of the late Knut  Last i ne ,  who came 
from Norway in the ear ly  850's with "gra ndma Aasne" 
a n d  h i s fou r  brothers,  a l l  of whom had taken other names 
from the i r  locat ions  i n  Norway or  a ncestors, a we l l  known 
Norweg ian  custom .  They were : O le Li l l igaard ,  As l a k  
F l aten,  Torj us O l son and  Asmund  Asm u ndson.  

"Gra ndma Aasne"  and the f ive brothers came over i n  
a s loop, a sa i l boat hav ing a mast,  a ma insa i l , a j i b  and  
somet i mes othe r  sa i l s .  

H e n ry Last i n e  d ied at  the age of 36.  He l ived on the 
fa rm sett led by h is  great-gra ndfather .  The fa rm is  st i l l  
i n  the fa m i ly ,  be long ing to the fou rth generat ion .  I t  i s  
present ly  be i n g  re nted. 

As l a k  F laten and  his wife were pa rents of the f i rst 
wh i te  c h i ld  born in Nevada Townsh i p. She was born in a 
covered wagon under  the B i g  E l m  Tree on the o l d  R ich­
a rdson farm across the creek from where they sett led.  
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Grandma Aasne  made Norwegia n  F lad Brod . When  an 
I nd i a n  came, she  gave h im a lot beca use she  wanted h i m  
to b e  fr iend ly. He  came back with f ish ,  a n d  ven ison for 
them. She watched h i m  wa l k  a long the creek every day. 

The D a h l  Store 
John  Leutho ld ,  St. Pau l ,  i n  a bout 1929, bought out the 

Da h l  B rothers ( I ngva ld  and O laf) Genera l Merchand ise 
Store.  Osca r Da h l  was manager. He  came from Wa l tham.  

L loyd and Reu ben Berg and  Kather ine Mortensen 
ware emp loyed by Leutho l d .  About 193 1 ,  Leuthold so ld  to 
R .  J .  Rauwolf ,  who came from Red Wi ng. H e  later so ld to 
C. E .  Ot is and son from Ea u C l a i re, Wis . ,  and  they held 
a sa le  and  moved the rest of the stock to Eau C l a i re ,  
i m m ed iate ly. 

George Gaarder of A l bert Lea bought the grocer ies 
that were left and -operated a grocery unt i l about 1942 
when he c losed it out and the Gamb le  Store sta rted i n  
t h e  bu i ld i ng later operated b y  Haro l d  Smeby, Witt l ief, etc. 

Lyle Watch m a ker  
Ole  A. Anderson was h igh ly respected as the best 

watchma ker and repa i rman in a wide a rea .  He purchased 
the bus i n ess in Ly l e  from Andrew Joh nson,  Septem ber 15,  
189 1 ,  and at the age of 85 was st i l l  busy in h is trade after 
58 yea rs. He was descri bed as "a d ign i f ied o ld  gent leman 
w i th  a pronounced resemb l a nce to  George Bernard S haw. 
And even at 85 he had a good eye a nd a steady hand .  

H is  store had many ant iques i nc l u d i ng c h i n aware, o ld  
watches, m us ica l i nstruments ,  guns  and many items 
sought by co l l ectors. He once so ld  1 ,500 watches in one 
lot .  He had repa i red them a l l  and  they were in  perfect 
ru n n i ng cond i t ion  when so ld .  

H e  cou ld  re pa i r  a ny watch ,  new or o l d  and  was qu ick  
to  recogn ize the i r  ma kes and craftsmansh i p  and s poke 
learned ly  of Verge esca pements a nd Engl i sh  levers op­
erat ing  the esca pements with c h a i ns .  

H is co l l ect ion of ant ique mus ica l  i nstruments were 
kept as  s h i n i ng as new. H e  had two Anton Strad ivar ious  
v io l i ns and  another  he  c l a i med was a gen u i ne Maggi n i .  
H e  had addit iona l v i o l i n s  a n d  o l d  concert inas  and  
c l a r i nets. 

O l e  c l a imed that he came from a ha rdy stock of an­
cestors and  an  unc le  Peter A. Bagstad of  M c i ntosh ,  l ived 
to be a lmost 101. 

Eddie Fossey 
Edd ie Fossey, who l ives s ix  m i les northeast of Ly le  

on a fa rm, operated the feed m i l l  i n  Ly l e  fou r  yea rs, from 
1926 to 1930. He so ld the m i l l  to Genera l M i l l s when the 
depress ion came.  

Fossey is  a d i rector on the Freeborn Mower Co­
operat ive E lectri c Company board and a lso is on the 
boa rd of Freeborn Farmer's M utua l I nsura nce Com pa ny. 
H e  says he sta rted about 35 yea rs ago with the com pa ny 
in Freeborn Cou nty, then moved i nto Mower County.  

Four Generations 
M rs. H. O. ( Eff ie  N e lson) Aust i nson,  l iv i ng  i n  Ly le  i n 

1970, has made many woven rugs on a loom now over 130 
years o ld ,  wh ich  was hand made by her great-gra ndfather, 
And rew Anderson ,  1804-1877.  There a re no na i l s or screws 
in the loom. It i s  put together  with hand  made wooden 
pegs. 

Hans  C. Anderson,  son of And res Anderson,  born i n  
Estre Toten,  Norway, came with h i s parents i n  1853 to 
Amer ica .  They sett led in Da ne Cou nty, Wis .  In 1854, they 
moved to N evada Townsh i p  where they were among the 
f i rst sett l ers. 



Hans  Ande rson was gra ndfather  of M rs .  H .  O. (Effie 
N e lson)  Aust i nson in Ly l e  and her s i ster, M rs.  Osca r 
(Rena )  Sam pson l i v i ng on the fa rm near the S ix  M i le 
G rove c h u rch .  

The i r  other gra ndfather,  Dav i d  N e lson ,  was born Apri l 
30, 1830, i n  Toten ,  Norway, where he a n d  Sever ina  Eve n­
son were ma rr ied .  In  1861 they came to the U n ited States 
in a sa i l i ng vesse l .  I t  took 13 weeks. They had th ree sma l l  
sons at the  t i me.  They came to Rock Creek i n  M itche l l  
County, I owa, where they l ived two yea rs before com ing 
to  Nevada Townsh i p. Th ree more sons  and  a daughter 
were born after they ca me to Amer ica . M rs .  Ne lson d ied 
in 1891 and David N e lson d ied in August, 1924, at  the 
age of 94 years. Th e i r  son ,  Ed,  was the father of 13 
c h i l d ren .  

Chester d i ed at the age  of  two. Soph ie, M rs.  Lawrence 
Meyer ,  a l so passed away.  Others i n c l ude M rs.  H .  O. ( Eff ie )  
Aust i nson,  M rs .  Osca r (Rena)  Sampson,  M rs .  Jeanette 
Reuter, M rs .  Dora Jorgenson,  Henry N e l son a n d  A lv in  Ne l ­
son ,  a l l  o f  Ly l e ;  M rs.  Ha rvey (Haze l )  Go ld be rg, Mona ; 
M rs.  L i l l i a n  Anderson,  Rochester ;  M rs .  Cora Myh re, Ro­
ho l t, S .  D.; M rs.  Everett (Harr iet)  M i l l er, North M i n ne­
a po l is ,  and  two others ,  whose names were not ava i l ab l e  
at  t h i s  wr i t i ng. 

The N ewe l l  Nelsons 
M r. and M rs.  Newe l l  N e lson of the Ly l e  v ic i n i ty, both 

had ancestors who sett led in th i s  a rea .  Mrs .  N e lson is a 
gra ndda ughter of O le  a n d  M a ry S a m pson ,  who came from 
Norway. They were marr i ed in C h i cago in 1853. The i r  
f i rst da ughter, A n n a ,  w h o  became M rs .  E. K. Everson ,  was 
born in a ho le  made in the ground u nder the cover from 
a wagon before they bu i l t a home in the S ix M i le Grove 
a rea .  She has many gra ndch i ldren l iv i ng  in the a rea .  

M rs .  Newe l l  N e lson ,  the former Be l l ena  S a m pson,  
was a da ughter of M r. and  M rs. Chr is  Sam pson a nd the i r  
home was  not  fa r from the O l e  Sampson fa rm . Her  
brother, Osca r Sampson,  l ives on that  farm now. 

M r. a n d  M rs .  N e lson a re l iv i ng  on the fa rm of h i s  
gra n d pare nts w h o  c a m e  d i rect ly  from Norway i n  1855. 
They were N e l s  and Anna  (O lson)  N e lson .  They b u i lt the i r  
home i n  1868, wh ich  i s  where t h e  N ewe l l  Ne lsons l i ve 
today. They remod e l ed a n d  modern ized the home.  Mr. 
Ne lson is  a son of M a rt i n  Ne lson ,  born on the same fa rm. 
One  of Newe l l ' s  brothers d ied.  There a re two others ,  one 
l iv ing  at  Mora and a nother at  Water loo. 

Loromer, a son of M r. and M rs .  Newe l l  Ne lson ,  l ives 
at  home with them a n d  is  ra i s i ng  registered Angus catt l e. 

Enterta i n e d  J esse James 
G u nder Ha lvorson te l l s that J esse James and  a com­

pa n ion ,  one of the Co le  brothers, stopped at  the i r  p lace 
when he was you ng and wa nted to stay overn ight.  They 
were g iven  perm iss ion to stay in the barn .  They d id ,  and  
rema i n ed to  eat  brea kfast w i th  the fa m i ly. H e  sa id  they 
were po l ite d u r i ng the i r  stay and  pa id  for the i r  brea kfast 
when they l eft, go i ng  south .  Ha lvorson said severa l days 
later t hey fou n d  a p l ace where they had t i ed the i r  ho rses 
in the woods .  They had no horses when they came to 
the i r  home.  

Ha lvorson says he  t h i n ks he  k i l l ed the last  ratt l e  
s n a ke i n  N evada Cou nty back  i n  19 17 .  H e  to ld  that  when 
they were c h i l d re n  with t h e i r  pare nts,  h is  gra ndfather 's 
s i ster, He l en M a rt i n  was b i tten by a ratt le  s n a ke on the i r  
way t o  t h i s  a rea from McG regor .  They s l ashed t h e  wound 
a n d  sucked out  the  b l ood ,  sav i ng her  l i fe. She  l i ved to 
be 90. M rs .  H a l vorson ' s  parents,  Anton a n d  L l iv ia  Fossey, 
came ea r l y  to M itche l l  Cou nty, I owa. 

Pioneer Customs 

I t  took strong hea rted men and women to come 
i nto a v i rg in  cou ntry where no l a n d  had been t i l led ,  no  
roads constructed or homes b u i l t .  But  they came,  ready 
to bout with the d iff icu l t ies and sett l e  in a new wor ld .  
Most of them were adventu rous and  young w i th  you ng 
fa m i l i es and  many were s i ng le, seek i ng a su i ta b l e  p lace 
before marr iage. They came with the i r  few be longi ngs a n d  
necess i t i es i n  covered wagons ,  many o f  t h e m  o x  dr iven ,  
trave l i ng over  cou ntry where there were no roads or 
br idges.  

They put u p  sma l l  ca b ins  of logs, f i l l i ng the cracks 
between them with mortar or  cover ing them with bark. 
F loors were h ughed from l ogs or  puncheons ,  s p l i t  l ogs 
with the f l a t  face u p  a n d  rough ly  smoothed.  F i re p laces 
had to be constructed for the on ly means of heat .  Severa l 
had managed to br ing a .  stove with them (from the c iv i l ­
i zed wor ld ) .  

Later they constructed homes of  l u m ber sawed from 
ava i l a b l e  trees. There were no n a i l s ,  woode n  pegs were 
made and used. 

The on ly l ights were ca n d l es, a t i n  l a ntern or a grease 
cup with a wick.  Rough furn i tu re was used, made of wood . 
C h i l d re n  stood to eat. The o l d  wagon had a "grasshopper" 
seat or a boa rd to sit on  for the d r iver. C h i l d ren sat on 
the wagon box. In w i nter robes, straw o r  hay were used 
to keep wa rm, heated f lat i rons or rocks h e l ped to keep 
the i r  feet warm. 

Water and a s u p p ly of fue l  l ed to the cho ice of sett le­
ment .  A long the Red Cedar R iver there were trees,  but 
much of the a rea where the v i l l age of Ly le i s  was pra i r i e  
l and  w i t h  on l y  brush .  

Su bstitutes for  coffee were gra ins  of  wheat, corn,  
ba r ley and peas browned and  crushed.  For tea , basswood 
b lossoms were used. 

Bedt icks were f i l led with straw. Feather beds cou l d  
b e  p u t  i nto a gra i n  sack.  Wornout sacks were used for 
towe ls .  They were h a rd to wash ,  but soft to use. Three 
sacks wou ld  make two pa i rs of men 's  trousers .  Str i pes 
were made to run down the l egs. There were no  sew ing  
mach i nes unt i l after the  C iv i l Wa r.  There was  no weav i ng 
except for  ca rpets. A few spun  woo l and kn it .  B rooms 
were made from s p l i t  basswood, ca l led s p l it brooms. 

M rs.  Ha rvey Goetsch ,  Ly le  teacher,  s u p p l i ed i nforma­
t ion for  th is  a rt ic le .  

Ant i  Th ief League 

James Rochford, Aust i n  in 1945, wrote of some of h i s  
knowledge o f  a n  Ant i -Horse Th i ef League o f  l o n g  ago. He  
was  a member  of  the l eague. H e  to ld  that  at  that  t ime ,  
there was  a d i rect l i ne through Ly le i nto I owa where 
those men operated, a lso a nother  l i ne th rough Lod i a nd 
Le Roy. 

A M rs.  W. H. Cu lton of Wh itewater, Wis . ,  had wr itten 
to the league a bout the way the horse t h i eves operated i n  
ear ly  days. They used t o  l ive a t  Lod i .  

S h e  to ld  how h e r  pa rents were a lways hosp i ta b l e  to 
a l l  comers. They lea rned later that somet i mes they had 
housed horse t h i eves a n d  somet i mes the  horses left i n  the 
morn i ng were of  a d i ffe rent co lor  from those taken in  a t  
n ight. Mower County ho used many of  these  th i eves a nd 
the  ta l e  goes that one of them ''vas  ha nged to a tree i n  
the LeRoy loca l ity. B u t  there i s  n o  off ic i a l  record of the 
inc ident .  

Rochford to ld  that  the Ant i  Th ief League was or­
ga n i zed at the o ld  log schoo l house at Ly le .  There were 
many mem bers a nd they had off ice rs a nd a password , 
as it had to be a secret orga n izat ion .  
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He to ld  that it a p peared that Lyle Townsh i p  had a 
sta b le  for sto len  horses and the owner was f ina l ly con­
v icted and sent to St i l lwater pr ison where he eventua l ly 
d ied. 

H otels  
At one t ime Ly l e  had hote ls ,  operated by H i ldebrand 

a nd Stockwe l l .  When H i ldebra nd was i n  the bus i ness, h i s  
brother, Pete, a l i ve ryman ,  took trave l i ng men i n  h i s l ivery 
to LeRoy, 21 m i l es away, dr i v ing  a team of broncos. He 
made the  tr i p over  and back i n  one day. 

H i ldebrand and Stockwe l l  later so ld to D ixon .  

Stakes Cla i m  
A Ly le  man  te l l s a bout h i s  great-gra ndfather who 

made a c l a i m  to h i s  land nea r Ly l e  by s i m p ly  na i l i ng a 
horseshoe to a tree. Ancestors a re st i  I I  on the fa rm. 

Snakes 
G l e n n  Da h l  of Ly le  remembers the ta le  of h is  great­

great grandparents,  who came from I l l i no is  in a covered 
wagon th rough ta l l  pra i r ie  grass.  They wa l ked as much 
as  poss i b le ,  but the  sna kes were so bad i n  the pra i rie  
grass that they had to get back i n  the wagon and r ide .  

Headquarters B u i ld i ng 
Back i n  1856-7, the Duga n fam i ly owned a Headquar­

ters bu i ld i ng wh ich  served as a store, court house, schoo l ,  
c h u rch meet i ngs, pu b l i c  gather ings and a pub l ish i ng 
house. The M i rror, the M i nnesota Cou r ier  Register and 
the Transcr ipt were p u b l i shed there .  

D rayma n  
I n  1908 Ben He lfr i tz of S t .  Ansgar brought a team a n d  

wagon t o  sta rt i n  the d raying bus i ness i n  Ly le .  W i t h  th ree 
de pots in town ,  there was a pro m i s i n g  future .  He ha u led 
many loads of fre ight from the three ra i l road l i nes and  
cont i nued i n  the bus i ness 52  yea rs, graduat ing to  the  
use of  a truck  i n  later years. He ret i red i n  1960. He  se rved 
as a vo l u nteer f i reman and  was town consta b le 37 yea rs. 

Board S idewalks 
Although Lyle was one  of the ea r l iest v i l l ages to have 

severa l b locks of cement s idewa l ks ,  there were boa rd 
s idewa l ks i n  res ident i a l  a reas and  the pa rk.  Kerosene 
l amps ma rked some of the  street corners. 

Town P u m p  
One of the town pumps was located i n  front of  

Arneson 's Store, wh ich  was where the Sta ndard Stat ion 
i s  now. Hang ing on a cha i n  from the pump was a d r i n k i n g  
cup .  A water ing  trough for t h e  horses was beneath t h e  
pu m p  s pout.  

When Ly l e  got a round  to d igg i ng a deeper we l l  a nd 
erect i n g  a water tower, excavat ion  for the  wate r ma ins  
was  by  manua l l a bor us ing  spades.  The  men were pa id 
$ 1 .75 per rod . P i pes  were la id  s ix and  seven feet deep.  
Some of the men cou ld  d ig a rod a day and thought they 
were m a k i n g  good money. 

Counc i lmen 
Mem bers of the Ly le  V i l l age Cou n c i l  i n  1970 i nc l ude :  

Wi l l ia m  Be l l , Ron a l d  Ha lverson,  W. E. Woodo, Lou is  L .  
Tay lor, w i th  Char les  E k l e  as mayor  and Jerry Re i n hartz, 
c l erk. Char les Berg is v i l lage m a rsha l .  

Popu lat ion  i n  Ly l e  i n  1911  was  522 a n d  i n  1960, 612.  
I f  the a rea trend in the  1970 census i s  the same i n  Ly le  as  
e l sewhere, the  f i na l ta bu lat ion  w i l l  show a dec l i ne .  

M r. a n d  M rs. Fra n k  Bedford 
M r. a n d  M rs. Fra n k  Bedford, sen ior  c i t izens of Ly l e  

Vi l lage,  a re descenda nts o f  fou r  p ioneer  fam i l ies who 
sett led on the nea rby p la i ns in the m i d -n i neteenth centu ry.  
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Fra n k  Bedford's gra ndparents, E rastu s H. and Althea 
(Townsend)  Bedford were a mong ear ly  sett l ers. Bedford 
ca m e  to Ly le  Townsh i p  i n  1854 to joi n J .  O r l a ndo Wi lder  
i n  sect ion 33 .  In  1855 ,  he mar r i ed A lthea Townsend from 
N ew York State and they sett l ed on  a c l a i m  in sect ion  
30  i n  the Wood bury ne ighborhood. They had three c h i l ­
dren ,  H e l en ,  Fra n k  a n d  Robert.  He len  a n d  Fra n k  d i ed 
ear ly  i n  l i fe . Erastus a nd son ,  Robert, engaged i n  fa rm i ng 
and a lso owned and operated one of the f i rst stea m t h resh­
i ng mach i nes i n  the v i c i n i ty. 

MR. AND M RS .  FRA N K  B E D FO R D  - 1 966 

Robert marr ied E l izabet h  McCa nna  in 1889. They had 
f ive c h i ld re n :  A l ice Bedford N e l son ,  now Ada m s ;  Gertrude 
Bedford O l son,  now of Aust i n ;  Fra n k ,  now of Ly le V i l l age ; 
Roy, now of Al bert Lea,  and Ray, deceased.  

F ra n k  Bedford and Lett ie  Be l le  Anderson were m a r­
r ied i n  1916.  H e  served i n  the  Amer ica n Exped i t ionary 
Forces (AEF) i n  Fra nce d u r i n g  Wor ld  War I .  On h i s  return ,  
they s pent  th ree years farm i n g  on the Bedford home­
stead .  Fra n k  a l so ra n the fa m i ly th resh i n g  mach i ne.  

In  1923 Fra n k  and  brother ,  Roy, p u rchased and  o p­
erated a grocery bus i ness i n  Devo n i a ,  o r  L i thogra phy C i ty, 
a l i tt l e  town seven m i les south of Osage, I owa,  that  was 
fo unded to m i ne and process l i thogra phy rock .  But d u e  
t o  the d i scovery of a more conve n ient  method of l i tho·  
gra ph i ng than that  of us ing the  heavy m a rb le- l i ke rock ,  
the l i tt l e  town was a bandoned and  ca n now hard l y  be 
located except by h u nt i ng the  cou p le  doze n or so ce l l a r  
ho les on w h i c h  n ew homes were be ing  b u i l t .  T h e  Bedfo rd 
B rothers operated t h i s  grocery store for f ive yea rs afte r 
wh ich  Roy and wife,  A lma ,  and two sma l l  da ughters moved 
to Osage for a short t ime  and then to A l bert Lea where 
they now res ide .  

Fra n k, h i s w ife,  Leff ie ,  a n d  sma l l  da ughter,  B l a nche, 
moved to Ly le ,  as M rs .  Bedford 's mother had recent ly  
passed away, they l i ved in  the pa renta l Anderson home 
with he r  father, a n d  that has  been the i r  home ever  s i nce.  
Here M r. Bdford b u i l t  a l a rge ga rage and engaged in the 
sa le  of automob i l es,  f i rst Chevrolet and  later  Studebaker .  

Here in  1929 ,  they became the pa rents of a nother 
da ughte r, He len ,  who with her h u sba nd ,  Wa rren Overocker 
and two da ughters, Char lotte and Cynth i a ,  and son ,  R ich­
a rd ,  now res ide  on the Bedford homestead ,  m a k i ng the 
f ifth generat ion of the tam i Iy to I ive there.  



The e lder  da ughter, B la nche,  and her  husband,  Robert 
Gre i ner  and da ughters a l so l ived there for a short t ime .  
Th is  da ughter and  h usband  bu i l t a home i n  Ly l e  i n  1946 
a n d  they and  the i r  fou r  da ughters, Georg ia ,  Betty, Bonny 
and  Rebecca, l ived there unt i l 1968 when they moved to 
Aust i n .  Their  da ughters a re now a l l  marr ied and  l i ve i n  
West Un ion ,  I owa ; B i l l i ngs, Mont . ;  M i n nea po l i s  a n d  St. 
Pa u l .  

Fra n k  Bedford's matern a l  gra ndparents, D i l a rzon and  
E l iza beth ( M i l l i ke n )  Mosh ier  were a nother fam i ly of  ear ly  
p ioneers who sett led a long Wood bury Creek in  the ear ly  
1850's i n  sect ion  30 .  The i r  son ,  I saac,  was the f i rst wh i te 
c h i ld  born i n  Ly l e  Townsh i p. They were a l so parents of 
two more sons,  Perry and  Henry, and two daughters, 
Sarah and M a rga ret. Ma rgaret beca me the mother of 
E l iza beth McCa n na Bedford. Henry became the father of 
a son,  Fra n k ,  deceased , and  three da ughters, He len  
Mosh ie r  Magee, N i na Mos h i e r  H e i ny, and Em i ly Mosh ie r  
Magee , who l ive i n  Auts i n .  He len ,  f i rst wife of Joseph 
Magee, passed away. Her s i ste r, E m i ly, l ater marr ied h i m .  

M rs. Fra n k  ( Leff i e  Be l le Anderson) Bedford's grand­
parents were a l so ea r ly  p ioneer sett le rs i n  the Ly le  shop­
p i ng a tea a lthough not i n  Lyle Townsh i p. They sett led 
just across the M in nesota- I owa state l i n e  in the north­
east corner  of Deer Creek Towns h i p  of Worth Cou nty 
a bout seven m i les west of Ly l e  V i l l age . Gustaf and  Char­
l otte Anderson and  t h e i r  s i x  sons, Fra n k, Robert, Edw i n ,  
Oscar, Wi l l i a m  and  Cha r les ,  a nd a daughte r, M i n n i e, came 
here from Rockford, I l L , i n  a bout 1870.  For severa l yea rs 
the father and two e l d est sons spent the s u m mers fa rm­
i ng and  hew i ng out a home on the pra i r i e  for the mother 
and you nger members of the fa m i ly,  dr iv ing back to i l l i n­
o i s  to work i n  the factor ies d u r i ng the wi nter months. 
One wi nter they d rove the i r  team and wagon i nto C h i cago 
to h e l p  c l ea n  up the debr is  afte r the C h icago f i re.  Th i s  
fa m i ly owned one of  the f i rst steam thres h i ng mach i nes 
in the a rea .  The father a n d  sons eve ntua l ly beca m e  own­
ers of f ive fa rms i n  that ne ighborhood. 

Oscar Anderson marr ied M e lva McCon n e l l  in 1885. 
They made the i r  home on one of these farms, then moved 
to Ly le  i n  1903. 

M rs. Bedford's materna l gra ndparents, the Mack 
McCon ne l ls ,  we re a lso p ionee r sett l ers. They m igrated 
from northern I I H no is  in 1863 a nd sett led for a time in the 
M itche l l  and  Osage a rea .  They f i n a l l y  bought a fa rm on 
the ba n ks of the Cedar R iver i n  Ly l e  Townsh i p. They had 
three c h i ld ren ,  Ha rry, who d ied as a s ma l l  c h i l d ;  Te l la ,  
whose grandch i l d ren l ive i n  s o m e  weste rn states, and 
Me lva, mother  of M rs. Bedford . 

A Ly le  teacher, M rs.  Ha rvey J .  ( M a u ri ne) Goetsch,  
R.  R .  2,  Aust i n ,  has s u pp l ied the fo l lowing i nformat ion 
a bout the  James Foster a n d  Dav i d  A u l tfather fa m i l i es.  

James Foster 
On J u n e  7, 1854, Ja mes Foster a n d  h is w ife ,  J u d ith  

( H ickman)  Foster with  the i r  c h i l d ren ,  Wi l l ia m ,  Return, 
George, Jose ph,  Pame l ia and Lou ise ,  a rr ived in Ly le  Town­
s h i p. They brought with them horses, cows, dogs and a 
cat, named O l d  Phy l l i s .  

They had or ig ina l ly come from Cape May,  N .  J . ,  
sett l i ng for  a t i me i n  I l l i no is ,  stoppi ng at McG regor, Fort 
Atk i nson, a n d  M itch e l l ,  I owa , to rest. James Foster d i d  not 
a s  they say, "ta ke u p" free land.  He was the f i rst m a n  
to  buy land i n  Lyl e  Towns h i p. 

The i r  f i rst home was a log cab i n  measu r i ng 16 by 24 
feet with two w i ndows, two d oors and  a f i re p lace made of 
stones. The fa rm was l ocated in the northernmost pa rt 

of Ly l e  town s h i p  on a spr i ng-fed creek d ra i n i ng i nto the 
Red Cedar  R i ver.  Later other fa m i l ies sett led in th is v ic i n­
ity. Most of them i n  t h i s  area of the  townsh i p  were Ya n­
kees or i m m igra nts from Eng land .  

M rs.  Foster was ,  for  her  t i me,  qu ite a n  educated 
woman be i ng ab le  to do the " ru le  of t h ree," wh ich  was 
a ppa rent ly  square root. She was a lso what was known 
as  a "herb woman."  Th is  meant know ing  p l a nts with  
med i ca l propert i es .  I n  add i t ion  she  cou l d  set  fractu red 
bones, sew wou nds,  act as a m id-wife a n d  was acknow­
ledged by doctors as be i ng as sk i l led as they. 

One of the most i nterest i ng  stor ies concern ing  the 
Foster fa m i ly, was the cat, O ld  Phy l l is ,  which was a ppar­
ent ly  the on ly cat a round .  She was borrowed by a l l  the  
ne igh bors w h o  had m ice. Later a ma le  cat m ust have 
a rr ived as  O l d  Phy l l i s had a fa m i ly and the k i ttens were 
eager ly sought by the a rea res idents. 

David Au ltfather 
In 1856 Davi d  Au l tfather with h i s  s i ster, Kather ine ,  

a rr ived. He purchased l and i n  the  southern pa rt of Aus­
t in Townsh i p  with some of his land located i n  the north­
ern part of Ly l e  Townsh i p. H e  and  Pame l ia Foster, daugh­
ter of James Foster, were marr ied J u ly 8, 1857.  H is s i ster,  
Kather ine  Aultfather,  m a rr ied Retu rn B.  Foster, who 
founded the Maso n i c  Lodge i n  Ly le .  

C h i l d ren born to Dav i d  and Pam e l i a  Au ltfather were 
sons, Char les,  Wi l l ia m ,  David C. ,  George, Andrew a n d  
James;  da ughters, M rs .  V i lena Vest, Mrs.  La u ra Duerst, 
and M iss C l a ra A u l tfather,  a l l  of whom p layed a v i ta l pa rt 
i n  the ear ly days of the a rea's h i story. 

H o rse Thief Society 
One of t h e  more i ntr igu i ng stor ies is that of the for­

mat ion of the Mower Cou nty Anti-Horse-Th i ef Soc iety. 
M rs. Vest,  who owned the fa rm on wh ich  Gordon K i rk­
patr ick now l ives,  had two horses, f ive sets of ha rness, 
a buggy and f ive sacks of feed sto l en .  At f i rst she thought 
it  was a pra n k  and went to her  brother  David 's  farm a c ross 
the road (th is  i s  the farm where M rs.  M a u r i n e  Goetsc h  
l ives). S h e  went t o  see if  the horses were i n  h is ba rn .  
They were not  there .  N e ighbors, even to a pa rt ia l ly b l i n d  
m a n ,  c l a i med to have s ee n  a tea m a nswer ing t h e  desc r i p­
t ion of h e r  horses, rac i ng through the cou ntry s ide .  Rumor  
sa i d  the horses were taken by members of  Jesse James'  
band. As a resu lt the ant i-horse th ief society was founded.  
N u m erous othe r  horses i n  the  a rea were later  sto l e n ,  
but the  t h i eves were never located. 

Lyle Center School 
School D i str ict 57, or  Lyle  Center, was b u i lt upon l a n d  

owned b y  David C.  Au ltfather. Th i s  was a great i mprove­
ment as c h i ldren i n  the d i str ict formerly had to go to Ex­
ce ls ior or Red Sta r, th ree to fou r  m i les away. The f i rst 
teacher was M rs. George (Arm i nta Wesem a n) Au ltfather. 
Both Davi d  C .  Au ltfather  a nd h i s  daughter, M a u r i n e  Au lt­
father Goetsch ,  served terms as treasure r  of that d istr i ct. 

Livestock Breeders 
Two of the Au ltfather brothers, David C. a n d  James H .  

we re e a r l y  breeders o f  pure-b looded l i vestock i n  M i n ne­
sota . They spec i a l ized in Red Po l l  Catt l e, Percheron 
horses and Po land C h i na hogs. D u r i ng the ear ly  1900's, 
before they were ma rried,  they, as brothers, won n u m erous 
prizes at county as we l l  as the M iss iss i pp i  State Fa i r. 
After marr iage, they d iv ided the partners h i p  but both con­
t i n ued in the bus i ness and each ach i eved the same suc­
cess. Today, Fra n k  Duerst and Myron Au ltfather, son of 
Ja mes, a re st i l l  prom i nent  i n  the Red Pol l Catt l e  bus i ness 
a n d  has ga i ned, not only state, but nationa l recogn it ion .  
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M r. a n d  M rs. Lo u i s  Tho m pson M r. a n d  M rs.  A n d rew Wi lson M r. and M rs. O .  T.  Lund 1 864 - M r. and M rs. Hans Anderson 

M r. and M rs.  Carl O l son 1 884 - Mr. a n d  M rs. C h ri s  Sam pson 1 884 - M r. and M rs.  Edward Nelson 1 890 - M r. and M rs. M .  L. G ikler 
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